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Summary 


U utoi iml Backqru u n d —1919-30 
Thu demands for the reconstitution of 
■Ottoman Syria have been primarily due to 
resentment at its dismemberment in 1020 
(para. I). There is, in fact, considerable 
jusufinilion for the unification of Ottoman 
or "geographical' Syria on racial and 
geographical grounds (paras, 2MI). A 
unified Syria was recommended in the 
K ing-Crane report (paras. 7-8) and made a 
cardinal point in the programme of the 
General Syrian Congress of 1910 (paras. 9- 
10), The expulsion of King Faisal from 
Damascus in 1920 was a powerful stimulus 
to the Syrians to press for unity and Hide 
ndence (pam 11). Coder French rule, 
wevsr, the interna] unity of Syria was 
broken down by successive administrative 
changes {paras, 12 15), but [lie French were 
themselves responsible for the creation of 
the Syrian People '$ Party which upheld 
' Greater Syria ideals (paras 16-19), 

D* rrttipmntfs >u Syria, 1030-4(1 

Autnn Saadeh's Syrian National Party 
was the first to evolve a definite Conception 
of Syrian Nationalism (paras, 20-23). 

fnit/i $ch< m< >' for union With Sind, 
Palestine and Truimjord-an t 1930 - 40 . 
King Faisal cherished the ideal of 
returning to Damascus as King of a joint 
!?) riatt Iraqi Mate until his death in 1933 
{piwas 24-23). Like Nuri Pasha, he 
thought of a (jrenter Nyria incorporating 
Iraq cis n solution to the Palestine prob¬ 
lem (paras 26-27) Nuri subtniUcd a 
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memorandum on this subject to the 
Minister of State in January, 1943 (paras. 
2'' 29). The idea of a union between Iraq 
and Transjordan was kept alive during 
Falsa Is reign and after his death (para 
30), 

Den lojmtmis in Traits Jordan, 1941-47 

King Abdullah has cherished the idea! 
of re uniting " geographical ‘' Syria ever 
since He assumed the ruWsitip of Tranv 
-Iordan m 1931, hut until his Coronation 
in 1946 and the withdrawal of Allied 
troops from Syria and i*chanon in the same 
year, he lacked freedom of action to plan 
a coup d fitat (paras. 31 33), His recent 
speeches and his White Paper show the 
extent to which lit* is preoccupied with 
Greater Syria plans (paras 34-38], 
Gene rally speaking, he would have but 
lukewarm support from his [>eopte in such 
plans (para. 30). 

Reactions in Syria. 

A re tur n to a monarchical regime would 
probably be favoured by many Syrians, 
although there is no great enthusiasm for 
the Greater Syria scheme or for Abdullah 
among the bulk of the Syrian people There 
are. hi>were r, i nfi went ial (j ro- Roy a! i » t 
groups in Damascus and Aleppo (paras, 
40 44). The tribal leaders (para. 45)., the 
Druze (para. 46), the flnuranis {para. 47) 
the Army (para, 48} and the Syrian Chris¬ 
tian* (para. 49) are, in general, ions!dared 
likely to ride with Abdullah against the 
Damascus regime. The Government ore 
strongly opposed to Abdullah's plans, 
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which W readied i q a diplomatic 
u angement between the two couotrjQ^. 
Outside Government circles the opposition. 
hhd by the Communists (paras, 50-52). 

Reacti&ns in Ltbamm 
In general, the Lebanese people (with 
the exception of the Sunnis and some 
Christians.i ami the Government arc up- 
fKised to Abdullah s scheme (paras, 53-50), 

React ion y m the Arab W&srld 
(n) Palestine ,—'1 he Arabs" support of 
tiic scheme is qualified by distrust of Ab¬ 
dullah; the Jews, however, might not 
oppose it (para. 57). 

ih) Iraq.— Iraqis relations with Traas- 
jordan have Uvn strengthened by the recent 
Treaty of Friendship, and, apart from the 
opposition press, she might, be expected to 
welcome a Greater Syria (para. 5s), 

(c) and {it) L rjypi and Sti tuit .J rah in are 
both openly hostile towards the scheme 
(paras 59-80), 

{<) Arab League .—At a special meeting 
of the League C ouncil on 2Sth November, 

1948, member States confirmed their loyalty 
to the league Covenant and agreed not to 
dispute the independence of any other 


SLutes. The Arab League has nt. wish to 
bourne involved in Greater Syria polemic 
(pora. 61), 

lie actions elsewhere 

J he lurkiah Government are favourably 
disposed towards the scheme, and the 
1- reach are now more willing to support 
it than formerly, but the Soviet Union are 
outspokenly critical of it. The United 
States are not likely to encourage it, for 
fear of antagonising Ibn Sand; the attj- 
tude of His Majesty a Government is one 
of strict neutrality (parade 62-06). 

(.'ofudiisitms 

1 lie realisation of Abdullah’s present 
scliernc for the union of Syria and Trans- 
Jordan (from which Palestine and Lebanon 
appear to be excluded) would have impor¬ 
tant political and economic repercussions 
throughout the Middle East (para, 67) 
Abdullah s lack of prestige 1 and financial 
support, coupled with administrative diffi¬ 
culties. make the likelihood of his staging 
» ^remote at present, but the Greater 
k) N*i idea is not likelv to fade away 
(paras. 03-09). 


THE GREATER SYRIA MOVEMENT 


Historical background 1919 30 

The demands for the reconstitution of a 
unified Syrian Slate have their origin in the 
intense resentment felt by the Arabs at the 
dismemberment of Ottoman Syria sanc¬ 
tioned by the Supreme Council at San Remo 
on 25th Apri3 t 1920, Under Ottoman rule 
the area which now comprises Syria. 
Lebanon, Palestine and Transjordan was a 
unified entity, split up administratively 
into the \ltayets\ L ) of Syria and Aleppo. 
Sulisequetitly, the Vilayet of Beirut (within 
which was the autonomous mnjaq( l ) of 
IvCbanou), the independent, m njaq of 
Jerusalem and the &I uAmrifatlf) of Heir 
eL-Z»r were formed, the last two directly 
under the Central Government at 
Constantinople (see Map No. I) 

2. f htoman Sy ria was, in fact, a 
geographical unit founded on the north by 
the Taurus Mountains, on the south hv the 
Sifj.'n desert, on the west bv the Meditcrm- 
peitti and on the cast by the Syrian desert. 

C) A Vilujvt. undur ik» i/tnvnmi'iithi <if « VnK 
wur, tilu liirp.-rt fldhrjmhtninv,. M. n j EI th<- Olio-* 
iii^n Kiaptno winjJiq* of Miu*»nrir»t« fundor & 
AtuuMiirlp wen ft'ish.itjviiloni of n Villi’! ft 


There is also an ethnographical unite about 
Ottoman or 11 geographical M Syria, as it 
is often called. Whereas the Arabs of the 
peninsula me mainly of the Mediterranean 
type, the Syrian Arabs, also of Mediterra- 
neim origin, have mingled with the Moun¬ 
tain or Alpine stock to produce a Dimirie 
or Armenoid type. In most of the interior 
a mixture of these two races is found, the 
Med i te rest nea 11 p redorn mail ng. A ga I n, 

rhoi-e is a conaiderahle difference between 
the evolution of the Syrians ami of other 
Arab peoples, owing to the impact of dif¬ 
ferent historical influences, Thus the 
Iraqis have ahsorbed a measure of Per*inn 
culture^ in Egypt ,-m indigenous civilfoi- 
t ic in has never been entirely submerged by 
the Arab conquests; in the peninsula the 
original purely Arab nr 11 Semitic 1 a stock 
has remained almost unchanged hi Syria 
the impact from without has been largely 
a Western one, associated particular!v 
wiEh I'ranee and America. !t would, how 
ever, be urireasonable to Swell too strongly 
on ihe ethnographical unity of Syria sm-h 
us it is. While there is a general racial 
similarity among the Arabs of geographi- 
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cal Syria, the diversity of religion* de¬ 
nominations has tended to foster a sec¬ 
tarian outlook among the Muslim and 
Christian minorities in Syria and Leba¬ 
non, This is particularly true in the case 
of the Grumes, AJawis and Marauites. 
Furthermore, the existence of certain 
non-Arabic-speaking communities — the 
Armenians, Assyrians, Kurds, Tttrcnmane 
and Circassians — further weakens the 
racial unity of the Syrian /doe. But, as 
will lie seen from the following Lables, 
whereas the Arabic-speaking religious 
minorities are of consider able numerical 
importance in Syria and Lebanon the non- 
Arabic speaking communities are rela¬ 
tively unimportant, 

(**) A ppro /mate yercenUttfe of the princi¬ 
pal I robie epifik-uifj religious mu tori- 
riV.v in Syria rind Lebo uOn( l ) 
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3. Thus it will lie seen that in Syria 
the minorities, iin lading the lesser onest 1 ), 
account for 39 3 per cent, of the popula 
lion, the remainder, 80-7 per cent., being 
predominantly Sunni Muslims. In Leha- 
non, however, the figure* are, respectively, 
00 pe r cent, and 4b per cent.* of which 


only 23 per cent, are Sunni a, the remain¬ 
ing 17 per rent, Shi as. 

4. A racial analysis of Palestine and 
Transjordan reveal?, apart from the Jews, 
an overwhelming majority of Sunni Arabs 
in each country, predominantly of the same 

A monoid and Mediterranean type* as 
are found in Syria and part of Lebanon 
(sec [wira. 2). There are, however, small 
communities of Druse. Armenians and 
Bahai* (a Shi'ite sect founded in 1844 at 
Tahm by a Persian, Mirv,;i AH Mufuun- 
med) in foth countries, of Shi as in Pa leu- 
tin t- anil of Circassians and Turcomans in 
Trans ford nil. Thus there is considerable 
racial and religious unity in Syria, Pales¬ 
tine and Transjordan, though Lebanon, by 
reason of its numerous minorities, stands 
apart. To sum up, " the Syrians and 
Lebanese are members of the Arab group 
of peoples; but a hey differ in some 
important ways from other members of 
that group; and they also oilier among 
themseivctt in certain way*’ 1 (A H 
Hourani, “ Syria and Lebanon. ' p. 97 1 

5. The foundario.it r.f the San Rioiio 
mandated lorn tori e> of Syria, Palest! nt 
and Transjordan shattered the racial and 
economic unity which ImJ existed in Syria 
under the Turks, In particular, the fron¬ 
tier separatiUg Syria from Transjordan 
and Syria and Lebanon from Palestine has 
been justifiably criticised as entirely arti- 
ticial, following no ethnographical of geo¬ 
graphical boundary (see Map So 4). The 
majority of the Dru/c shaikhs have always 
been more willing to give allegiance to 
Great Britain than in France, while in the 
past there ha* been a tendency for ninny 
of them to look to King Abdullah of Tran* 
jordan a* their leader (see para 40) The 
frontier uepstratiug Palestine from Trans- 
jordan. fuHowdng as it ik>e* the line of 
the JorJ.LU Valiev, is obviously less open 
to criticism; the frontiers of Lebauuti will 
be (‘onsidered later [see paras. 12 13). 

0 Professor H A. R. GtbK in a |>aper 
on Arab Federation written in June, 1941, 
makes the following comment on the de¬ 
mands for the reconstitution of geographL 
oal or 11 Greater Syria " — 


( a ) Thtfflii llkl^iri'tii nro imapd ufKHi /ui nujilysiii n| 
tI ji* Syrimi nod Lebnamo populntjnnh for 1 1 ■ ■ \ i ari 
1:9-13 iitidl 1944 rrHpufltiviOy Vh.. *mll«r religious 
c?OTn iTitntiiieB. mob the Ivmu'jli*, Syriuu c’licho* 
lirn, Syrian Oribdin. r 3 iuld.*un I,‘fttiielilM, rtml 

V(‘3!t(lL!- ivrv not uliowpi In nil, ilic-v main* up 
nppra»nu\t«>l^ iS [ter tcni .if the Syrinti emd 3 p.>r 

t* ‘fit tlf tin’ te-bflJHMl' ll l?U>l»H 

( J l Syfin^ ip stjii -ipetfecu among A terge fret* n E jil!'- 
»f tin- ftyriun iMiodux nml Catliolio i.'4>uimutu i Ues l 
but riiiurv nr*’ lii]jn kuul| in Arahiv rmd Sjrtfte. 
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"The passion a be insi^ence of Arab 
Xaiiijitalisu upon the wrong done to the 
Arabs by the administration of the 
French Mandate in Syria and the 
reparation of Palestine and Transjor¬ 
dan from Syria, together with the estate 
fisluuent of a Jewish national home in 
Palestine, rests upon natural social, 
geographical and economic grounds, 

B* 
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The disruption of Lheir former economic 
unity, the hindrances placed in the way 
id political progrea* by sub-di virion and 
c olonial administration, the embittering 
< J vHiju-srional and regional antago¬ 
nisms which have been to a great extent 
attenuated in other Arab countries are 
fell all the man* keenly since Syria- 
Palestine is the key done of any uni bed 
political structure in Aral? Asia. Syria 
with its frontage on the Mediterranean, 
is the bazaar of the eastern Arab coun¬ 
tries;, Palestine is their strategic link 
with Egypt " 

7 A single mandate for the whole of 
geographical Syria was recommended in 
the King-t rnne report f‘) dated 2Sth 
August, 1019, baaed upon extensive in¬ 
quiries made in June and duly of that 
year from a representative selection of the 
Syrian people The importance of tins 
report lies in its objective analysis of Arab 
political feeling in the period i mined lately 
following the First World W ar. The prin¬ 
cipal reoOnmiendatioBs of the report are 
a* fallow*^ i i— 

We recommend that the unity 
of Syria be preserved in accordance with 
the earnest petition of the great majority 
of the people of Syria The territory 
concerned is ton limited, the population 
too small, and the economic, geographic, 
racial and linguistic unity too manifest 
to make a setting-up of independent 
States within its boundaries desirable, 
if such division can possibly be avoided- 
The country is very largely Arab in 
language, culture, traditions and cus¬ 
toms This reconuiiendition in in line 
with . . the principles of the League oi 
Nations, ns well as in answer to the de 
sires of the majority of the population 
concerned .... 

" In standing thus for the recognition 
of the unity of Syria, the natural de 
si re 4 of regions like the Lebanon, which 
have already had a measure of indepen¬ 
dence, should nnt be forgotten, It will 
make for real unity, undoubtedly (ogive 
a large measure of local autonomy, and 
especially in the case of strongly unified 

(*) Dr Heart C Ki&g wni Mr Charts* H (’miw 
wen- tho two Amtfioaa rtpraenla Uvea itoouiMted 
by Pnnitiiinl Wilion !■ »rry aui M inquiry m 
Svnu and f rnq bt wci'rtiuii tlir- vidie* of 

the prtDpU poarfHid im U\ thi-ir future. Thw 
fllitfuinJ iuu-ntiofi Wit* In owl m cokjmitoioQ 

ui Ofciit Britsiitt, Anurfkm, I’rmw 
unit 11..iy, but uji'y tin* Ani^ni'Sll* .'Vi-ritVmEly went 
(»J For lull s»*c (* Aiitotiiiu. "Tin Ami? 

Aw«keu4flK-" A|tp^n4ii H 


groups, liven the " Damascus pro¬ 
gramme ” [see para, 9] which presses so 
earnestly the unity ui Syria, itseif urges 
a government “ on broad decentralisa- 
t ion principles. Lebanon has achieved 
a ■ on si derate!? degree of prosperity uni 
autonomy within Lite Turkish Empire, 
She ecri&iillv should nut hud her legiti¬ 
mate aspirations less possible within a 
Syrian national State, On the contra.ry t 
it may 1 m? confidently expected that both 
her economic and jodUical relations with 
the rest of Syria would be better if she 
were a constituent member of the State 
rather than entirely independent of 
it - - , - 

“ The Commissioners urge, therefore, 
for the largest future good of all groups 
and regions alike, the placing of the 
whole of Syria under a single mandate/' 

£ The Lhird recommendation was for 
a serious modification of the extreme 
Zionist programme for Palestine of un¬ 
limited immigration of Jews, looking 
finally to making Palestine distinctly a 
Jewish State The commission con¬ 
sidered that " there would Ik? no reason 
why Palestine could not be included in a 
united Syrian State, just as other port lotus 
of the country, the holy places being cared 
for by an international and inter religious 
commission, somewhat as at present, under 
the oversight and approval of the Manda¬ 
tory and nf the League of Nations, The 
Jews, of course, would have representation 
upon this enmims>i?m/ r 

9. The desire for a unified Syrian Stale, 
emphasised in the Ring-Crane report, had 
Bhti officially voiced by the Genera) Syrian 
Congress, which met at Damascus on the 
2nd July, 1919 S'his congress was com¬ 
posed of eighty-five elected delegates 
drawn from the whole of Syria (including 
Palestine), Christiana being represented in 
a higher proportion than their numerical 
strength in Lhc country. The opening ses 
si on was attended by sixty-nine delegates, 
The relevant resolutions of this congress, 
which were passed unanimously, are as 
followfC);— 

(1) 11 We desire full and absolute 
political independence for Syria 
within the following boundaries: 
on the north, the Taurus Katigc; on 
the south, a line running from 
Mu fab to Al-Jnuf and following 
the Syria Ileja* lord or below 

r") Fnr bill text §*•■. IL AuIobUi*, *' Thu Ami* 
Awmkfining," Appcsidix O 


Aqaba; on the east, the boundary 
formed by the Kuphrates and 
kb a bur rivers and a line stretching 
for some distance cast of Abu- 
Kernal to some dial a ace east of AI- 
Jauf, on the west, the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea. "O 

(2) " We desire that there should be 
no dismemberment of Syria, and no 
separation of Palestine or the ct*as- 
tftl regions in the West nr the Leba¬ 
non from the mother country, and 
we ask that the unity of the coun¬ 
try be maintained under any 
circumstances/* 

10. On the 8th March, 1920. the General 
Syrian Congress met again in Damascus 
and passed a resolution proclaiming ihe 
independ-nee of Syria (A£ defined in reso¬ 
lution No. l of the July 1919 programme, 
see para, 9) as a sovereign state and a vc,in¬ 
stitutional monarchy with the Amir Faisal 
as King. A proviso was added reserving 
to the Lebanon it* acquired right to auto¬ 
nomy within the framework of a unified 
Syria. These resolutions were not recog¬ 
nised by His Majesty's Government or by 
the French Gnvpmmente 

11, The expulsion of Faisal from 
Damascus oti 28th July, 1929, was a pro¬ 
found shock to the majority of Syrians. 
Although his popularity had decreased 
since the h March putnhitaoii—for he had 
been widely criticised for not having pre¬ 
sented a firmt-r from to the French de¬ 
mands for lbe partial rtecupaiioti of the 
count rv- -he was undoubtedly considered 
an the rightful ruler of the Syrian State, 
should such a state ever come into bcing. 
Mis expulsion appears to have served as 
an incentive to the Syrian nationalists to 
renew their effort,*, for. like the Arab 
nahonaliflta, their first aims were lo bring 
to an end mandatory rule. Independence 
was for them a necessary forerunner to 
unity, 

1£ Such territorial unity m fliii exist 
in the Syria of 1929 was* however, short¬ 
lived. On 31 si August id' that year, 
tictieral Guuruud issued a decree which 

{*) Tbo Enffltittf thu* Jescribod. i* of eomoilrtnUlc* 
kunjit as tuni n g » l hr* cmi v official A rub 

dclimiutiaii ul tinuter Syrtn Ajiurt frritn tho 
Vftpjr’itPX* iJ 11 *i" ti v! htTJi frontier, (In* fJtiH'r* 

I;,, ir.n ►'il will Hi! ■iilTlc'iliy M'*.' ■ «d«n 
bllowi, MitRilL. tlii* pn-iHfif IrMtili r i'ri.irt Rllftli ?*■« 
Aquba, but ii pmliitnji il 1" induis Al-Jnuf. whu'b 
in now 110 milr^ inside Sji'udl AmMan tertimry. 
flrt thi* ylln?r liaud, dif lirn‘ ef the Klmbiu niiJ 
EuphimlM rirm down to Abu KiMtiJtl i> 
mataiy ,^1 inile« inutd* tb" pii*- ui Iraqi-Syeina 
frablfer (*■■■• Map Nil 11 
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brought into bem^ the " State of Greater 
Lebanon. This new Stale consisted of 
the former Ottoman sjmjaq of Leba¬ 
non with the addition of the rich inland 
plain of Riqa'a and the coastal towns of 
Tripoli* Beirut, Sidon and Tyre (see Map 
No 3), hi size and population it was 
almost double the Ottoman sanjaq, 

13. This enlargement of Lebanon at the 
expense of Syria was bitterly resented by 
most Syrians, and there have been frequent 
demands for the return of what they des¬ 
cribe as " the four euzas/' he,, the present 
‘■cajtos" (districts) of Hennel. Baalbek 
and Ivushaya, the cam of Zable less the 
town and immediate neighbourhood of 
Zahle and that part of the present cam 
rut McrljiLvomi which constituted the 
farmer m of Hasbeya (sec Map No, 
J)('), This re-acljustioent of the frontiers 
meant, m effect, that Syria was deprived 
of Tripoli and Beirut, two ports which, 
between them, handled the bulk of Syrian 
>ea Lnne trade. Furthermore, the trans¬ 
ferred territory was predominantly Mus¬ 
lim. Tins resulted in the Lebanese Chris¬ 
tians barely retaining their numerical 
superiority, whereas beforehand they had 
had a substantial majority. The creation 
of Greater Lebanon led ic the growth >f 
an irredentist movement w hich later Found 
expression in the Syrian PeopleParty 
(see para. 15). 

N A further cause of dissatisfaction, 
not only to ihv Syrian nationalists hut to 
the bulk of the Syrian people, was the divi¬ 
rion of the rest of the country' into three 
distinct State*— Damascus, Aleppo and 
the Alawites This look place at the end 
of 1929 A year later the Slate- of Jet*I 
|)mz» cainr into being, tvhile in the north 
the aanj&q of Alcxandrelta was granted 
virtual ' autonomy within the State of 
AJepjio. In 1922 a Syrian Federation was 
formed (sec Map No 2ay from which, how¬ 
ever, Greater LcUinon and -Jehel Druze 
were excluded, ihu on the 1st January; 
1925, this Syrian Federation was itaclf 
dissolved and a decree was put into effect 
uniting the States of Alep{>0 and lhtm&s 
ui- into the unitary State of Syria (see 
Map No. 2b), the Afawite State reverting 
to its former status. Vet another change' 
occurred rm 24-Lb May, 1929, when Greater 
Lebanon was consttluted an inde|M?ndent 
Republic under a Lebanese President with 
its own senate and assembly 

pi For furCjicr drioils ww F.O. tiaint, K 11 
<if Btli i i'bruxrv, UM4 "TJu* BouiiiJ.-cric*» of tin 
Lebanon " (“■* ViirtW t:i.«rrc«pm»dern5** r,-.,fi«'tinfl 

Kiiat«ifn Aflfairi." I'art "0, IkwHinwat No. i 

B* 2 
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15 These successive changed were in¬ 
terpreted by the Syrians as showing a 
deal re on the part of the French authori¬ 
ties to multiply divisions in the country 
and to foster fidctarianism. The Executive 
CuLTimittee of the Syro-Palestiuinn Con¬ 
gress even went so far as Lo lay a frank 
charge before the League ui N itt ;• i::that 
France had deliberately sought to destroy 
Syrian unity (*r A farther charge \\m 
shut by shutting nfi the Syrian State from 
the ht-a (see Map No. 2b), the French were 
r-od favouring to hamper Syrian trade and 
thus smother the nascent nationalist move¬ 
ment centred on Dsumsens? 

16 Whatever die real motives of the 
i rem h may have been—and considered ob- 
j(\lively it is impossible to conclude that 
the divisions of Syrian territory were in the 
best interests of the Syrian jieople—their 
policy, far from * rushing Syrian muioiud- 
isiti. had precisely the reverse effect, as the 
1925 revolt hIi-iws Curiously enough, it 
was the French High Commissioner who 
eura>urng¥rd the formation of an organise 
lion which was destined to serve as a 
central pivot of discontent At General 
SarraiFsf*) instigation the Syrian People's 
Party vras founded on flth February t 1925 
The official programme of this party, which 
immediately Attracted attention in all large 
towns, was announced by Faria Bey Al 
Khouri on 5th ♦June, and included the fol¬ 
lowing pr incipient"):— 

m Cnifteation of Syria so as to include 
all territory lying within its natural 
boundaries.*' 

(4) " Education of the people for social, 
democratic and civil unity. 

(6) " A unified nstem of education, and 
provision for compulsory elemen¬ 
tary education/’ 

The other main principle centred on 
Syria’s right io enjoy democratic govern¬ 
ment 

17. In their desire to re-create Syrian 
unity the supporters of the People’s Party 
were just as anxious to rid [he country of 
sectarian rivalries us of political divisions 
They constantly emphasized the common 
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interests of Unites. Muslims and Chris¬ 
tiana of all denominations. To them all 
who cherished the twin ideals of unity and 
independence were brothers, all who were 
willing to submit to foreign dominal ton 
were their enemies. 

But despite the fact that the Party's 
programme had made a wide appeal it did 
not attract a large following. Feat of 
possible French reprisals and suspicion of 
French motives were too deeply ingrained 
into the Syrian mental make-up to allow’ 
full undid once to the party? 1 ). Thus, 
when in AugusL, llf2a, iis leaders were agi¬ 
tating f ir a concerted rising in Damascus, 
timed lo Lake place while the bulk of the 
French troops were oreupied in the south 
quelling tin* Drnzes, they met with only 
lukewarm support, 

151. Nevertheless, the Syrian People’s 
Party can lie considered as the rightful 
fore-runner of the pie-sent Greater Syria 
movement. Although the immediate Aims 
of the early nationalists have now been 
achieved, the desire for complete unity 
within geographical Syria persists, and it 
is only possible fully to appreciate the new 
movement by studying its immediate his¬ 
torical background, 

Devalepmanti in Syria* 1930 SO 

211. The Greater Syria movement (by 
which is meant the movement sponsored by 
King Abdullah to set himself up as head 
of a State comprising Syria, Tran Jordan 
and possibly Lebanon) has only conte to the 
fore during the last two years, hut the twin 
ideals of re-uniUag ‘geographical Syria 
arid setting up a Syrian monarchy re¬ 
mained latent in the Levant States Ihrough■ 
out the 30s, The first of these ideals was 
given fresh impetus by the formation of 
the Syrian National Party (Hizb al Qawmi 
as Suri or Parti Populnire Syricu) in 1933 
under the leadership of An tun Saadeh. who 
was the first to evolve a definite conception 
of Syrian nationalism Hitherto Syrian 
ideas on this subject had been mainly nebu¬ 
lous and inchoate. Where they had taken 
shape they had been largely negative, 
centred on opposition to foreign domina¬ 
tion mad sectarianism, rather tlum on for¬ 
mulating a constructive programme The 
Syrian People's Party had. it is true, 
drawn up a programme (see para 16) in 
which Syrian unity was a corner-stone, hut 

('*) A tuotith after bin pprt> * widc3v-:idv L i|-if, | 
turmnlHil) only utout 200 ]n ir/>rijj Linri oflh laMy 

enrolled, 


this party had no lasting influence and b;. 
1930 had reused to be of any importance, 

21. its pltue wan taken by the Syrian 
National J/arty Anton So&dehG funda¬ 
mental principle was to stress the existence 
of a Syrian nation disii.net from the sm 
rounding Arab notions His definition 
Coincided roughly with that of (lie General 
Syrian tlongress (see para.U) s but included 
flic Sinai Peninsula l or him, the supreme 
task cl' the Syrians was to bring about the 
unity and independence of I be Syrian 
notion The party was a secret oigainsa- 
Thiti from 1933 to 1935. when it was dis¬ 
covered by the French authorities and 
stringent rep res s i ve measu res t aken aga i nst 
it, Hut these nnly served to increase the 
zeal of its followers, and in 1937, the year 
of its zenith, membership probably amoun¬ 
ted to about 10,000* approximately 7.000 in 
the Lebanon and 3,000 to Syria, while 
Anton Sanded claimed that there were a 
further 1,000 in Palestine. 

22, On the outbreak of war S&adeh, who 
had already aroused opposition from cer¬ 
tain sections of the party on account of his 
pro-Asia sympathies, fled t o (South America 
and the French declared the party illegal. 
During the war it remained in a state of 
suspended animation licit the recent return 
of its leader ha.- brought 1 1Mint a revival 
of interest in it (see para 53), It must be 
remembered, however, fhut, seen in its right 
fierepective, the influence if Autun Saadeh 
amt his followers in Syria (with the possible 
exception of Homs at one time) has been 
similt, although in Lebanon he ha# been 
more* successful, Furthermore, Ids rejec¬ 
tion of Arab nationalism—his belief in a 
separate Syrian nation implied the denial 
of the existence of an Arab nation—had 
aroused considerable opposition from the 
Arab nationalists before 1939 and such 
opposition continues To-day the party as 
sm-h hardly exists in Syria—many of its 
mendiers were absorbed into the National 
Bfor ji s early as 1937—hut its ideas are 
still held by a number of individuals 

23. The Sr Had National Pam* was the 

1 w 

tody one whoso programme focused cm the 
reconstitution of " geographical 11 Syria, 
The National fifnr advocated national unity 
as a moans towards the attainment of 
liberty, blit did not extend their ideas of 
Syrian unity beyond the from tore of post 
war Syria, Fir. SI tuEiha Oder's groiip( 13 ) 
afeo upheld the ideal of Syrian unity, but 

V 1 ) Ih Shuhhander return isd to Pyrt* fmui , sil* 
ill 1BA7 Oil liifc rHum ht" orj.iijUisd n tTmjijs in 
frrtxniteio lo tin- KuLiniRjiM iSLc 


they were more uncompromising in their 
nationalism a mi opposed the iu>. Hit 
having concluded a treats with i.bc j-'irtuh 
which gave Syria lesfl than full indc{M?ii 
dence. The importance of this group lies, 
liowcver, in the fact that it was 
inonarchist in omJook ami favoured the 
candidacy of the Amir Abdutlaii for the 
throne of Syria This project was widtdi 
discussed in Syria during the spring anti 
summer of 1939, but the outbreak of war 
temporarily pul an end to such discussion 

Iraqi schemes ter union with Syria* Pales¬ 
tine and Transjordan, 1930 34 

24 fn Iracj during the early ‘30s King 
Faisal had si ill not test sight of the ]k«<G 
bilily of ti, return to Darn a-no as kiru,' 
At cine time it wtt> thought that the E muh 
were favourinjr this project, and Faisal 
swins to have felt sure that hi* could relv 
it pi ill French help. A despatch from the 
Foreign Office to Baghdad dated 27th 
Novenilier 193L states:- - 

Whatever tlic intentions of thi- 
F,rem h Government may ii is i kvsr 

. that, since bis return to Bagh¬ 
dad, King Fa instil Ims shown that fie rt- 
garefe it as sen led that he is to be king 
of Syria as well as of Jmo and that 
he is fkatisfitni in his own mind both that 
the French Government have seriously 
made the proposal and Mihe His 
Majesty’s Government would raise no 
ohjecLion. 11 

25. Until bis death in September, 1933, 
King Faisal continued to cherish the ideal 
of Arab unity, a necessary preliminary to 
which was, in his opinion, the union of 
Syria and Iraq. Early in 1933 he pro 
posed the summoning of an Arab eon 
ferenre in Baghdad—a proposal which 
was later made by Nuri Pasha in Novem* 
l.ier* 1939 to which I ‘lilesti ri) ail and 
Transjordan leaders were to be invited 
Faioal, like Nuri (see para. was thus 
thinking of a Greater Syria intor|x>ra!ing 
Iraq Sir F Humphry^, in a Jesjaich 
from Baghdad dated the 5th Januan 
1933, writes of Faisal : — 

** He has never ceased to nurse his 
Syrian supporters carefully, nor to main¬ 
tain close touch with the mlioualrit 
clement* j n Damascus. During the early 
mouths uf 19i^*J sections of the Arabic 
press in both Syria and Iraq constantly 
published articles in which the accession 
uf the Amir Abdullah. King Ali or King 














to ill e Syrian throne was 
■! 1 *< 11 sse i i - 

2k Fnhnh again 1 1 k* j Nuri* also thought 
i ttn' incorporation of Palestine in a 
Grater miui as a solution of the Pales- 
tine pa li.'lt m Captain Hull, in a despatch 
from J5:i::h-;.Li.| of 17th August, 1936. 
writes :— 

Kin;.' Faisal frequently Jed a red M$ 
vurictiutt that the problem of reconcil¬ 
ing [hr Arabs tfj Zionism would be 
>oiveil if mly the Arab countries could 
he brought within some kind of federa- 
[ion, It was, lie said, the prospect of 
becoming a subject minority within the 
limits of Palestine which exasperated 
[hr Aruhs. if Palestine were united 
with Syria and Iraq* that threat would 
be removed, and he foresaw no difficulty 
in arranging for l lie satisfactory 
development of the Jewish National 
flume in Palestine if this unity were 
achieved/' 

27. Faisal s scheme for the union of 
Iraq tinJ Syria did not arouse much en¬ 
thusiasm in Baghdad, where it was fell 
that, with Damascus as the capita], Iran, 
separated by 300 mites of desert, would 
bckjii ijecomc a neglected i jack water, and 
after Faisal s death the project reasod to 
k* discussed However, relations between 
the two eountrh - were strengthened by ,i 
Bc'ii Vnism&ge " treaty signed on 22nd 
April, 1937, 

2s. King Faisal'a st heme was revi ved 
in January, 1043. by the than Prime Minis¬ 
ter, N uri Pasha, who wrote a memorandum 
to the Minister of State, Mr. Casey, nut 
lining the hi-don and idenk of the Arab 
Nationalist Movement and cone I tiding 
with the following proposals ;— 

' In my view the only fair solution, 
and indeed the only hope of securing 
permanent peace, contentment and pro¬ 
gress in these Arab areas is for the 
Gritted Nations in declare nmr ; 

" (1) That Syria, Lebanon, Palestine 
and Tinn^jordan ^hall be it unArd into 
one State/* 

" i2j Tliftt i he lor in of C over?* men l of 
this State, ivhether monari hit a! nr re- 
puhiicfni. whether unitary or federal, 
shall be derided by the peoples of this 
country themselves . . . ./* 

1 ‘ id) The Jews in Palestine shall t>e 
given semi-autonomy. They shall have 
the right to their own rural and urban 
district ad mink I rat inn, including 


schoolhealth institutes and policy, 
subject to general ^upermion by the 
Syrian State,” 

" (7) Jerusalem shall lie a city to 
which members of all religions shall have 
free access fur pilgrimage and worship, 
and a special eomtnissiun. eoru loosed of 
representatives of the three theocrinic; 
religions shall lie set up to ensure this/* 
(8) That if they demand ip the 
Mammies in the Lebanon shall Ih* 
granted a privileged regime such as they 
pustit-.sstfd during the* last years of the 
Ottoman Empire This social regime, 
like those to beset up in paragraphs (Ij) 
and ,7) above, shall rest on an Interna¬ 
tional Guarantee/* 

" If it is possible in the manner sug¬ 
gested above to create a Confederation 
of Arab Suites including Iraq, Syria, 
Palestine and Transjordan at the tie* 
ginning, to which other Arab Slates may 
later adhere, then a great many of the 
difficulties which have faced Great 
Britain and France in the Near East 
during the past two decades will dis¬ 
appear. The Arabs of Palestine at 
present fear that they will become a 
minority in a Jewish State, and bitterly 
oppose the giant of specific right* to the 
Jews, bill this hostility would be aifayed 
if Palestine became part of a large, 
strong Arab Stale, The Jews could 
establish their National Home in Those 
parts of Palestine where they are now 
in the majority with a greater feeling 
of security, because there would Vh? more 
goodwill on the pari of their Arab 
neighbours, and a> a semi-aatonoitious 
community in a much large r State their 
economic opportunities would increase/* 

29. The scheme outlined above was never 
p« r s uei 1, 11 M Amba^sador, Bagbdad t ad - 
rising Nuri hi drop it From then onwards 
Nttti thought more in tems of a wider A rab 
union—he was one of the few consistent 
protagonists of Arab unity—rather than 
simply of an alliance between Iraq and 
Syria. There wn- abtoa talk in Baghdad 
thm the troubles in Syria in 1940 should 
hi? used hv Iraq as an opportunity to bring 
about the union of the two States under 
Hash i in I (C rule, hut the Regent was prompt 
to show bis disapproval of such schemes. 

39 The idea of a union between Iraq 
and Transjordan was also kept alive 
during Faisals reign and ton timid! to to 
discussed after his death In 1932 a 
scheme to link Baghdad and Haifa by 
mentis of n trails desert railway (which 
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had been mooied at intervals for many 
years) w..s unde, Jotus^ion in Baghdad, 
a project which would have considerably 
strengthened the ties between Iraq and 
Transjordan. King Abdullah was most 
anxiuua tu sec the railway completed, 
hoping that it would increase the pilgrim 
traffic passing through bis country. When 
he visited Baghdad on the ,7th November. 
I935 t for the celebrations connected with 
the circumcision of King Faisal II (then 
l sow ii Prince}, he even staled tu Nuri 
Ihusha that he would welcome a scheme for 
the union of the two countries, hut the 
mailer was taken no further. This idea 
had been broached earlier, however (in 
August. 1933), by Rashid Ali AJ-U&Hani* 
the then Prime Minister, to the Political 
Agent, Kuweit, 


Developments in Transjordan, 1941 47 

HI. King Abdullah has cherished the 
ideal of re uniting /geographical " Syria 
ever since he assumed the mlership of 
Transjordan in 1021, He has even dialed 
on various occasions that when His 
Mnjestvk Government first reoogniaed his 
position in Transjordan, he was b\ implica¬ 
tion promised the throne of Syria, provided 
that he abandoned his intention of raising 
a rebellion in that territory against the 
French authorities—a claim which is, of 
course, without foundaiion His atiiiude 
was made plain at the time of the* Allied 
invasion of Syria in June, 1941, an event 
which he regarded as absolving him from 
all earlier promises of non-interference in 
Syrian affairs He was particularly dis¬ 
appointed at not being assigned a role in 
the invasion force and had obviously hoped 
f<w a share of tlie Syrian pickings. His 
first action after the Allied entry of the 
country was to send letters to most of the 
lending Syrian politicians, pressing his 
candidature to ihe Syrian throne. At the 
name lime there was strong feeling among 
the people that the occasion should be used 
to bring about the union of the two coun¬ 
tries, and steps were taken to organise a 
demonstration in Amman, demanding this 
However, the Government would not allow 
f he demonstrations In July, 1941 Abdul- 
kh showed the British Resident il petition 
I •earing 844 signature* asking him ihat he 
shtmld enlist the support of His Majesty ’s 
Government to make him King of Syria, 

32, The subject of Arab unity began to 
l»e generally discussed in Egypt. Iraq and 
Levant Stales in 1943. and Abdullah, 


hoping to secure the lead, issued a pro. ,a- 
marion in April of that year, minting the 
ptdi rival leader.' uf Syria ’ from the Gulf 
r J Aqaba t«> the Mediterranean and the 
L.pper Euphrates ‘ io attend a conference 
under his presidency at Amman to plan a 
union or federation of geographical >yria 
Bui this proposal was nut received warmly 
in Syria or 1 -ciu non, [u -i h Shnkri Qiiwatfi 
and Riad A^ Sulh fearing that it might 
«ault merely in an extension of Abdulina 
powers. The Iraqi reactions io the pro¬ 
clamation were somewhat lukewarm, al¬ 
though the newspaper Az-Zamun dwelt at 
length upon ihe Iraqis pride and trust 
in the Hashimite House*. 

33 Throughout the uexi tliwe years 
Abdullah tonliiiued to interest himself in 
the idea ■>£ a Greater Syria, but he realised 
that there was Hu possibility of staging a 
white the French remamed in control 
iu Syria and Lehanuii and while Trans¬ 
jordan herself remained & mandated rerri- 
tory, However, the departure of Allied 
twops from ihe Levant States in April, 
1946, followed by the granting of iudepeu- 
denee tu Transjordan in May, removed 
these obstacles and was used by Abdullah 
tu further his plans. He if kmiwu to have 
w-ru emissaries to Aleppo in May, 1946, to 
enlist support for his cause, and similar 
missions are believed io have visited 
Jjiinirt.seus. He is also reported to have 
held discussions in February, 1947. with 
representatives of his Syrian supporters, 
at which the feasibility of a joint coup 
d fjat was discussed, but he has ken 
obliged to tread warily, in view of the 
Syrian Govern mint’s hostile altitude (ace 
para, 61), In a speech from the Throne at 
the opening of the ordinary session of the 
fifth Legislative Council on 11th November, 
1946* he referred to the ties linking Syria 
and Transjordan, and tu Hie lung si a ruling 
Interest lie had shown in Syria’s struggle 
for independence. His aim* annoumrd, 
was noi to seek a throne, but to establish 
stability In the western part of the Arab 
world, the safety of which could only be 
ensured by its unity, 

34. 1 wo days later the D'bartese Foreign 
Minister protested against this speech (sre 
para. 5(}) and slated that his own Govern 
rnent wsaoppmu-d to the scheme, whereupon 
the Transjordan Foreign Minister made a 
long statement io the fjegklarive Cotmdl 
oil ISth November, in which he ^ainl that 
the Kingdom of Transjordan would nut 
abandon \u eflorta to secure the re-union 
of Syria, but that, if such a re union took 
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to 

plan] the inclusion or otherwise of the 

Lebanon wji it matter for the Lebanese 

people tn decide for themselves. He then 

di*mi-*v E * fantastic the allegation that 

the f rrenter Syria scheme concealed a 

plan tn permit the expansion of Zionism, 

emphasising that the greater the Unity of 

i u the stronger the resistance to Zitm- 

i-rn in the Arab world., Finally, he stated 

that the n■ union of Svria would be in the 
- 

b o interests of the inhabitants of the 
countries concerned and that this would, 
therein re mntiuur to he the policy of the 
and Government of Transjordan. 
When biter that month the Syrian Prime 
Minister announced his intention of raising 
the matter before the Arab fjeagtie (see 
pa i it. bli. the Transjordan Foreign 
Minister replied that the Transjordan 
Move rumen t had always maintained that 
the change would be effected by the desire 
i.f the Syrian people and that the question 
was : lie ref ore not i dispute for examina¬ 
tion by the League Council. 

35 There was further agitation in 
Lebanon in March, 1947 when King 
Abdullah, in an interview with the editor 
of the I clmntue weekly fail Shni rm 2*th 
March, was nquorted ns having id that he 
wished Uj form a state comprising Syria, 
Transjordan, Palestine and Ubaiion firmly 
linked to Iraq lie was also reported to 
have referred to the ■ nrrenl talks of Trans- 
ji it, fun tw»p concentrations^*) on the 
Syrian frontier and in have stated that 
■oh it talk was unfounded, that the age of 
ir**»p tt.ru'entmtions had passed and that 
hil army was able to stage a surprise oc- 
I'lii j i ,i ieri The I *d*fliicse Government t hi i n 
contact' 1 '! the Transjordan Government, 
■'. I m i i> >ued an nftii in I d*m*’n ti The Prime 
Minister stated that the alleged statements 
id King Abdullah which had appeared in 
the Ijehanese press were baseless invert- 
tier^, that King Abdullah had only 
au-wereij M>me written quest ions addressed 

to bint be the editor of Kttl Shai and that 

■» 

there had Wn no question of an oral inter¬ 
view He concluded by regretting that the 
Lebanese press continued to publish " in- 
vented' news ruin dated! to impair the 

..Hr relations between the two Staton. 

The leal truth behind this affair is that 

l E *ii Tin mr ' troop ei'iie.intnitkoitH ’ were,in fact, 
r -til. ewr - ’■_( 11 f*• \r.«l. Li-jiun bold I'vrrj 
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Abdullah did make a somewhat rash state¬ 
ment about his Greater Syria aims, 
contrary to the advice of his Prime 
Minister, who had carefully vetted the 
questions which the correspondent pro¬ 
posed to submit to the King, His Majesty 
is known to be rather erratic in his state¬ 
ments and is easily provoked into making 
an unguarded reply, 

M. Whatever nun he Abdullah'* ulti¬ 
mate intentions in regard to the union of 
Syria ami Transjordan, il seem* dear that 
the Lebanon would not form part of such 
a union, He abo appears to have excluded 
Palestine from his immediate plans, 
although tlie possibility of annexing L.he 
Anili areas (o Transjordan has been much 
in lm mind. 

37 AIkIiiI tail's next jnovef) was the 
publication on the nth May. 1947 of a 
“ White Paper.'* the first part of which is 
in< Imied as an Appendix to this paper, 
dealing with the historical justification for 
n re-united Syria nod including a long 
svr.es of documents dating from 1918 on- 
wal'd* Reactions to this publication were 
in tu* too favourable in the Arab world, 
particularly in Egypt and Sa udi Arabia, 
and even uj Transjordan it fell rather fiat. 

38 This 1,1 White Paper ” was followed 
by a manifesto which His Majesty 
issued on the 4th August, at the Id a! Fitr 
celebrations (the feast which marks the end 
of Ramadan}. This "manifesto re 
ferred, in particular, to the General Syrian 
l imgrese nf 19*26 in I htmoscu* under King 
Faisal J (see para, 111), and maintained 
that either its decisions sin mid lie regarded 
as still binding, or a new conference of 
Arab States should lie held to draft a 
further Constitution for a dingle United 
State or a form tif federation of existing 
St ate The manifesto added that Tran* 
Jordan would never give up her demand* 
for this unified Arab State, and that the 
Congress should re assemble to discuss de¬ 
tail* of it* 11 ; ms minion. This tnosl injudi¬ 
cious pronouncement served only to widen 
the gap between 'Transjordan and the other 
member State* of the Arab league, with 
the exception of Iraq (see para. 58). The 
reactions of Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia are mentioned in para*. Tii, 
5® and fifl Although similar declarations 
by JU* Majesty seem to have l>et»me a cus¬ 
tomary feutuie of Arab feast days, it b 
unlikely that he will make any further 

(“1 Thpi fm-mpli let wnii ill fuel - till ."J runt dh"u- 
lut-d by MohitmTinHi Pnuliii Slmnnki. If ml of die 
litiyill 1 nt Virt.trJIM, ntItuTU^li it lix-» not bf*r 

hii nnrrtc. 
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proiiounu-nktit* on Greater Syria for the 
time being. In mid-September In* assured 
Saleh Jabr thal he would publish no 
further declaration* on the subject unless 
publicly provoked or unless an uprising 
in Syria should call for a statement from 
him. in hi* speech at the opening of 

Parliament on the 3rd November lie re¬ 
affirmed an earlier statement of Samir 
Pasha’s that the Palestine problem bud 
eclipsed all other matters (including the 
“ Greater Syria question). 

39. Si ike the autumn of 194(1 there has 
been a definite lessening of *up]-fjn for the 
*c 1 1 pine in Transjordan. At that time the re 
was a cxjiisidcTiiblc body of opinion, com¬ 
posed largely of thc*r who were onxiou* 
to improve their tuvu fortutfies mu ui ilic 
change, favourably disposed toward* the 
idea of a Greater Syria, while the young 
inert, in particular, feeding them stiver 
tramped by the .-mallness of the counti 
and itsi hfnite] intcileitual life, were eager 
to see the incorporation of Tran*for*Jan in 
a Syrian Federation. But a> time passed 
without any spectacular development*, and 
the absence of funds gave rise Lo the doubts 
as to whether His Majesty's Government 
really were supporting the scheme—their 
rumoured support having doubtless in 
creased the number of adherents—these 
adherents, both active and potential, ijcgan 
to fall away Farthenaore, King Ahdui- 
lah's ill advised statements urn! proclama¬ 
tions have undoubtedly harmed bis cause, 
as have also his intrigues with the Drure 
and other minority elements in Syria. In 
fact, it is probably true to say that, even 
among those who support the scheme, 
there are few who would wish to see a 
Greater Syria under King Abdullah. Hi* 
thief supporters are the traditionalist 
dements—the Ulema and the small land- 
mvners. The ardent nationalists—<xim- 
posed, in the main, of lawyers, doctors, 
journalist* and school in asters—*1 mngly 
resent his counexion with the British and 
hi* rumoured approval of limited Jewish 
immigration into Transjordan. Further- 
run re. the view is widely held that, were 
a Grenier Syria b> be formed with llamas- 
f u* m its capital, Amman would noon sink 
into sleepy insignificance. There are now 
two semi clandestine political movements, 
the Transjordan Arab Pur tv and the 
Young Liberals, which have sprung up 
recently in opposition to _V IkIiiI I;tli The 
activities of these two parties are directed 
from Damascus bv Dr 8nhhi Abu Gharri 
meh, a man who has opposed Abdullah * 


policy for many year* and, a* a result, v,a4 
deprived by him of his Transjordan 
nationality tn, January, 1947 It is doubt¬ 
ful whether the Transjordan Arab Party 
ha* an appreciable following in Trans- 
Jordan; its influence ha* so far been mainly 
directed to winning support against 
Abdullah in Syria, where il is reported to 
L»e strongly bucked by Nabih Azmeb, 
formei seerciary io the Palestine Defence 
ComtiuU.ce. and to receive financial assis- 
tfl nee from the President. The Young 
Liberal* Party is iomposed in the most 
foirt of 1’ranfijordnu students in Damas¬ 
cus and Beirut. Its influence in Trans¬ 
jordan appear* to be very slight. 

Reactions in Syria 

40. Ever girue the expulsion of King 
Faisal I iTutn Daraiasm.* in l®2u (see* para. 
11) there has existed jin important btsiy 
of opininn in Syria whicii has favoured the 
restoration - J xi tnaitarchy, while among 
the ardent Arab Nationalists there have 
always been many who have been anxious 
to see the reunion of Syria and Trans* 
Jordan, with or without Palestine and 
Lebanon. The so-called monardiists have 
not always thought solely of King Alwild 
Jah a* candidate for the Syrian Throne. 
Among other name* which have been dis 
cussed are the Amir Ahdulill&h. Hamad 
Aluned Kami Bey, a son-in-law of Abdul 
Hamid, who was the Chief of State of 
Syria from IfcJlL 28, and the Saudi 
Arabian Princes, But in the Iasi year 
Abdullah ha* come to be the only can¬ 
didate iti the running. 

4L Since the withdrawal of the French 
(see para. 33) the ** Greater Syria pro¬ 
ject ha* ijeen more openly discussed In 
Damascus it ha* steadily gained favour, 
particularly among the professional 
duasc* (lawyer*, doctors, etc ), under the 
leiii lei * li i p of I { assn, n al-Hakim, ex - Ft i me 
Minister, and Said Haidar. ex-Pmident 
of the t'dnt'eil c V£tnt, In (lie latter ]>art 
of 1946 there were at lea^ 1 four jpamasctui 
group* working for a realisation of the 
scheme—the Hiih al Arabi (AthIn Party), 
Jamaal al Ahrar (Liberal A*sodatiou), 
lAbut al Arabi al Qaurni (National Arab 
league) and Baath a I Qa umi (XationnJ 
Jtenaiisanco)^—but they lack inhesion and 
their individual influence ha* not htien 
great. A variant of the " Grenter Syi iu " 
scheme has been mooted in Danuta us 
circles, under which King AlnjiiUah would 
lake a phue os the leading religions, not 
political, personality -a proposal which 
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though not widely backed, would circum- 
vent the comrovmid republic versus 
monarchy question, 

42. In Alepj"' and thi- North Syrian 
town# there his t**en considerable support 
for the movement since AbdullahA corona¬ 
tion, and interest in it was further stimii- 
I a led hy the visit to Aleppo of two of the 
King’s emissaries from Amman in May, 
1946 (see para S3), The Alawiles have 
also shown themselves keenly m favour of 
(he movement. The Monarchists us Aleppo 
ate led by Tewfiq G ha rib Bey. who, m 
February. 1647, hendt'd a delegation to 
King Abdullah at Shun a. G ha rib 

apparently p re sen led letters of allegiance 
t.i the King from Aleppo and is reported 
to have said that 75 per cent, of the popu¬ 
lation of Syria were Royalist sympathisers. 
Abdullah Appears to have been non-com¬ 
mittal 1st his reply, but to have stressed 
the necessity for the closest co operation 
with Great, i 1 runiii Among the most in¬ 
fluential supporters of the scheme in 
Aleppo is Mouse)gueur Fattat, a promi¬ 
nent and well-informed Christian, who has 
a considerable following (see pare 4&)* 

43 Despite the fact that there is a 
general similarity of outlook among the 
mi mart lusts of Aleppo and Damascus, 
mention must lie made of the deep-seated 
rivalry which exists lice ween north and 
south Syria. In fact, there always has 
been a closer affinity between Damascus 
and .Jerusalem than between Damascus 
and Aleppo, as is pointed out by Mr 
Ogden, H M. Consul, Damascus. in a des¬ 
patch dated 22nd August, 1980:— 

“ Aleppo to the north i* further di- 
tant from Damascus than is Jerusalem 
to the smith Although a good read 
exists, there is still comparatively little 
interchange of population, and the 
average Damascene whose fortunes take 
him to Aleppo more often than not feds 
like a stranger sojourning in a strange 
hind No! so does he feel towards 
Jerusalem and the land of Palestine, 
which hr still calls Southern Syria 

The passage of ten years ha# not 
diminished the rift between the two to win, 
alt hough it is not deep enough to thwart 
ii strong national movement. Nevertheless, 
the mutual antagonism may well account 
for the alacrity with which pro-monarchist 
and anti • republican sentiment has taken 
root hi Aleppo, Homs and Hama. 

44 The two most in linen tial bodies of 
opinion in Syria favourable to the Greater 
Syria Scheme are the tribal lenders, (with 


certain except ions —see para. 45) and the 
Army. Despite their monarchist leanings, 
the hulk of the townsmen and almost all 
the villagers are, in general, apathetic to¬ 
wards ii As Mr, Shone writes in a des¬ 
patch f rom Bet cut dates 2mh October, 
1945 :— 

1 most of ihe so-called monarchists have 
only a vague conception of what a 
monarchy would imply and little real 
enthusiasm for the Ami t Aixlullah or 
any other candidate; and their profes¬ 
sion of monarchist ideas, where not 
merely an emanation of that fickleness 
and love of change which is so pro¬ 
nounced u Syrian characteristic, may l*e 
accounted chiefly a measure of their 
dissatisfaction with the present 
regime/* 

Such dissatisfaction has led them per¬ 
force to look to Amman rather than to 
Damascus, as Mr. Vaughan-Russell point# 
out in a despatch from Aleppo dated 4th 
June, lMfi 

‘ The rlilatorines# nod weakness 
shown by the I tuvernmeni in its handling 
of the country's economic problems nod 
i n trod ucing re forms—electoral, fiscal and 
administrative—a,* a result of which in- 
efficiency and corruption have become 
widespread, have driven a bewildered 
and bitterly disillusioned population to 
listen tm I he propaganda disseminated 
from Amman and to hof«? despairingly 
that it change of n§gime may hiring about 
the many improvements which the 
present rulers of Syria have proved 
themselves quite incapable of carrying 
out’* 

Thus thj> section of the community— 
perhaps 50 jier cent or more—would 
accept unqtiestlord ugly si change of regime, 
i hough out of self Interest rather than con¬ 
viction ; and their support, seldom more 
than lukewarm, diminishes iti proportion 
to the increase in the effort* of the police 
to keep tiic movement in chttek. The num¬ 
ber r.»3 extremist* and revolutionaries m 
very smalt indeed. 

45. The tribal leaders, however, are less 
apathetic, and it is to them that King 
Abdullah would look in the first place if he 
were to a coup d'Ettti. Considering 
themsfive* the true aristocracy of the 
i.-nuutry, their dielike of the Syrian poli- 
lician* Ik even greater than that of the 
townsmen, and the treatment they have 
received from the Government cannot he 
expected la have increased their loyalty 


to Damascus. Not unnaturally, they expect 
King Abdullah, or for that mutter any of 
the other candidates, to lend a more sym¬ 
pathetic ear to their problems. In general, 
it might lie said that most of the Syrian 
tribe* are supporters of Kmg Abdullah 
and would welcome a Greater Syria, The 
following are believed to he the staunchest 
adherent* to the royalist cause; in the 
north, the Maw all, Wulda, Iktggara, 
Aladla. Beni /rid and Kbrossa; in the 
west, the Haduiivin and in the east the 
Agtridal. But a major tribe which opposes 
the scheme is the Ifuwnllah. whose leader, 
Amir F aw war I.bn Shaaian, has not only 
inherited from his grandfather, the Amir 
Nuri, the traditional tribal link with ihn 
Sa’uil but is also connectsl by marriage 
with him. On tin? ^th September, 1947, u 
tribal conference was held under him at 
Palmyra, at. which a resolution was passed 
denouncing the Greater Syria project., 
signed by other " deputies and head* of 
tin* tribes of the Syrian Republic It is 
uot known, however, which tribes were 
represented. 

•Iff. The Dune are, on the whole, sup¬ 
porters of King Abdullah, and, in the 
event of an invasion of Syria by Trans 
Jordanian troops, could tic expected to give 
them armed snpport In te rise dfelike of t he 
Central Government and hatred of the 
French have, over a period of years, Tended 
to direct their orientation towards Amman 
rather than Damascus. Furthermore, they 
have uot forgotten the protection which 
King Abdullah afforded to Sultan Pa#hft 
a| Atrash between 1&25 and IfffiS. Druze 
support for King Abdullah was amply 
demonstrated in July, I&41, at the time of 
the Allied entry into Syria {tee para. 31] 
In that month numerous Drnze leader# 
visited him, asking (hat their territory' lie 
annexed to Transjordan, and surreptitious 
visit*, to Amman are believed to have con¬ 
tinuer! ever since. although many Dmze 
{with the fate of Suleiman Murshid before 
their eyes) are now busily denying 
Abdullah. In July, 1940 a pamphlet 
calling on the Druze to rise against the 
Syrian Government and fight for Abdullah 
was circulated One of the most influential 
bodies of opinion m the Jehel Druse 
favouring the establishment of a " Greater 
Syria ” is the League of National Action. 
In April, 1647, it claimed some 4,000 
member* drawn in the main from the 
leading families. The League professes to 
It* indifferent to the regime which should 
govern a united Syria—Republican or 
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Monarchist—but it strough' .qipow d to 
foreign imperialism or Zionism, ioi attitude 
which, in theory (but not in practice) places 
it among the antagonist* of u Hashimite 
“Greater Syria, for the belief that His 
Majesty A Government are assisting Ab¬ 
dullah in hi* plans is universal. In 
addition u> the League of National Action, 
t lie re is a ] oosel \ -orga s i i set i hut wide! y - 
supported, royalist party which has the 
tacit backing of Sultan Pasha al Atrash, 
Economicully, of ooaree, the Dnizc would 
have little to gain from an alliance with 
Transjordan Although certain of them may 
well imagine that what they believe to he 
the bottomless purse of the British tax¬ 
payer would provide them, through King 
Abdullah, with generous assistance. The 
opponents of the " Greater Syria ‘ project 
are few, composed mostly of the proteges 
of tile Damascus Government, which is 
believed to provide funds to combat royalist 
activity. 

47. Like the Jebel Dru/e. the Han ran 
may l>e con*idared as an area which i* 
strongly in favour of a Hashimite “ Greater 
Syria. ” The San Remo frontiers i*ee 
para. 5) were not welcomed hy ihe Hau- 
ramtMvhc have many tie* of relationship 
with the villager in the Ajlun district on 
the Transjordan ride of (lie frontier, ami 
with Galilee (which absorbs much of the 
otherwise idle agricultural labour in the win¬ 
ter raoiuhs). But it most be remeinK-red that 
the Hauran ha* Im^ii for centuries the 
granary of Damascus, The Hauran is have 
shown an equal dislike for the French as 
for the Damascus bureaucracy, and are 
constantly complaining that they can never 
get Government jobs {although, in fact, 
there are practically no HauranG fit to 
hold them Amiri Nazif, an ex-Haurani, 
dues, however, hold a fairly high post in 
the administration j As in the Jebel 
Druze, the Allied entry into Syria wo.* used 
as the pretext for numerous petition* From 
the Hauran leaders requesting union with 
Transjordan. 

4b, Another stronghold of pro royalist 
opinion is the Syrian Army, approximately 
a half of whose officer corps is considered 
Hkdy to support a “Greater Syria, M 
Although there are a few older officers, led 
by Lt-CoF Abdul Wobab Hakim, who 
favour rebellion against the republican 
regime, the junior ranks would be most 
likely to instigate a coup d'Etat designed 
to overthrow the Damascus GovennueiiL 
But their motive in so doing would be 
primarily to improve their conditions—for 
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roost of them are far from satis tied with 
iheir terms of service artel general 
welfare---und not nui of loyalty to Abdul¬ 
lah their nationalist oat look prejudicing 
them in the main against a scheme widely 
believed to : ■■ instigated by a colonial 
power! The rank and file, poorly paid and 
clothed, could be expected to follow their 
lend, Although there have fcn?cn many 
rumours of an impending r&u-p in conjime- 
[km with Abdullah* plan*, there is no 
evidence i . dn.w that *tu It a rising is immi¬ 
nent. 

49, The >vr inn G h ri>tia ns at v- believed 
tn lie almost nnanimously in favour of the 
" Greater Svria movement {see para 42), 
imagining that in its realisation they 
would h!«■ Hrilisb protection in a Muslim- 
ruled country They are not. however, 
likely to risk p-opi [dicing their good 
relations with the Government by sup¬ 
porting it openly 

50. It is difficult to us^> the strength 

of the opposition to the movement, lit 
Dam**- us and the larger towns the leaders 
of the principal political groups, from the 
republican National ftto? to the Ikhwan 
al-Mualirm'ii and the Tenth Orga- 

aisntiona, are all antagonistic to the scheme 
The Crrajmumst Pam, in particular, ii 
st ran/h opposed to it. A violent condftffl- 
nation -4 the project was issued in a state¬ 
ment made by this Central Comiditteea of 
the Svnan jitu! ljubane-*! parties on nth 
March 1945. Iu addition, there is a 
noticeable antipathy low* Ms King Abdul 
lah himself among many Syrians, who 
would be more willing to support some oiher 
Arab prime (ree par*. 40.) 

31 The Syrian Government view the 
"Greater Svria ’ question from two 
aspects . a* n dash of personal ambitions 
between King Abdullah and the Syrian 
politicians. and as h British (and also a 
Zionist) mftnteuvre, despite all our dis- 
rdnirnets. In addition, they realise the 
incompatibility between a Syria completely 
independent and a 1 rfl.najori.hiti Iwurnl to 
f{| s Majesty > Government by a restrictive 
treaty. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
thev are uncompromisingly hostile Ui the 
idea of a monarehi^L Greater Syria ”0- 
This hostility is heightened by the long¬ 
standing friendship hetween Shukrt 

C'-S On yflib f'pbrinir*., i'4i, lw»w.-vy, the 
, 1 .-,,- ^tuO’d that lx wtu*W welovme a Syn*. 

|,f..r.irji ij Mini Milt r^jjlinn wi-ru n 1 '[mhHqnn. I 
remained the cupital 7Jtnii*t UiflllraUw W 0 N> 

abdbUtd. die until* und ui-i.pondcnoe of *h* 
l/tmnm wp ifspiakd io4 tin- iltdage were 
h^u^Ht »boiat by i3u» he* cIkhc* of th* population 


Quwatli and Ibn Sa nd, who is naturally 
hostile towards Maghimite ambitions. In 
January, 1945, Shukri visited the King at 
Mecca, where he appears to Live been well 
received; During the erisL which de¬ 
veloped in May. UM5, net ween the Syrians 
and the French, Jon Sa ini was in frequent 
touch with Shukri and gave huu much 
advice. A statement summing up the 
Government's views on “ tj neater Syria 
was made by Khaled a I Ann. Acting 
Minister for Foreign Altairs. in a debate 
in the Chamber on 36th Ndnmbttr, UMKh 
The gist of this statement was that “ the 
actions of responsible people in I'rans- 
j■ «r- m were contrary to the principles of 
international law arid to the Charter of the 
Arib League, which required that every 
State should respect the form of rule 
exist ing in. other member states, and should 
not interfere in their internal affairs: that 
such actions violated the spirit of co¬ 
operation and friendship on which the 
Char ter of the League was based; and that 
Syria, an independent sovereign slate, 
could not accept union with a less free 
country : she had chosen a republican form 
of government and wished to adhere to this 
system. This statement was unanimously 
approved. Other speaker* in the debate, 
Including a Dnize. an Alawite and a tribal 
deputy, had described Transjordan as 
being still under the heel of the colonisers 
and therefore unfit, even to be annexed to 
Svria On 27th August. 1947, the Syrian 
and Lebanese President* met and issued an 
official communique expressing their 
(i surprise and disapproval ” at Kil £ 
Abdullah's latest manifesto (see para. 37) 
For tin interference in die affairs of the two 
republics, its attack on the regime in fores 
tie them, and finally, its violation of the 
Teague Pact and the principle of inter¬ 
national law. Two day* earlier Jamil 
Mardnm had made a press statement In 
which be said that Syria would fight 
against Ain lull ah’s scheme because it was 
*' Ziodtsl and imperialist and aims at the 
partition of Palestine and the establish¬ 
ing-, nt therein of a Jewish State/' But he 
aim, firipluLsis, d that Syria would welcome 
the jifinnxtitifvn of Transjordan to Syria, 
'■ because it in part thereof' a w- 
iiftiinifltiim of the President’s attitude in 
1945 (see unto on p Li) 

52 The estrangement of Syria from 
Transjordan, which has arisen as a result 
.if the " tii'cfktcr Syria " controversy, has 
prevented the e*iablislmient of a diploma 
i\r representation between the two toun- 
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ui«a The Syrian UoYernment's voldiiess 
towards Transjordan was amply demon¬ 
strated at King Abdullah’s Coronation. 
Not tuih did they not send a delegation 
to attend the ceremony, but they appear to 
have been At ptiin* to prevent other Syrians 
attending^ <T ). 

Reactions in Lebanon 

53. The bulk of the Lebanese Christians 
arc opposed in ihe Greater Syria project, 
although many, as in Syria, hope that its 
realisation would ensure British protec¬ 
tion and the grant of special privileges to 
the Christian community. This view is 
belli, in particular, by ex-Presideitl Emile 
Lddc. who has a considerable Mart mite 
following, There is, however, a fact km of 
Lebanese Christians (E.e. th<»se opposed to 
the present regime and still* generally 
speaking, pro- French) who have come to 
look, with favour on the scheme* since they 
anticipate that it would lead to the 
creation of a Christian Little Lebanon in 
which they would be able to get back into 
pi Aver The re.Thin National Party {see 
paras. 20-22), whose declared policy has 
al way s I :<i j en the re u i ui di i of n gwjgraph i 
eat ' Syria, originated in Lebanon. Ned uni 
T3ibet. its deputy leader, is believed to have 
admitted that, while the party does not 
advocate Abdullah as King, if presented 
with a Hashimite Greater Syria as ft fait 
accompli, thev would support the new 
regitrwfThe Party’s leader. An Urn 
Sicadeh, returned to the Lebanon at the 
beginning: of Mar h 1947 from a seven- 
years exile in the Argentine. Although 
his rash speeches have incurred the wrath 
of the Lebanese f lovemutent, and be is now 
in hiding, his followers are claimed to 
numl^er some 15.000. from the Christian, 
Muslim and Dru re comm unities, 

54. The largest section of the Lebanese 
community favourably disposed tmvnrds 
the (ireater Syria scheme are the Sunni 
Muslims (see para, 3) many of whom have 
always regarded Lebanon ns a part of 
S?rift In addition, there is a strong 
irredentist feeling among the inhabitant* 
of the "four riKJu M (see para. 13) and 
loyalist, propa^inda ho* lieen evident in 
the Ha'aLbek area The Shi'as in the 

f lf ) li is tiLii fin(<?*orihy dmi itte Sytijin ii'n 1 .^! 
■d"fO dirt not tnalitdi' TniTi^^rdtiiri in ihe but of Srah 
flljitin. us O’hieh Ij<‘ *■> n\ a. fonnjil u-itiflcisOofi til 
%ria‘i inijpfi’nJunili? AbJuUnh iniedi iifMH-1 nt 
tjn'inp overkKiket) in ibis rtiummr- 

l l, j Thu party T flirflmp; Ate it nib wards 
AMnllhK u tirrlln* 7 iIbuutrAli«| h_v i }in fon-t ibflt m 
illjj ]iMi fcWiiti of it# »ph iwhtulivpj uppsnrhi’i 
hint njih Lhe tluU Vu- >.hiLu]d Li^ccmn ihew 

ofctididlntr, for Uu* Syrian tfiroinif 

3H695 


J/ oka fa zn ? of So u Lh Leba non (see \ I ap A o. 3) 
who adopted a more reserved attitude 
towards Arab Nationalism than the Sunnis, 
have been dmilurly cautious in their sup- 
port of " Greater Syria," but many of 
them realise that they cannot exist with¬ 
out the most intimate links with Syria and 
the other Arab countries and are. there¬ 
fore, net opposed to the scheme 

55. The must violent criiidsm of the 
scheme has come from the Beirut press. 
The pro-French and pro-Soviet news* 
pajier* halve etmdermied King Abdullah 
and his advisers in vehement terms,, while 
the nationalist papers have attacked the 
pnojtvt on the grounds that it would 
probably result in an expansion of Zionist 
intiuemv in the Middle East. The organa 
teller ting Christian opinion have, however, 
adopted a more neutral attitude. On the 
5th February^ 1947 L'OrniU even pub- 
lished a long article, suggesting that the 
project would nut necessarily lie unwcl- 
tt)nie to the Lclianese provided that, ilia 
Lebanuu remained independent Neverthe¬ 
less. the extent to which the bulk of the 
press his- 5 exacerbated an already strained 
relationship between Lebanon and Trans¬ 
jordan points to the conclusion that such 
action may have been deliberately fostered 
by Communist and even Soviet circles. 

56. The Government * attitude to the 
scheme was defined by the then Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Philippe Tad a, in the 
Lebanese Chamber on 13th November. 
1946. He said that, having joined the 
Arab League, the cutnttiluuon of which 
was based on mutual <-alla[*oration and 
respect for the boundaries of the ineiuU r 
states, there was n» reason for the Lebanon 
to discuss the ‘ Greater Syria " project- 
*' We do not witeit a Greater Syria of any 
kind." he said, but later stressed the 
excellent relations between Syria and 
Lebanon. There are. however, known to be 
a number of Ministers and ex-Minbters, 
(including, particularly, ex Prime 
Minister Abdul Hamid Kerajneh) who are 
not hostile to the scheme. Lohanese 
reactions to King Abdullah's abatements 
have already l»een mentioned (see panis, 
34- 35), but it seems most unlikely that 
Abdullah now includes Lebanon in any 
plana he may have for the modification i f 
the existing Syrian frontiers. 

Reactions in the Arab World 

fa) Pah stint 

57 Amh sup|>ori of the Greater Syria 
pmjerd is qimlifiod by the hostility with 
which the Mufti and his party regard 
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Abdullah and by the fear, .shared by most 
Arabs (with the exception of those in the 
TVtkAmi area), that Abdullah is anxious 
ti< {wrmit controlled Jewish settlement in 
Transjordan. But the new Arab State 
might eventtmlk agree tn align itself with 
Transjnrdii Hie Jlavish altitude has 
not been dearly defined, Most Jews have 
btsui too com r rued with their own 
immediate problems to give the * heme 
much thought while many doubtless con¬ 
sider it' realisation (even in the modified 
form of n union between Syria and Trans- 
!-■• Inn 1 unlikely, at least in the immediate 
future. The Jews would of course, 
strongly resent any regime which 
impinged tou closely on their rights, hut 
a stable A rail Mee with its own govern¬ 
ment, though a potential source «d danger, 
might well suit them better than a dis- 
satisfied and highly inflammable commu¬ 
nity lacking full political rights They 
were even prepared to give qualified sup¬ 
port to Nuxi's scheme fo r an Arab h'dera¬ 
tion to include Palestine (see para $8), as 
thi3 would have given them, in effect, a 
wider fluid of action for their financial 
and commercial projects, There Is, indeed, 
nn certainty that they would unanimously 
oppose a Greater Syria, and KJiahu 
Sassoon, Shertok’n chief adviser on Arab 
matter-, is believed to favour the scheme 

(A) tntq 

58. The historical background to Syro- 
Irmqi relations has already been discussed 
(nee paras, 24-29.) The treaty between 
Transjordan and Iraq, ratified at Amman 
on Sist March, 1947, might be considered 
as a preliminary to the fulfilment of Ab¬ 
dullah's plan for uniting Syria and Trans- 
Jordan. This treaty may I* 1 said to have 
been conceived in Amman rather than 
Baghdad, and it is certain that King 
Abdullah hoped to make its terms more far 
reaching. The Iraq Government. regards 
the Greater Syria question and its present 
identification with King Aljdullah as an 
eniliarriiSHiiient and would Us much relieved 
if it were dropped, at any rate temporarily. 
Then reactions towards King Abdullah's 
manifesto {nee para 38) were cautious. 
Fad hi I Jamnti, Minister for Foreign, 
Affairs, informed the Syrian Minister that 
Iraq would in no Way interfere or cause 
trouble in Syria, but that her good offices 
were available to help Arab unity and 
friend lines# Saleh Jahr managed later to 
persuade the King not to provoke any 
more ill-feeling in the Arab world hy the 


issue of further mani festos, It must be 
remembered, however, that Nuri Pasha, has 
never entirely discarded his '* Fertile Cres- 
■eeut Plan " (see para. 2b-2&) and still toys 
with the pcissihi 1 sty of a union between 
Syria and Iraq, Among the politically 
minded in Iraq there is little enthusiasm 
for (irenter Syria, partly became of the 
widespread tieliftf that it is favoured hy 
Great Britain Great Britain’s repeated 
declaration^ of neutrality nn the subject 
have failed to convince Iraqis, and many 
of (hem arc apprehensive of < ta.-sgrr relations 
with Transjordan because of the military 
previsions of the Anglo Transjordan 
Treaty, Iraq would probably welcome (he 
realisation of Greater Syria provided that 
it was accompanied by revision of the 
treaty relations between Great Britain and 
Abdullah, hut is unlikely to take active 
steps to If ring it a hunt. 

The selime has, not unexpectedly, been 
the butt of considerable criticism from the 
opposition group. Accusations levelled at 
Nuri Pasha for his alleged pari in [lie 
scheme assuiued such proportions in 
Feb rim ryv 1047, that the Gove r run cut was 
obliged to issue an official communique 
denying that he had any connexion with it. 

(c) Egypt 

59 Any extension of Ilashimite influence 
in the Middle East would bo opposed in 
Egypt, where criticisms have already been 
made that Great Britain, by supporting 
the Hashimites, is undermining the 
stability of the Arab League, A report 
in tire Egyptian press in February, 1047, 
that Transjordan troops were massing nri 
the Syrian frontier (see para. 35) caused 
the Transjordan Government to ^end a 
strongly worded denial, emphasising that 
such unfounded reports would create ill- 
feeling between Egypt and Transjordan, 
The (ioverament's attitude was stated on 
the 4th September, 1947, when the Acting 
Prime Minister announced at a press con¬ 
ference that Egypt would stand hy the 
League Council resolution of November, 
1946, (set- pare fil) declaring the Greater 
Syrian question closed. 

(d) Sn'mit Arabia 

King Ibn Sa ud s hostility upwards 
the scheme and anxiety at the prospect* of 
its realisation are well known, He is par¬ 
ticularly apprehensive of the encroachment 
of a unified H arid mite state upon his 
kingdom after his death On 241 h April, 
1647, he wrote a letter lu Mr Ilevin in 
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which he referred to the Kashi mite in¬ 
trigues and asked for an assurance that the 
Iraqi-Trausjordan treaty and the Greater 
Syria talk did not imply that His Majesty's 
Government were contemplating a change 
in the status quo in the Middle Fast, Mr. 
Hevin s reply (see para. 66) did not entirely 
succeed in tranquilising Mm; and what 
g ,jixi effect it. had was largely nullified hy 
King Abdullah's latest outburst (see para, 
Its) which led Ibn Sa'ud to publish a com¬ 
munique describing Abdullah's action as 
treacherous, and deploring the split in the 
Arab world which he bad created. The 
communique also referred to Abdullah's 
contravention of the A mb League Cove¬ 
nant, and re -affirmed Saudi Arabian 
support for Syrian independence 

(f i I rah Litaijur 

61. The Greater Syria question was 
discussed at a meeting of the Arab League 
on 28th November* 1940, as the result of a 
request; made by the Syrian Prime Minister 
that the League Council should take note 
of the efforts of the Transjordan Govern¬ 
ment to br ing about a change of regime in 
Syria After some rather acrimonious dis¬ 
cussion a statement was issued hy the 
League Council to the effect that each of the 
member states remained faithful to the 
League Covenant and would not dispute 
the independence or sovereignty of another 
members tale, or attack the existing govern¬ 
mental regime. It was agreed that the 
matter should not he discussed further by 
the league, A?zam Pasha, Scretary- 
General to the League, is naturally un¬ 
willing to become involved in 'Greater 
Syria “ polemics, and is still lea* anxious 
to see an extension of Hfvdlimite inttuetev 
in the Middle East, The League CouncilT. 
statement was greeted with delight in the 
Lebanese press, where it wa* stated that 
the curtain had liet-n lowered on the Greater 
Syria scheme lun-atise the Transjordan 
Foreign Minister hod signed the motion 
adopted by all the Foreign Ministers 
rejecting the project 

Reactions elsewhere 

GO f i urkey 

62 The attitude of the Turkish Govern 
merit has been to support the Greater 
Sva*ia scheme as n means of attacking the 
Syrian Government, whose requests for the 
re-opening of the Katay question (sanjaq 
of Alexandreita) still rankle. When 
Abdullah visited Angora in January 1947., 
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to sign the Turoo-Transjordan Treaty of 
Friendship, he disclaimed interest in the 
matter, an attitude which he may well have 
adopted in return for some Turkish 
promise of support for the Greater Syria 
scheme But since his expressed intention 
has always been to work for the re union of 
“■geographical " Syria (which may well be 
taken to i nclude the Hatey) he may wcl S be 
anxious not to omit this district from his 
ultimate plans—a fact which the Turks 
are unlikely to overlook 

(6) Fmncr 

fill. Although two years ago the French 
were strongly opposed to the scheme (see¬ 
ing in ii the qxtciisioTi of British influence 
in the Levant to the detriment of their own 
interests), they are now more willing to 
accept a Greater Syria, sine* 1 they feel that 
its establishnicnt would result n the 
creating of & Little Lebanon in which they 
would lie able to re assert theii own 
influence, 

(c) U,S.A. 

R4. A - support of the scheme would 
mean antagonising Ibn Sa'ud, the Ameri¬ 
cans are naturally unwilling to favour it 
in view of their considerable oil interests 
in Sa'udi Arabia, Ii is though) likely, 
however, that the ILS. I love rumen l would 
not oppose the scheme if it were brought 
about by the spontaneous desire of the 
peoples concerned. 

(d) USSR 

65 The hostility of the Soviet lu ion 
towards the scheme needs no empbaste ft 
is regarded by the Russians as another 
example of British " imperialism " in the 
Middle Fast, while they also contend that 
3 ss realisation would encourage the resist¬ 
ance of Turkey and Persia to Soviet 
demands. The Syrian and Lebanese 
Communist parties and the pro-Soviet 
Beirut newspapers have, indeed been ite 
most violent critics (see paras. 50 and 55) 

G } // h Mn jpfty s * i a rr rn in r n t 

8 ft, His MajestyT Government have 
consistently maintained that the Greater 
Sy ria scheme is a matter of W'lil A rah 
politics which does not concern them Mr 
Bevin, in his reply to King Ibn Sa'ud (ree 
(jara. HO), stated :?* His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment. for their part, have :it no time 
attempted to intervene, either directly or 
indirectly, in this project, i* r they liave 
always held that they are not on interested 
party „ ... It is a question for the Arabs 
to discuKJ lunong themselves, with a view 
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tti findi ng the solution which may be oon- 
ei lie red mwt advantageous to the Arab 
W orld as a whole/’C*) 

Concisions 

67 Of the various possibilities, a re¬ 
union. of Transjordan and Syria is the 
most likely form which a Greater Syria 
might take. Under King Abdullah such 
a Kingdom would have a precarious exist¬ 
ence and would be looked upon with some 
alarm by the Lebanon, with embarrass 
mem (and even annoyance} by Iraq and 
with interne hostility by I bn Sand, who 
might be tempted to seize the opportunity 
Ui annex what he claims to be hie right, 
namely Aqaba ami Mi/an, By creating a 
powerful Has id mi it* Mac. a Greater Syria 
in any form might result in the disruption 
til the Aral League, particularly its the 
chancre of its establishment by peaceful 
means appear somewhat remote and its 
achievement bv violence would cut across 
the provisions of the League constitution, 
In any case. Egypt's leadership of the 
League would be directly challenged. 
EconomicalJy. the creation of a Greater 
Syrian State would result in the abolition 
of trade and travel restrictions within the 
Syrian bloc, which would doubtless benefit 
thereby. On the other hand, trade with 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia might perform 
he more restricted than under the present 
regime The- additional implications of 
the incorporation of Lebanon within this 
Mac are of i.eurw. numerous, the most 
obvious being the problem of reconciling 
the interest*; of Muslims and Christians in 
the new State But the likelihood of this 
country tiecoming parr of Greater Syria is 
now remote. King Abdullah may; however, 
be expected to make a determined attempt 
to annex the new Arab State in Palestine 
to Transjordan («ee para. 36), 

lib, The basic difficulties of the (iteater 
Syria project are well tfununarizftd by 
A H Hen rani {" Syria and Lebanon,'' 
p ae») :— 

11 Be fur i any such union could be 
establUhcd, a number of practical prob¬ 
lem * would liavi* to be solved. They 
spring mamb from tin? division of 
geographical Syria into area* of British 

j 1 *) A further dftunJ of British mt**n-*t in th^ 
(V iU r S\nn Sdi^mr WM nw)t* in the Urn mu*- of 
CoruroaoR on Ullh July, JW7 1 . 


and French influence. 1 his division has 
ted to the development of partly 
different systems of law, administration 
mid education, and to cultural 
differences, which would cause serious 
difficulty both in the construction of a 
unified political system and in the suc¬ 
cessful working of it, What if. more 
important still, the existence of four 
separate Governments for the last two 
decades has combined with the natural 
centrifugal tendency of Arab society to 
produce local ambitions and feeling and 
vested interests which it will not be easy 
to break down; the rivalry- of families 
and dynasties is only one example of 
these ambitions and interests/’ 

dO It implies no special reflection cm the 
people of the Middle Hast that King 
Abdullah s lack of adequate financial re¬ 
sources seriously hampers his conduct of 
an effective campaign in favour of his 
schemes Personally, moreover, he enjoys 
none of the prestige which his brother 
Faisal enjoyed, and it is not too much to 
say that the difficulties attending the reali¬ 
sation of a project so completely in 
harmony with the original aspirations of 
the Arab nationalists would disappear at 
the approach of a more acceptable sponsor, 
fn theory, no one has a clearer title 
to lead the movement than Abdullah 
himself, as the eldest surviving sou 
of King Husain and also as one 
closely associated both before and after 
1916 with the Arab revolt against the 
Turks, In spite of fierce opposition King 
Abdullah is unlikely to desist from his 
efforts, The following quotation from 
Meredith Townsend's essay 4i Asia and 
Europe/ written at the end of the last 
century, seems especially applicable to 
Greater Syria:— 

** None hut tb<*se who have lived 
among Asiatics can unde man* I how an 
oriental mind can brood over an idea. 
It in perhaps the most marked disl na ¬ 
tion between him and the Western man : 
the European thinks, the oriental only 
reflects, and if left to himself the idea 
turned over endlessly in his mind 
hardens into the consistency of steed " 

R t.*w a reft Dr pn rtm*>nf y 
Forman Office. 

iMfA Jfintrtry, lD4s 
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44 King Abdullah's White Paper " 

Preamble 


The question of Greater Syria or the 
reunion of natural Syria is not an exotic 
contrivance but a basic national problem 
deriving from I he country's geographical 
and historical position, from the nation's 
will, from the Covenant made some thirty 
years ago and from the decision* taken at 
various and numerous patriotic con¬ 
ferences and meetings. 

It is certain!y a regrettable set-back to 
the Arab cause thaE this blessed call should 
he resisted seditiously and unjustly by a 
provincial scheme which resembles a tomb 
of which the existence is sterile and its 
interior is complete darkness, a tomb 
which looks at life with the same eye as 
it looks at decayed limbs. 

In order la escape from the general field 
of l‘ on test, the separatum! sts have 
a hindered and spread many disturbing 
rumours about this innocent call. They 
have gone far in preaching that a connec¬ 
tion with Transjordan would not bring 
forth anything but enchainment, and are 
vehemently objecting to the reunion of the 
two countries The reparationmts well 
know that, by not responding to the call 
to union or federation, they dismember 
tlu-ir own country in order to present 
portions to those who initiated the 
partition. Do they not realise that their 
pretence is inconsistent nut. only with the 
natural endeavour of all living nations 
having a common object, hut also with 
their own acts and declarations ? Did they 
not tall for unity when the bare sward of 
the mandate was hanging over their 
heads? Did not the nation make a mutual 
covenant of unity when all the Syrian 
provinces; both coastal and internal, in the 
north and in the south, were under the 
mandatory rule? 

Is there any justification for abandoning 
(he national covenant and severing 
spiritual and politic a| relations with one 
of the country's dearest and bravest 
provinces for the simple reason that it has 
removed the mandate, escaped the Zionist 
threat, and acquired full independence? 
Puri it be any thing but lack of a sense of 
duty that one should ignore and reject the 
extended hand of one's brother and the 
call for a meeting in a common house on 
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soil soaked with the sweat, tears and blood 
of the forefathers? 

We would not be far from the truth if 
we asked, tentatively and with due regard 
to tiie difference in the cases, whether 
Egypt would disapprove of the unity of 
the Nile Valley ticca use the Sudan, for 
example, was governed under the lbttS# 
treaty? Is not Egypt holding to her 
national covenant and doing everything 
in her power to realise the unity of ttie 
Valley, endeavouring thereby to put 
matters right? The difference between the 
two cases is so obvious that il cannot be 
denied : Transjordan and Syria are one 
country and the Transjordan Treaty is not 
that of 1899 The Transjordan Treaty is 
at the dispose! of those who would read 
it and make a fair and impartial 
niuiparison. The Transjordan Treaty is 
far better than (he treaties of the other 
Arab State* The t reat ion of c onnexion* 
aiming at securing the welfare of both the 
State and the- tuition does not curtail or 
diminish national rights acquired inier- 
na Don ally and within the frame work of 
the United Nations Charter. 

Is it true that the natural unity of Syria 
would It* incoitaiatenl with Arab unity? 
fa ii"i the unity of Syria a natural part of 
Arab unity, in which it should be placed 
so a* to appear before the world in a luetter 
light? Is it true that the difference in the 
form of government in the different 
province* justifies the continuation of 
partition with its resultant aloofness, 
between the inhabitants of the same coun¬ 
try t Who denies that the form nf govern 
merit is to he decided upon by the nation 
itself after (he reunion? Who can deny 
that political union is not interdicted by 
niiy form of government? Finally, who 
can deny that the country—with the excep¬ 
tion of dear Palestine—has now acquired, 
from an international point of view, her 
unlimited freedom, so that the nation can 
decide for itself all these problems * 
Furthermore, should the Covenant of the 
Arab league—which is a limited Covenant 
of voluntary ni-operatinn—be r mcRns of 
freezing thr Arab cause and crystellistng 
it in a final shape? Is not this Covenant 
a beginning, and not an end, in accordance 
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wiili tlie terms of which the Arabs can 
go beyond mere co-operation to establish 
wider relationships and form a stronger 
body ? Is it right (hat the expression of 
national aspiration* in any Arab country 
or the zealous mil to unity of our Syrian 
pi mines should be met with indifference 
and rejc lion in order to please those who 
are never satisfied unless they are tramp¬ 
ling on mir dear county! 

Finally. is it true that, in her most 
m re 1 1 siruggk% TransjonIan is on ly seek ¬ 


ing her own advantage and benefit f Has 
not Transjordan, from the ven start, 
called for the continuance of the Arab 
struggle with no aim except to lead the 
naiion uijJ il all its goals are attained f Has 
it he ■ i f'irgotten ! hat, Transjordan h < 
Always betii and .still is ready k> submit 
tg the nation s will Ik * 1 tore and af ter alt I 
fhe answers to all these quest ions will 
be found in the written document *. and 
i mown facte contained in this book, 
{Nut primed.}, 
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SYRIA; ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1947 


Mr , Broadmrad t& Mr. Hem. 

(Na 19} Bama&evti, 

Sir, 4f/< F*brtmiy, 1948 

1 have tin* honour to transmit herewith 
the annual report on Syria for 1947, which 
has loii written by Mr. Male, third sec re 
tary m His Majesty’s legation. 

[ have, At. 

P. M PROA DM FAD 


Fncioaure in No 2 

.4 nnuul Politirnl Rsrs tr of Syria, H!47 

In the closing days of 104fi Jamil 
Mardam became Prime Minister in succes¬ 
sion to Saadiillah John, and has held this 
Appointment throughout the year. The 
latter half of 1940 under the Jabn Govern¬ 
ment was remarkable for the progressive 
consolidation of ait independent Syrian 
Administration; but in 1947 there has been 
no comparable sustained interest in 
internal administrative affairs on the part 
of the Government, since Jamil’s interests 
an* largely in the realm of external politics; 
in April he became Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in addition te Prime Minister. 

The first elections to Parliament in an 
autoiioniouic Syria wore held in July. The 
elections were m-ndlifted on a nue degree 
foods an innovation accepted by Ihe 
Government as a result of demonitrations 
by student# and a vigorous p m& campaign. 
f|ie elections were by and large fairly eon 
ducted, and the results were illuminating. 
They represented a trial of strength 
between the two ouiatanding peraonaliUea 
in the country, Shukri Kuwatli and .Tiunil 


(lin'dred 2fit A February) 

Mat-dam. In the first round of the elec- 
turns the President’s supporters were 
defeated by the Prime Minister’s; in 
bid lot Age operations for the undecided 

*#ai> Like President’s candidates were more 
sue-.cssful than the Prime Minister s. In 
Damascus considerable pressure was 
applied to secure this result Doth men 
desired a Chamber which would vote 
solidly for them in 1948 when the presb 
demini elections are held. In the result, 
however, neither has a majority and an 
uneasy truce has been patched up. though 
the key posts for internal security of 
Minister of the Interior and Minister of 
l h fence are held by the President's bench 
men. In the last session of 1947 a Rill 
passed, by their common agreement! 
through its first stage, which, if it is finally 
accepted, will permit election for a second 
consecutive presidential term. ! he new 
Parliament elected in July is more than 
ever a group of individuals, for the party 
system suffered a further dec line during the 
year, when the old National bloc (the group 
founded by the President under the 
mandate with the object of securing Syria s 
independence), which was the only party in 
the British parliamentary sense* was 
heavily defeated in the elections as a result 
of Ihe disagreement between the President 

and the Prime Minister ( In 20th Ju. 

Saadu Huh John, last year? Prime 
Minister, a figure of outstanding internal 
political importance and a strong party 
politician in the National bloc, died; and 
since his death no statesman has arisen 
capable of farming and maintaining a 
party. 
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Popular interest and claimwr dti ring the 
year nu* been directed on external affairs, 
moving in rapid *n< region from Hatay 
question early in the year to the Egyptian 
hearing at (he t niteJ Nations, to Greater 
Syria in the middle of Lite year and, finally, 
Palestine from lbe lime of the appointment 
of the United Nutions Special Comncnssion. 
King Abdullah s visit to Turkey to con¬ 
clude a treaty iiL the end of 1946 made 
Syria apprehensive of encirclement; the 
King s impolitic action in leaving lurkish 
soil from Like port of AtexoniiretUi was 
interpreted as s how i ng that he aceepted the 
cession of the Hatay to Turkey in return 
for a secret agreement on Greater Syria, 
At a point in the negotiations with Egypt 
in the early part of the year, when sin 
impasse had been reached, the Syrian and 
Lebanese Prime Ministers offered their 
good offices to seek u ^omprouiise. I he 
offer was auepted* Init time result wtc in I lit* 
evonL nil The mos ive uoderlying the offer 
would appear to be a genome desire to com¬ 
pose the d ifferences existing Kr tween I lie 
United Kingdom and the leading State in 
the Arab League; for on this rejaLionahip 
depended tin- extent to which public 
opinion in the other Arab States would yn 
turn accept co-operation with Britain., 
From i he Syrian point of view the break¬ 
down of negotiations ami the final stale¬ 
mate at the United Nations ha* imposed on 
politicians the necessity of careful revision 
of their uitinidi to ns, in order not to move 
outside the framework of Arab League 
policy. 

Coincident with the end of the elections 
in August came a further call from King 
Abdullah for the unity of Syria with 
Transjordan. Within Syria there w&* an 
immediate reaction against this move no 
Hoyalist candidate succeeded in the idw- 
lions (for none dared openly to proclaim 
himself as suc h) and country wide meetings 
were held in which the glorious unfettered 
freedom of Syria was contrasted with the 
bondage of franajorclam the tool of the 
coloniser. The fund word came from the 
President, who. in a widely publicised 
sjHfvh, recorded the achievement of Syria 
since her indepenflentx 1 and concluded by 
offering that Transjordan, ihc port, should 
join Syria the whole. This temporary 
round mg “Off »f an essentially national 
question left the way open for Syria to 
con rent rate on the affairs ut Palestine, 

Throughout the period during which the 
United Nations Special Committee was 
preparing its report. Syrians were per¬ 


suading them selves that all would come 
right in the end. On publication of the 
report the public were .still mnfident in the 
justice of t heir case, for by now they identi¬ 
fied their interests with those of Palestine, 
proceedings in New York during the 
hearing were attentively followed, and rite 
official British statements cm policy for 
the termination of the mandate were on the 
whole well reived. The division of the 
Assembly iti favour of partition c&me* 
therefore, a:- a shook, and was immediately 
followed by a strike ami demonstrations in 
Damascus and Aleppo causing some deaths, 
ami incidents: otvurred an which the 
American and French Legations were 
entered and their flags turn down. T he 
demonstraters* who were unaware of & 
recent change of location of the Russian 
Legation, failed tu find it whilst their 
enthusiasm nm high. Following the inter¬ 
vention of UK MujcsLy s rhnrge d’ Affaires 
to obtain the -tailing-off of the strike, 
tension in I ’< ■: -.us *iibsitl?il. Blaine for 
the incidents was laid on Communists 
(whose Damascus nHur had been gutted in 
the first d«\ of the demonstrations), and 
the Minister of the Interior took the 
oirnrioti b> i lose down all Gomimuiist offices 
throughout the country. The temper of the 
country had bee® set by these preliminaries, 
which are thought to have been sponsored 
by the I 1 resident, and wildly enthusiastic 
but unrealistic projects for raising, train¬ 
ing and financing a liberation ftvmy 
appeared almost overnight and recruiting 
centres for volunteers were set up 'through¬ 
out the country. For all this, volunteers 
did not come forward in the expected 
numbers and contributions in money were 
equally backward Underneath this show 
preparations on more solid lines were 
made i the Ministry of Defence placed con- 
tracts with Czechoslovakian and Belgian 
firms for the supply of armaments; General 
Tab a el Hash! mi was installed in an office 
in the Ministry of Defence, whence he 
ad mi a iste red t he vol uu tee re - the ex- Briii* h 
army camp at Qatiamh near Damascus 
became & general training ten ire fnr picked 
bands of volunteers organised on a regional 
basis; Irakis. Egyptians and Palest ini an* 
came into Syria for training; and a Mili¬ 
tary Conscription Bill was pfcwd Along 
the Palestinian frontier, where army units 
hful for a short time been strengthened, 
there were minor incidents arising out of 
the uncertainty of the boundary in same 
places hut up till t-be end of the year there 
were no indications of men in large xmm- 















22 


2 a 


In-re infill rating into Palestine It seams 
probable that this decision to prepare Syria 
as the main base fen future operations, 
though primarily dictated l>y military 
neiessity. »t< iu.trpted the more willingly 
by the President because it would give 
Syria a leading role vis-d-m Transjordan 
ami would provide in the future proof of 
Syria s valuable contribution to Arab aims 
The extent to which suspicion and jealousy 
of Transjordan and to a leaser extent Iraq 
affect the internal affaire of Syria, and 
Syrian behaviour within ihe Arab league 
and towards Britain, cannot be oyer* 
emphasised. 

In the held of foreign relations Syria's 
independence m it uneasily on her through 
the year. The corner-alone of her policy 
was strict conformity with ihc Arab 
League line and her professed aims have 
been the furtherance of Arab and Moslem 
unity. Yet throughout the year her rela¬ 
tion* with Ijt-hai. 'H li;retit* more strained 
as a resuli of ecnrunm differences. her 
relations with Iraq havt* heeii relations of 
suspicion, and there is iS1 no Iraqi 
Minister heading the diplomatic m tad oil 
to Syria, nor is there any Transjordan 
representative at all. The U.S,S.R. ifl 
regarded with deep distrust, which mu; not 
lessened W the Russian Hoc rates in favour 
of the partition «w Palestine; the Syrians 
have been happy to agi m to a further 
repatriation during the year of Armenians 
to Soviet Armenia Relations with France 
have in some very small measure improved; 
the majority of the French school? have 
been permitted to reopen, But no free 
so - vptance of things French can come about 
until the negotiation* between Syria and 
the tabanon and France on financial 
matters, including the currency backing, 
wlifi H prfKtHjcted in Paris for the latter 
quarter of the year, have been etmdiud«L 

Mi ... ome of these disc Unions and the 

generosity of the French settlement will 
depend the extent to which the French are 
allowed onci? again to bring to Syria their 
cultural activities- During the year there 
were accredited to Syria the represent' 
tiveti of Belgium, Czechoslovakia. Poland. 
(I'tiwe, Sweden and Italy. Mr, P, S. 
Scrivener, os lire! British Minister to 
rit, iiY'ifKiinr the Gdiaiiom. presented his 


ricriveiter nf Syria A desire to work in 
close oi-operatiori with Britain in all 
matters not directly affecting Palestine, on 
winch Syria reserved her attitude. Ihe 
same point lias l«?en made to other members 
of the legation staff by officials of the 
Ministry fur Foreign Affairs* and our 
advice and suggested course of action have 
been sought on several occasions. In spite 
of this the Syrian delegate on the Security 
Council, Faris Khouiy, made perhaps the 
most forcible speech in support of the 
Egyptian case during the Anglo-Egyptian 
hearing; and during the hearing of the 
Corfu Channel complaint he abstained 
from voting on a legal technicality. In 
both in stances the legation was assured that 
Faris Ivhotiry had acted on his own initia¬ 
tive ; and in the Egyptian case His Majesty's 
Minister was informed that he had directly 
contravened his instructions. Norn- the 
1 l»ss. Faris Khoury was not retailed from 
Now York, and vma referred to in speeches 
hv member- of the Government in terms of 
the highest praise. 

Tribal control remained at a high level 
throughout the year, ami the Government s 
internal security forces—the gendarmerie, 
police and tribal forces-■—undoubtedly in¬ 
creased in efficiency. The minorities were 
adequately protected, save in Aleppo foL 
lowing the United Nations decision on 
Palestine when Jewish buildings were 
I noted and burnt, though wiilioiil loss of 
life to the* Jewish community, The situa¬ 
tion in the Jebel Dmze engaged the 
Cove rumen Is attention from June till the 
end of the year, A dispute arose Ijetween 
the Ail rash, the hereditary ruling family, 
and the Assail factions. In the first 
instance the dispute was concerned wiih 
appointments to Government posts in Lhe 
Jebel, where the Aasalia rhallcaged the 
right of the Alt rashes to provide all the 
higher official*. Later the dispute widened 
to include the question of Parliamentary 
re presentation, since in the eWLinna all the 
successful candidates were A tt rashes. 
There is no doubt that the Government 
intervened with subsidies U» the anti* 
Attraah faction, which had some local sue 
cesses in armed forays; and the refusal of 
the Govi'rument. to validate tint election of 


Party were represented. Towards the end 
of the year, under the pressure of events in 
Palestine, a truce was patched up, a new 
M oh a fez of Irebancse Druse extraction re* 
plated the Emir Hassan At trash, and the 
Jebal Druxe became the Moh&fezat of 
•Soueida and was Bins integrated with the 
nt i rum 1 Sy ri an a dmi ni &L rat i vo systc in, *1 he 
settlement is, however* uneasy, and ihe 
AttrasJhe^ have kept in dose contact with 
King Abdullah and Hi? Majesty's Lega¬ 
lise 

In the economic field the cost of living 
remained fairly eoimtant until the last 
quarter of the year, when an abnormally 
low grain harvest in combi nut ion with 
currency uncertain lies caused price- to 
advance Appreciablv Cases of cholera in 


(No. 2b E,J 

His Majesty's Minister at Damascus 
presents hi? compliments to His Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affaire and lias the honour to transmit 
Economic Summary for December 1947 
and January 11*48 from the Commercial 
Secretary, Damascus. 

Damtvstttt, ]Sf/i February, 1948, 


Enclosure in No, 0 

EtuMtnk Summary for December 1947 and 
January 1948 

General 

The financial negotiations with France 
WiJ their effect on the general eixieomh 
relation? between Syria and the tahuion 
^tinned u> be the main topic of interest 
during the two month- under review For 
a short period, however, attention was 
directed to coinbutiiig an outbreak of 
cholera* the first suspected cases being re¬ 
ported on tIHh December in the village of 
Mahajjeh, near Dainasi us, Measures were 
'-dee ii immediately to restrict movement of 
population to and from affected areas, and 
arrangements made for inoculating the 
•mu ire population, In all forty*four cases 


December, ami the- ^nsequent restriction 
J- Ifl movement pushed prices further up. 
1 hp epidemic was rapidly and energetically 
controlled and Kyrirt was declared free of 
cholera in c?arJy January, Prices were 
further influenced by the decision of the 
Soeuny \ acuum Oil 1 ;omj «11 ay, 1 1ie cmiu try' s 
main supplier, to cut supplies of fuel to 
Syria in mid-November, The decision waa 
reversed before it was due I*> lie imple¬ 
mented, but the country as a whole did not 
credit the explanation of a world fuel 
shortage given for the proposed cut. and saw 
in it a manoeuvre to force the country into 
accepting the Trans-Arabian Pipe-Line 
Company's request for way-leave through 
Syria, agreement for which had not been 
granted by the end of the year. 


(Htrt ictd 3rd .1/ qreh ) 

of cholera were reported, of which eighteen 
proved fatal. No further cases were re¬ 
ported alter 29llt December, and Syria was 
officially declared free of cholera as from 
17th Jannarv. 

Trade 

The unsatisfactory progress of the nego¬ 
tiations with France ha? continued to cause 
an all-round decline in trade. Local 
markets have become very dull* while ex¬ 
port trade has been, greatly restricted 
owing to the Government s policy of direct¬ 
ing exports to scarce currency areas In 
this latter connexion the Minister of 
National Economy has decreed that licences 
will lie granted for the export of 37 ton* 
of cotton yarn on condition thiiL full pay¬ 
ment is obtained in scarce currency. Simi ¬ 
lar decrees hair been is?tied covering 
lentils* beans and pya$ p while numerous 
ni her export commodities formerly uncon¬ 
trolled are no lunger permitted to lx? ex¬ 
ported except under an export lirem-c. 

Import trade suffered a severe setback on 
2BiJi January, when all hanking traits- 
actions in foreign exchange were *us- 
fjemled, and since 3rd February—when the 
purchase of sterling on the fm? market " 
became no longer possible in consequence of 
the Treasun order prohibiting payment 
for tailed Kingdom export® from 


letter? on llth April; Mr. V. M 
BnmdmMiri succeeded him aurl prelated 
hta letter? on 8th l^reemlver. 

SvriaV relations with Great Britain have 
been, in view of the prevailing xenophobia, 
(wvj The President assured Mr. 


the Attraab Parliamentary candidate*, 
owr-ridin^ iln- nilitig of n Government 
cnMmihi.siou. which hud ls*eii apjKHiited to 
supervise and report on the elections, pro* 
longed the diftseusinus In the event the 
Jcbd had until the end of the year only 
one non-party Deputy in Parliament, whilst 
neither the Atfcraahes nor the Popular 


Southern Syria were imnnumed in raid- 
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I French Account Xu. 2 imj>ort trade 
has virtually cease'! 

Agriculture 

Although no details lure yet available 
concerning lhe total area under cultivation,, 
it reported from official sources that the 
grain at ccagi; wwii tMa year eXtet'Js iIillL 
nf H+47 Rainfall throughout the country, 
specially in the grain producing areas, 
hj is ven sfLliafsu uiry and prospects of 
a gutnl harvest are very promising. 

Finance 

Progress towards a settlement of the 
financial negotiation* with France re¬ 
mained a matter of specula lion^not with¬ 
standing the frequent unconfirmed press 
stKtemonts la tlie effect- that an eany agree- 
meiit on all nut standing problems was 
ex- pc* le> 1—u nti I the latter | tart of J anna it . 
when it became apparent that the French 

I I r ■ IJ M I - S i: - although >■ 'T:li”»vh:i1 1 1'" " I ' -" '‘ I 

Li cm pa red with those originally put for¬ 
ward. were still unacceptable to rfyria. 
Considerable anxiety prevailed lest the 
Lebanon should sign an agreemetit to which 
Syria. was not prepared to k L a signatory, 
hi id frequent, diwiissions took place 
between the iwo Governnii-nts* On dlst 
January, the dale fixed for signing the 
joint agreement, the Syrian t Government 
announced that it was not prepared to 
juvept the tonus, whereupon ihe French 
decided to postpone final signature for a 
further week in the hope that Syria 
wmi Id eve nt mi Sly give way. On flih 
February, as Syria was still deter 
mined in kI to 'accept the condition* 
offered, ilie l^ebanon alone signed the agree¬ 
ment with France. The agreement has yet 
i 0 |>e ratified by the Lebam-ne Chamber uf 
Deputies; meanwhile the Syrian Govern- 
rnent is continuing to explore every possible 
avenue through meetings with leading local 
commercial nod industrial organisation* to 
itiflnernt 1 the I^baue^o Government into a 
joint break away from the franc and estab¬ 
lishing their own national bank and 
< M,i rn’iy ln Uti* connexion two Egyptian 
!1 n, i,il experts, one of whom Dr. Abdul 
Hakim Itifai. arrived in Damascus on 
2nd February at the invitation of the 
Syrian Government tn advise on thecstab 
Li shine nt of an independeilt Syrian currency 
and the backing necessary. 

The first official statement regarding the 
negotiations with France was made by the 


Syrian I "rime Minister at a prex* confer¬ 
ence ou -2nd February, a ironslatiimC) of 
winch h attached. 

In an exclusive interview given to Akf 
Bi on sili February. Lhe Minister ot 
Firm nee i> reported T> have disclaimed ull 
knowledge of the recently reported offer by 
Tapline "to make an advanced payment of 
m million dollars, against eventual 
royalties, as cover tor Syria* currency. 
He added that he *' saw no need fur such a 
large amount of foreign currency for ust- 
tts cover and. furthermore, Syria did not 
require loans or foreign currency to rower 
the present note issue, ‘ In normal years 
Syria could acquire sullkient coverage from 
exports.” * 1 Syria could sell surplus wheat 
abroad for 35 million pounds ami could buy 
gold exchange abroad ut £Syr IS a 
pound.” He saw' no need for linking the 
Syrian currency with the Egyptian, but 
what he would like to see >oos a t-oiii,- 
mon currency circulating in all A rub 
countries whose monetary ay stems were not 
tied up with those of foreign IWers. I to 
said that he ” would like Syria to estab- 
lish its own bank " I he Baiujne de 
Syria et du Lilian.' he pointed out, *' bad 
been organised with a capital of 
£Sy r.fltW.CMK) and very little gold cover,’ He 
was convinced that the separation of the 
Syrian and I^banese mi reimks would lead 
n, n separation of the economic interests of 
the two countries, but in any event it need 
not ntw-mrily prevent their continuing 
commercial exchanges on a new basis in 
asxxJFdance with the change in their relative 
positions. The Minister stated, " From 
to-davon we shall sell our j i ftx l itire abroad for 
scarce currency needed for securing our 
own currency and economy, hui this should 
not be interpreted us meaning that we wish 
io harm the [.■e-bouon The "Minister of 
Finance concluded hi* interview by saying, 
■' the economic agreements with the 
Lebanon would remain valid until JL-4 
March, This would allow time in which 
to discus* the liquidation of mutual mi 
| erests e\iTi*i deration would have to be 

given uj the question of n Syrian port if 
thu' customs of the two countries were to be 

separated.” 

Following lhe devaluation of the franc 
or i oflth January immediate instructions 
V p re issued by the Foreign \vxchange Office 
—operating under lhe ad ministration of 
the Han quo tic Syria eL du Lilian to all 
banks in Syria to suspend until further 
nolii>‘ all exchange transaction* in foreign 


(i) Hot pSnW 


£5 


ttirreriLie? At the -ame rime the Ranque 
de Syric et du Liban bxed the dfficiaJ rate 
of lhe n.ijh m illation l>i the Syrian 
pound nt U7■ £3 francs as against the 
former rate of 54-38 franco A week later 
find February) the Banque dc Syne et du 
Liban t on instructions from their Beirut 
odkc, suspended further credit and dis¬ 
count business. Thi step etnneided with 
inst ruction* i - sue< 11 >\ s he Lcba ncec ant hors - 
tie* os sHt]> nn> mrthcr transfers of 
currency to Syria, which re-siiitefl nn nil 
banking business licing brought to a stund- 
stil| r As the other local bank* either have 
credits with the Bftnqrie de Syrie et dti 
Lahnu oil which iboy .iraw when newsman", 
or obtain advan ce from their offices in 
Beirut, they were likewise obliged to sus¬ 
pend further credit and discount busintw* 
in order to preserve euch funds as they 
held to meet any sudtlcn demand on defjO'it 
accounts. This state of aiT&iis lasted fur 
a week, when the Banquet fe Sync ci du 
^iban. at tJic iv-ipiftjt of the Syrian Gove no 
iriojit, were obliged to resume nortmil fecal 
credit jimi discount tran*acti(ins. 

'I he texts rtf three legislative doc reps were 
published in the pre^s on lltfa bebniary 
providing for (a) the abolition of the joint 
Exchange tlommiUee, coinp®ed of repre¬ 
sentatives of l h* 1 FreneJi Exchange ORice 
and the Syrian and Lebanese States; (5) the 
establfsbmcm of an independciH Syrian 
l.vi liangc Control Committee, composed of 
the controller of the department of isMie, 
as president, and repivsii-ni .i .- of the 
Ministers of Finance and Naitoim] 
Fftmomy; (r) the estaIrishment of an mde- 
peindenl Foreign Exchange Office under the 
ad mini eh ration of the Minister of Finance 
or one or more hanks designated by the 
Minister of Finance The office will h< 
spoil alb le for fixing the buying and selling 
rait-* for foreign currencies in accordance 
with ins true Hon* ci ike representative of Lhe 
Minister of Finance; (<f) granting Lhe 
Minister of Finance authority to guarantee 
the ilifferunce of the cover for the Syrian 
oote igsue resulting from tin- licuLluatian 
of the freenc, and to issue Treasury bonds 
without interest, and (r) transactions in 

! ri-ni b frarjis Io In' subjeoi in rise comli 

tiotij? applicable to alt other foreign cur- 
femies (fonnerly transact ion* in French 
francs were restricted). 

According to figures published in the 
[Ifficui! G'tizttte the tola! Syrian currency 
■n < irculation on loth January was 
ESyr, 175,500,000 in rrepect of which the 


department of issue (Banque de Syrie et 
du Lthan} hidd the following < over 

JL Syrian 

Crii nage ... ,,, 2,471 t 08r> 

Foreign cut nancy ... 171X^.443 

Advance to Government IJ70,472 


Tota] .. 175.500,000 


f j ’|Sfi Prices ,—The weekly prices ruling 
in IkniiLt -us for 3 hr sovc re j gn d li ri ng 
Dhccmtber and January were follows 


3nl December 
■ 0th lifts!mher 
17t b I feccml»r 
24: h Deocinber 
*11 *t December' 
7th January 
14ih January 
21 >t January 
2^1 h January 


Jt Syrian 
47- HI 4- 00 
Tr bO 40 35 
45-20 40 10 
45 HJ 45 50 
45*30-45 5o 

45- 40 45 75 

46- 50 46-75 
4- 4o 40 -20 
4S■75-50■25 


Titer-.' acre no quotation* for the At-4a 
bar during the period. 


Budget 

In the lununnn ["•r Xr>vift 3 l>-r Ji-r.L,|^ 
ivi'h of thr tlnifi btidgot f<H lot- 
presented to Purliament by the Mint-icr 
of Fitmnte. The budget with the accom¬ 
panying budget few was fiassed In t.W 
Chamber of Deputies on 20th January and 
fex-amc- effective on 31st January on sigtio- 
i.nre by the President of the Hepublic and 
publication *rj the Official *tt. Details 
of expenditure and estimated revenue of 
the budge! a.* finally passed., together with 
comparative figures for last year, are 
attached O Guts iti expend if ure have been 
mainly dfectwi under the headings of 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Minis¬ 
try of Public Works (approximately 
T*Syr 4.50O,tM)O} which ofget the major in¬ 
creases made in the grants for Defence and 
Education (£Syr 4,700,000). 

Coinage 

For some time past t-iuisideraticuj hoe 
t«en given to the question of replacing the 
Syrian small denomination currency notes 
in circulation by metal coins. It fe now 
learned that in December orders were 
placet! with the Birmingham Mini and 
Messrs, LC I. Ltd, (Metal Division] for a 
total of 12 million coins, viz., 4 mill inn each 
of 2£, 5 and 10 piastre* denomination. The 
totsii value of the oombined order is 
£10.673 


f l 1 Not jnn<*d 











as 


Comm unicat inns 

Decrees issued by the Minister of Works 
and Communication provide for the estab¬ 
lishment of direcL wireless telegraphic com- 
ini.miiation between Syria and Heju. 2 ; 
(Decree No, 1251, dated 6th December) and 
Syria and Egypt (Deem* No, 41, of 15th 
January). In each ease the exchange 
cent re in Syria will be Damascus, and the 
service operated fruna transmitter* pur* 
chafed from the British and American 
army disposal? wliirh are already in use for 
similar ^Hbiumucalion with other neigh- 
I mu ring Middle Hast countries. 

A ion trail for llu- installation »f auto- 
nuitic telephone exchanges, and broad- 
ca-tiiig st Uions was signed between the 
Standard Telephone Company and the 
Syrian authorities on 14th January, the 
total value of which is approximately 
£1.170,000. It embraces automatic tele¬ 
phone exchanges at Damascus (@.(KK) lines), 
Aleppo (6.000 lines,', Homs {1,500 lines), 


Laiu.dfi (_ 1 JMH> tines), and Bam a (1.000 
lines). including the supply of 10.000 tele¬ 
phone instruments and other associated 
equipment The broadcasting stations are 
to he erected at Sablmura and S&r&qeb. 
The station at Sabbonra, the site of the 
existing broadcasting nation about 15 
idiom weal' of Damascus, will include a 
50-kw. medium-wave transmitter and two 
20-kw. short-wave tran^iJiiin-iwhile the 
Nation at Saraqeb, situated ;J#out 50 kilom. 
smith of Aleppo, will have a 20-kw. trans¬ 
mitter. Delivery is to start in twelve 
months* commencing w ith the equipment for 
the 1 )am&*u> automatic telephone ex- 
change, and it is planned to complete the 
tot ill project within three to three and 
a hal f vear&. 

A, HALLEY, 

First .itcr tan/ {Comm^rcioi}, 


Damascus, Hth Ftbnmrjf, IMS 
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SYRIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS, 1948 

Mr Bnmtmtmtl to Mr Serin- {Itereirml 9th July} 


(Ho, 85) Damascus, 

&r, June t IMS, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a 
report on heads of missions accredited to 
Sy i:i It will he noted that only six reside 
in Damascus; nine are in Beirut and font 
in Cairo Tho*e who live in Beirut are 
seldom seen in Damascus; of the Cairenes 
I have only seen the Pole, 

1 am copying this, ties patch to Bis 
Majesty A representatives at Beirut and 
Cairo. 

\ have, &c. 

P M RHOADMEAD 


En-alusurc m No. 4 

Hvadv flf Furri&a MWan la Sjrio. 1918 

k.-Milk at in iJjmjsyus 

t'U W Tf 

M J<iin IkfrcSv miniiicr (7Jn Atigu4 r 1946k 
Wirt the eufpiioa of » few tttoatits iprat m Kabul 
bcJoft coming ie nsimavcuv M. Sene** career htv 

f m i he vfe..1iinTanrart Bn.# and bri. ivnoti 

n limited acc-unJiQtly. H pay* Lip-Service lo Angk*- 

french cfiMsperaikm in -uLoribncc wrih imtmetionji, 
hm I feel he is suspicion*, of m Mime Serrev, when 
noi fedcr or looking sour, which h rare, can be 


quite pten-sani- The household is vomptaftl by Mute, 
Series’ Jaoghier of uncertain agi:, who helps with 
cookiag and cyphering and, I werntd say. probably 
funn the legation:. -.he mike* no attertipr U> hide her 
anli<Gemuui or pro-Russian syrrtpaTlitfe. 


Abdul Karnn Mahmud Fai, charge d’aiTaires flirt 

February. t^4S|. 

Mr, Tai came Io Damascus from Aleppo, where 
he bad tven consul for a few months, He appears |t< 
he friendly and 'fpcak* good Fnstbb He is married 
to a woman who looks like a gorilla and who speak* 
no European language, 


Hals 

M. Luiktt t ortesc. mimsicr (tab November, HM7), 
M. Cortesc i* a career dipkmialisi who spent many 
years j| Geneva with the League of Nations and later 
verged in the Far Fast. He tells me that be has 
absolutely no work to do and is profoundly bored, 
Hot h he and his wife are friendly people and a slight 
ray of light in ihe gf'Kma of the Damascus Diplonude 
Corps. 

bauiH * Tallin 

kMul A txt Ben Ztid, mirtssfer Dtah Jutw. iW), 
Although lie DOtuinaJls live* in Damascus, he 
spends moil of the winter in Beirut and st was some 
lime bc-Fofe I was able to exchange cith Since then 
t haw seldom seen him He spseaks no European 
language. According u* die Diplomatic Lut. he has 
n wife, but I am not aware itaU anyone bus ever seen 
hex. 


Turkey 

St. AWtuahil Ai.sm, number <26ih June. 1^46.1, 

M. Akan came tu Damascus frdol Buenos Aires, 
'where h - hud spent some *ev;n years. Ntuurally, 
Turkish representative, his position is not an easy 
t>«e, but ] cannot say he is ins impressive figure anil 
his conversation., in French, is exmemeh hard to 
follow His wife i. quite plnsanl a;i-J seems to have 
bendjtcsL more from their tojourn m a foreign Und 
Ilian ihc minister let's. 

Lulled Slilit 

Mr. Rotutl L- MemcmrLSer T charge d'affaires tlOth 
July. 19471. 

More than one year ago Mr. Ailing was appointed 
first American Muiisier so Sinn He \vj. later 
appointed to Pakistan and Mr, J. U Kr::, was 
appointed in his place a.v lone ujxci as Iasi October: 
be has, however, still not arriiL-d, In the meamime 
rtx legation h:r, Ix.n m chaise of Mr \femmir -r. 
Who ha- not had very many year* 1 scrsjce and it 
obviously witting under the strain of American policv 
over the Puleslinc question. 


Resident in Beirul 

(Those marked with an n^icn'.k have secretaries 
resident in Durnasetis) 

Arqeprln* 

M Albeno \‘jnas, minister Mth .August, 194* . 

Bclgifim 

"‘Count Cftrtlrci d * Asp; e.-Tion !-Lvnd cn. Tninkte- 
(■filh January, 1*J4”p, 

Bmril 

Vacant. 


Cxf*eheiimnki9 

M. Karel Stanek, charge d'afi^tc-- ! Ulfi Oslo it. 


*Awad Bahmoui &ev. minidcr C2nd October. 
1947). 

Peran 

■*M Zcin^el-Abdine Raknciu, minklet (Dili 
NorvemlKr, | ij, -:m, 

Spain 

M Tcodoxo Rut/ de Cne'. d^iffaires t : rd 

mjj. i my 

Suvicl 1,'niun 

*M. Daniel Solod, minister D(ub October, 1944k 
Yu Vdovin 

M Viktor Vitim a r. chare i d'.ct.ufis H5th kn-.u-it, 
19471. 


iie id, nt in <'rtiru 

tireeee 

■M. G; 'Ties TfiaiiEapfrillidtc, itnn -tc. June, 

1947k 

Fnhind 

■ - Zygmiuit Waclaw Kul yowskL mini ter ;. "th 
April. i < )4?V 

SneJen 

Wjdar Rarer, min-oer f 24 ih June f«M 7 \ 

Stiff x*rlat|d 

Dr D Scene tan, minister Jesters nol yet presented J, 
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GROWTH OF THE NATIONAL PARTY IN SYRIA 

Mr. Sroadmrad to Mr Be sin {Retired l UfA ,/oh#| 


(No, 74. Confidents al) Domuscus, 

Sir, 5fA June* 1948. 

With re fere tux' to 1 lanmscas de^pajeh 
No. 72 of 2fl[|| June, 1U4T, I have the 
honour to report on 1 he growth of the new 

E arty known as the “ National Party* 1 ' It 
ad beciMtic nhvioii-s prior in the HJ47 dec- 
ttons ihai thf main ohjeei of Ihi* Nsitimml 
W«. liamdy, the elimination of the French 
from Syria. Iitui Iwn adiievpd, and the 
Syrian President then Jot ideil to oraue a 
party which would support him in ht& 
intention to Lie iv dccted for a second tenit 
of oRfce. To this end lit* sent Nebih el 
Axitteh (Syrian Personalities. No. 291 on n 
tour of norLhem Syria tn oiganiee support 
for the presidential list of candidates in 
the July eleeticm. As was rcjHtrled in 
pamgmph 9 of DamoKt-ua despatch No. 
of 2Sth July. JD47, a last-minute mano nvn* 
of Jamil Mordant resulted in the total 

3R895 


eclipse of President’s list in Aleppo and 
in a number of the northern consLituencies. 
Xe vert lie less, the present Chamber of 
133 Deputies contains some forty members 
of the National Party. 

2. In these ci roumstances it v, h,k even 
more important for the President to 
organa solid bloc of Deputies who would 
he prepared to vole for the alteration of the 
Constiiution in the ProsidenPs favour. To 
lids end X'ehih el Aitmeh waa provided with 
funds by the President for the expansion 
uf the XiiLional Party and hr was elected 
chairman of Ehe Central Committee. Thr 
party has f*e<‘n vigorously organised and 
now has brandies m Damnstois, \leppo, 
Lattakia, Hama, Honift and Jejirah, 
Amongst its members are to be found many 
of the old members of the National Mar and 
part it tiEarly those who an- ready in hitch 
thtdi wagons to Jshnkri Quwatli ’3 star. 
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it. Since October 1040, when all political 
parties were suppressed, no paflies are 
officially recognised by the Syrian Govern¬ 
ment- But the National Party fito made no 
secret of ilg existence ami the chairman has 
t>n more than one occasion given his views 
to the press run ^ueh m&tlm us the Franco- 
Syrian Mone-ury Agreement, the Amend¬ 
ment of the Syrian Constitution and 
Palestine, In connexion with Palestine he 
h&£ nigueil and sent a letter to the United 
Nations and in various (iove rumen Is. hostile 
to the Arab cause. The aims of the party, 
sis stated in its programme. are somewhat 
vague and in general run on pan-Arab and 
rationalist, lioes; it declares for instance, 
that Arabs, wherever they live, Eire of one 
nation of which Syria E* a part and that 
I hr party will strive t > liberate all parts of 
the Arab country and strengthen the legal, 

n. - hi l. cultural, economic and political tie^ 
between them; conversely,, that party 
will oppose any tendency imon.d stent with 
tlie -otpirali ti of tie Arab nation and C"t! 
aider* Zionism ,t hostile movement 
endangering Arab existence. With regard 
to internal policy the party will work for 
and effect the independence of %riit and 
will abide by the Constitution the 

ItcpEibiii nil regime, and will press for the 
reorganisation of the machinery of Govern¬ 
ment and the improvement of agrirllltUfe, 
industry and the social services of the 
Country, 

4, l p to the present, with the exception 
of the press interviews referred in above, 
tho party's sole activity has been to change 


the 1 oiistituiion in favour of the President 
and to ensure his re-election, 

5- The only other party which can Le 
said to exist is die Parliamentary Constitu¬ 
tion Party, limited to some thirty Deputies, 
which. I i tong St it has not vet issued a pro¬ 
gramme, is known to have much the same 
object in foreign and external policy as the 
National thirty and, in fact, to differ only 
in that it is not prepared to support blindly 
everything lhat the President desires. 

<1. The remaining sixty odd Deputies 
are. with few exceptions, uninterested in 
either the interna or external politics of 
the country, I’or the most, part they repre¬ 
sent the tribes nr purely agricultural areas 
and (.online I heir activities to voting fur the 
l i over ament in power so that they may 
more easily obtain their purely local 
recptirenictiis, tractors, lorries, a higher 
prior fur wheal or sheep, Government om- 
Lr.icisarid soon Jamil Hard mips value to 
the Svriau President lies in the fact that he 
lias for the past eighteen imuith* been the 
finly mam with sufficient parliamentary 
astuteness to be able to urnration a Govern¬ 
ment in power with the necessary working 
majority in the Chamber of Deputies It is 
doubtful whether any member of the 
\n(Lima 1 Party would yet he able to do so. 

I am "<pying this despatch to His 
Muj sr - representatives at Beirut, 
Bagdad and Amman and the British 
Middle Hunt Office 

I have. &r. 

P M BRQADMEAD. 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN SYRIA, 1048 


.Ur. Brmtimftul to .Ur, fin*in. {Retired Hi// July) 


{No, 8ti) 

Sir, BammcuSy 30fA Jum, 1048. 

With reference to Mr. Eyres"s despatch 
No. 27 of 27lh December, I94&. 3 have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith a 
revised report on the leading personalities 
in Syria, This has been prepared by 
Mr. bund us, 

3 have. &e, 

T M, BROADMEAD 


Enclosure 


I.va(tint; J'cjvci nj lines in Syria. 194S 

I. Abbas, Munir. 

Abouchar, Suteyman Sylv^ifl. 

3- Ahmed, Mohamet Suldimn a3. 

■3 ’Aidi, Abdul Kerim. 

5- Ailani, Munir. 

6- A.km$, Mit-hd. 

7. Alcuindros IlL Tahhan, 

8- Antlki, Ntim, 

9. Aphiam J. Mar Ignatius. 

10. Anwail.-iri. Nil jib. 

11. Arrian, Amii Add 

12. Assail, Sabri. 

13. A^ieun. Fill ha lb. 

34. Ala$ri + Ad nan. 

15. Atassi, Fddi, 

16- Atassi, Hashem al. 

17. Aifvn. Abdul tab. 

IS AnMri), Amiir H jssj n al. 

I 4 *. A Irish. Stdtan Kin Hamud PosJi.l d. 

20. Aycsh, Kjj Mohamet d, 

21. Ayoubi. Ah. 

22. Ann, Kbated al 

23. Azmeh. Aclil il 

24. Azmch. Nabih al. 

25. Rahil. Na-tsotih. 

26. Khafcd. 

27. Itakri Fait?,! ct 

28 . Rakri, Maxtor. 

2$. Ilirari, Husni. 

30. Banin, Muhsen 

31 Itittii. Najili Aflu. 

32. Bumdi, tiikliri 

33. Bukhari, Nassotthi al 

34. Da ham cl Kadi, Sheikh 

35. Daht. Haj Sami S*ycm il. 

36. Dandariii. Ali Abdul Karim. 

37. Faraj, Bishop Antntoc 

3S. Furaj, Mnhamed d Sheikh. 

39. Falavah, Mohamcd a! 

4I>. Fa'uf, Fa'ur Amir 
41 Choni. Said al. 

47 Hattar. Ltltfl, 

43. Rajp, Agba Haxsin, 

4-3 Halum, Havsan Bey al. 

45. Hakcm. Htimet d. 
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46 

47. 

48. 
49 
50, 
51 
52- 

53. 

54. 

55. 
5ft. 
57. 
5®. 

59, 

60 . 
61. 
62, 

63, 

64. 
65 
66 . 

67. 

68 . 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 
73- 

74. 

75, 

76, 

77, 

78. 

79. 
SO. 
81. 
82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

$6, 

87. 

88 . 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94 

95 




Hariri. Mebamtd Khcir. 

Hahn. Wahtw el 
Haicm. Dr, Anwar. 

Hawash, Aril. 

Hay a At. Toufiq. 

HitTd, Sbcil b Abbud al 
Hiadtdi, Gtcguiri:, 

Hiraki, Hilimai 
Homsi, Edmond, 

Horans, Aknsitt- 

Hubbi. Yuhamu, 

Hunaids, Mohatncd al. 

Huratki, Bishop Antoine. 

Ibish. Nun aL 
I bra hi >n l/isha. Khali I Bey. 
ir^Kri, Rsam. 

Ish;tt|, Said ttev. 

J«bs, Dr. Ruvhdt 
labri. Ih?an Bey al. 

Jatw. Me)d ed Din. 

Jeharai. Hassart Bey. 

Jridd. Mohamed, 

Kab Inara ^ Simt 
Kaitam, Almio, 

Kailani, Saudi iShami Pirl 
Kay ali. Abdurrahman. 

Kecau, Rudolphc. 

Kekhui, Kushdi. 

KbarLltan. Rifiac Ucut.-Colood, 

Khafib, Bahij Bey a|. 

Kboja, Hamid. 

Khcmn, Farti al 
Kbnuri, Fair al. 

Kinj. Ali il. 

Kinj, Ibrahim 
Lian, Mikhad. 

Maa.-varani. Abdul Hnidi Ben Abdullah 
Maa-varmi, Haj Subiman. 

Mubasin, Said 
Malayan, lb am. Colonel, 

Ma nihli, l iaj F*(d al. 

Mardam, i|aklar Bey. 

Mardam. Jamil. 

Mah-eT jhfi Abdul Muhsen al Jarba Sheikh. 
Malti, Abdul Wuhhab cl. 

Midaeii. Abdul Oadcr d 
Msltji. Raif 
Msno t Ghaleb. 


9b, 

97. 

98. 

99. 
100 . 
tOL 
102 . 
103. 

104 

105 
106 . 

107, 

108. 
109, 

no. 

111 . 


M ohammed. Said Agha d. 
Mudarr«. Mohansed Khalil 
Mujhem ben Atqhaid, Amir. 
Munibel. Jaw‘a4 el 
Mur-td, Lenn. 

Murhej, Farid, 

MtiTihnJ. Sheikh Rdkitii, 
Sjmy. Pa mad Ahmed 
Nir^tn cd Din, Abdul Baqi 
Outiami, Op La 
Qudmarti, Abdul Ghani. 
Oudmarii, Fuad. 

Oudsi. Narcm. 

Ouwatp, .Shukri. 

Rayess. Munir al. 

Rfycss, Najim cL 
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1 12. Rieaby, Haid-if. 

] 13. Rifai'i, Ahmed 
114- Sabah* Dr Ha>m. 

MS. Salmaoui. Jean. 

116. Saleh, Sheikh Nawwaf A &, 

117. Sayedi, Maxima IV. 

Ill Scbai, Ham Ben Gchati. 

! 19. Sebai, Sheikh Mustafa aL 
120. Sha'al.in, Amir Fswwaz 
I SI , Shamiefcu Toufki- 
122, Shafariau, Ah rued 
1X3, Sha.uh* Abdul Kanin. Emir. 


124. Shebabi. Amir Bahjat a!. 
121 Sbehabi. Amir Mustafa. 
116. Shenf. Umn 
127, Shfetab. Abdul Qader 
128 Si-iaurj, Wadi 1 . 

12*J. Stati, Mgr. hums. 

130. iulh. AM al 
I3l Urfi, SheiSi.li Said 
132. Yasijt. Touliq. 
nj. YukL Mohamet Said a I. 
134 Za'im. Colonel Efusrti eh 
135. Zain cd Din. hand, 


I. Abbas. Munir 

Bum about 190S. Of good Afawire family. 
Brother of ShawkaE Abba*. Muhalif of Alav lies. 
Wdl educated in France Haw}. Minister of Public 
Work - and € ft&te and Telegraph* in Hainan at 
Hi j ijn Govenlm;m 1 September 1941 to April 1'j425. 
jgiin in Husni Rtfari Government (.April. 1942 to 
aJnuar> I94J- and again in Jemil Llshi Government 
January 1943) and again in Jemil Llshi Govemnient 
1043 and l ,,J 47. Very intelligent and for sumt- 
ycars actively intrigued ugiinA the Central Govern* 
merit. 

X, Abaurhar, Suleyman sylvaia 

Bom Damascus about 1890 Greek Orthodox. 
Received his secomiar,, ciluCaW »» a civil engineer 
in Louvain. Belgium H#$ had experience in 
Mexico. Chief engineer of the Public Works 
Department, South Syria. transferred August 1944 
as Inspector of Public Works, Represented Syria 
on Communiaitton Committee of Arab League in 
February 1947- Speaks French and English, intdh- 
genu Capable, straight, Is interested in farming and 
in the gla« and sugar industries. Hot-tempered. and 
dislikes being contradicted. Cooperated fully with 
British army on their arrival in Syria. 

3. Ahmed, Mohamet Suleiman a I 

Alawitc An Arab poet known av " Badawi el 
Jcbtir is now a NjtioMlitt in politics.. He was at 
lust a Separatist and secretary to All Kmj in the 
Department of the Interior in the Jcbcl Aliwiie, 
but. quarrelling with the French over their 
administration, became a Nationalist, member of 
S'.ri.in Parliament for Banins. 1937. Went u> Iraq 
i«i |939 as pawfexsor of Arabic. Violently inli- 
French ami believed to have supported ftishrd Ah 
Rejlani against the British, Returned to Syria in 
1941 and w n elected Deputy for the Casta of Ulakia 
1943 and l*J47. and Secretary of Chamber of 
Deputies 

4. ‘ \idi. AMol Kerim 

Born 1003. educated in Dumoseux, but while 
Stilt j student wav Mtuicnced to live yean.' imprison¬ 
ment following the Crane Commission incidents and 
fkd to Transjordan, where he met King AIL whom 
he Mconspanicd n> tbe Hedf^ Returned to 
Damaveus tn 1927; principal of the Ulmiych College 
|929 39. Fled to Bagdad to escape arrest by the 
French, blit returned in 1941. Katmakam of Douttu 
1943 4J. Director of Police, Damascus. April 19*5 
to May 1946. during which period he was on very 
friendly terms with the officers of tlie British Mill* 
tars Security Mission and proved very co-operative. 
M 4iafe/ of 'Den* 1946 47. Appointed Mooafez of 
Hum December I94S. Was a leading member of 
the League of Notional Action and, consequently 
works in dO’-e harmony with the President and the 
National Party. He w a dose pcnanal fnend of 
the President. 

5. Ailani. Munir 

Son rtf Darwish Ajbn: Bom, Damascus 1910. 
Studied m France, where he graduated as doctor of 


bw. Author of a book nn Syrian Constitution 
Elected Deputy 1936, At outset of Nation™ 
regime he, with Seif cd Dir Ma'mOUft. Ahmad 
Sam man and Mobamed San-uj. ot|uM the “ Iron 
Shirts ■' fun organisation based Oft Nazi Brown 
Shirts) and wav one of the commander?* until it wi> 
taken over by Nkhat Mamluk 1937. Soon after, 
movement was. suppressed by French following <ua- 
ordefs in Aleppo and l.aiaksa 

Although his age had been amended by Nottwa- 
1ms id enable him to become Deputy (minimum 30L 
be bitterly opposed Nationalists in Parliament- In 
he and Zcki cl Kbatib were arrested and tried 
for writing a manifesto attacking Nationalist Govern- 
nieni. but were acquitted 

When Dr. Shjbbctndar returned to Syria. AiLmi 
supported him and remained one of his ifflimates 
until Sha,hbandar’> murder in July 1940, when be 
graduiitlv ceased Ins connexion wiln (he party. 

En September 1941 he was appoinlcd Head of 
Sheikh l ii cd Din s secretanut. and when op 17th 
ApriE, 1^42, C ibiiict was reshuQcd Sheikh Taj made 
him Miniitcr of newly created Ministry «f Youth and 
Propaganda ut the Government of EEusni Ikrazt. 
Wav a member of Jemil UUbi'S Government 
(January 1943 so March 1943 k occupying the same 
Ministry, the name of which was changed to 
Ministry of Social Adairs (January 19431 Mamed 
on 20tli August, 1942, the daughter of Sheikh Taj 
Appointed lecturer in Roman law at Damuscu^ Uni* 
varsity, March 1943. ProfcssoT of Uw College 
1945. Deputy for DaruavcPs 1947. Minuter of 
Education in Jattnl MardamN second Government 
October 1947. Member of Syrian Delegation to 
Arab League Conference in. Bdrut October 1947. 

Conceited and tactless individual, vswidating yet 
obstinate I* considered a good speaker by Arabs, 

6 . Mum* Mkhcl 

Marornte Archbishop of Aleppo. Born IS77, 

I Jmated in the Maromie College at Beirut, Con¬ 
cealed British Commute archives during the war of 
1914 IS. Probably the most siiK-erc prelate in the 
Aleppo urea, hut neither his health m»r influence is 
ftiong, now. He bupeft for the contiflUiincr of Euro¬ 
pean influence in Syria. 

7, Alvumdrih HE tahhan 

Born in Damascus in 1H69, where he wav educated 
in the Greek Orthodox School. His; brilliance and 
his steadiness led to his being sent to the Feelchiasii- 
tji College in Constantinople, In 1894 he returned 
to Damascus and two years later went to the 
religious academy in Kiev. Studied for a few year* 
in Moscow. In 1903 he was appointed Bishop of 
Adana a ltd I'arvtjs. hut wax. badly received by the 
population there and reigned in 1906.. In I90S. he 
was appointed Bishop of Tripoli and remained there 
until 1930. when he was elected Patriarch of 
Damascus by the Damascus elector* but not by 
other members of the electoral college, who dccied 
Arsamov. Bishop of l.auikia. A xchisin resulted and 
(he three other patriarchs (Alcundna. Consianu- 
noplc and JcniMJcmi sent representatives to con¬ 
duct an emimry into the election. They finally cave 


their opinion in iavour of Alexandrov. The schism, 
however, persisted until the death of Amnios in 
1932. Akxandros has been criticised for his weal 
handling o[ the Fpiphanin^ result in |9J5, which 
resulted in the formation of an independent church 
in Lata kb m 1936. This independent community 
csrited urvlili !939„ vvlicfi the French Hi,gh Om- 
missiofier threatened to dccl-ire it illegal. Since !h,n 
date fcpiphaniiw, and the Patriarch have been 
reconciled, The Italian attack on Greece m 1940 
brought Alexandras into the open as an ouiipoktn 
vuptKVrter of ihc Greek enuce in spile of the presence 
m Syria of an Italian Armistice Commission and in 
spite of the pro Axis leaning* of the French k'jchy 
aulboritica. As h.e supported the Greeks, so he 
supported the Allied cause under the same citcum- 
slanccs, ITic traditional Russian support enjoyed 
by the Ortltodox Church in Syria haring ceased in 
1917, the Orthodox community under Alexandras 
has drawn nearer to the Moslem Syrian Government 
.m J. on the whole further away from the Latin 
Christian community which has enjoyed the p;o- 
lection of the French Mandatory. Alexandras main¬ 
tain-. relations with the Anglican Church both in 
Jcnjialrm and in. England When the Government 
of the E„ .b.li.R, acknowledged the Russiao Orthodox 
Church in 1943-42 he begun a correspondence with 
;he Patriarch Sergei, ami attended tbc election cere* 
monies in Moscow of the Ps.ninr.ch in January 3 945, 
Docs noi interfere in fme.rml politics, but is known 
to far that present Nationalist regime may h*mi the 
interests of the Christian minorities and bus recently 
been reported to have become increasingly susceptible 
to Russian blandishments. Pleasant and cultivated, 

X. AntnkL Naim 

Born Aleppo 1900, lid uc 3 tod in Amencun 
Uaivers:iiy, Beirut. Greek Orthodox. \ lawyer, be 
formerly worked with Maiitc Louis Zanlc and was 
at one lime l>e.in of Lhe Order of Barristers at 
Altpjw. Has visual India, Secretin to the Syrian 
delegation in Paris J'or the conclusion of the Franco- 
Syrian Treaty On hi* return he became, in Ju!;■ 
1937. Director for Foreign Allans, hut resigned in 
DsrecmK’r [937. being dissatisfied with the way in 
which be was ignored by 1m Moslem colleagues 
whenever important decisions were to be taken. 
Took no part m politics, from Tali of Nationalist 
Government (l y 39j umd selected us Minister for 
Provisional Government of Ata Bey A you hi. in 
which he held Mmnstrics for Foreign Ada us. and 
Public Works (March 1943-August I9J3>. Elected 
Deputy for Damascus, whither be had ollicully 
transferred Jus domicile, in 1943. but fo: many 
months look no active part in politics as. a result of 
temporary loss of eyesight ill rough, overwork. 
Minister of Finance, Apnl 1^45 to August, m Fares, 
KhouriN second Govctnmcnt (</.v.); member of 
.Syrian delegation to Uniied Nations Conference in 
Sim Francisco, April 194,1 Minister of Finance and 
Acting Minister of Public Work* m SaadulUh 
Jabri’s Government Septeinftcr 1945, but 

resigned December 3^45. ;M mister for Foreign 
Airnirs in Jamil Murcia tnN furst Government, 
ITccensber 3 946 until April 1947 k lawyer of Syrian 
Peiroleuni Company, Middle East Pipe Lines, Trans- 
Arabian Pipe Line and of Syrian Bank. Ft:iv been 
menifier of Syrian Delegation at several United 
Nations Ctmfcrencci and at many Arab League 
meetings. Formerly on ardent Nationalist, hU views 
art now considerably more moderate although be 
retairui his great odnitratinn and friendship for Jnmd 
Mnrdarti. Very weC educated, a tremendous worker 
and straightforward oud sincere. Well disposed 
towards British. Speaks English and French. 

9. Aptnaa 1, Mur Ignatiia- Barium 

Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite) Patriarch of Antioch 
Bam 3884. Educated by the Dominicans at Mosul 
•nd received into the Roman Catholic Communion 
17894 
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SubscqucnlEy reverted to his, original Church, and 
wait ordtktcd in it. Became Patriarch witfi residence 
nt Homv 1932. Hiv community extends over 
the Middle East and India \whence he draws con- 
siderablc fundsk V'ciy aware of hiv own imp^vnanec 
end that of hi? Church Like most Levant church¬ 
men, mingles politics with religion* 

10. AmumaiL \ajib 

Born about (W, From ITinui Dreteur en 
Droit C' a litre d'dtrarvjer "1 of Puris. Was private 
secretary to President Abed, and so anatlrertia to 
Taj cd Dia, who persuaded dc Martel to oblige Abed 
to get rid of him, Now Kiri per cent Naiionalist. 
Appointed private secretary to President Ata$ii in 
1937 On lhe resignatRm Of President Atissi (July 
3 939) r cm lined unemployed nntiE appointed Sec re¬ 
lit r-Genera I to President Quwatli, August 3 L 4 i. L 
brother-in-law of Jarqd Mardam Bey, with whom, 
however, he is not on good term- Appointed 
Minister Plenipotentiary to tireai Britain, Poland 
and CzechosEovaki-i. January l y 45. Svririn repre¬ 
sentative on Preliminary Committee for United 
NuLions O: ran lotion and member of Syriars d: le¬ 
gation to liniicvl Nuioni OrganriatioR meeting in 
London, November 1945, ip winteJ Minister to 
Sweden September 3 947. He is’not generally con¬ 
sidered to have made a wckcs* of hi-, mission. 

11. ArvLu), \mir Add 

Born about l!H9Q. A Dm^c from the Lebanon 
t brother of Shcfcih Anrfin. cy v.) Was pro-Turk in 
the War ci 1914- IS and hcSd a Kjtimakamyhip tn 
i In' Lebanon, Member of the Parly of independence 
1919-20. Took an active part in the rebellion of 
1925 26 and was condemned to death by tb: French, 
Amnestied in 1937. Expelkd from Egypt m 1931 
after anti-Italian agi muons Lived (or sou re years 
in I r,j.j Aceompanictl Syrian Prime Minister 
to Paris in |937 in discuss raiifarariuTi Fnnco- 
Syrinn Treaiy,. and subsequcmly retuinci to Syria, 
where he received a warm welcome. Has several 
timev Vk-itcxl the Lniled Kingdom, where he lias 
bittiness inkrots and where he wax connected vvElh 
Arab ccnitc. Figured on the Palestine Black List 
11937 and 19391 Worked wiiii von Hemic and 
Roser front beginning of year 1^41 to arrivul of Allies 
m Syria. June mi. when hr fled lo Turfcev,. whew 
lie is believed te> Itave mainrained contact with Syria 
Is sLiEcd la have tried to put Druses agarict Allies! 
In October 1941 became bend of “Free Syrian 
Government ” created by Vichy. Returned to Siria 
after the intervention of the President of the Republic 
m l l| jv wills the Allred ^ccuriis aiuhoritiesi 
appointed Minister Plenipotentiary <" Brazil January 
1.94b but did not proceed. Minister of bduatfion tn 
Sandullab Jabri’s third Government June 
Minister of I duc-ition in Jamil Mardim's first 
G overnn tent December 1946 to October mi. 
Member of Syrian Delegation to London Palatine 
Conference in autumn of 1946 and to United Nations 
Palestine tlumutofty September 1^47 tv puts for 

Jaulan 1947 ' 

k a diviinguished-kyvking and widely travelled 
person but retains many pf Hie ehAraclerritics of bis 
Druse ancestry—unreliability, cunning and outbursts 
of bad temper 

12. AsiaK, Subri 

Dorn Damascus I^U Sunni Moslem, look law 
decree in University of Damascus. 

Being <if Nutionatisi outhwk, joined Nauonjilist 
j >»uth Movement and became its leader in |940. 
\c|jvc in formatian and control nf Iron Shirts Movc- 
mcmt until 1937. when it was J khan Jed Joined up 
wnch Kliukri Ouwatli’s Hnkl.il P^rtv and became bis 
principal liaticriant in 1940. Under Vichy regime 
wa .1 anti-Allred, a mil organised in May 1941 C'am- 
miitre for Defence of Iraq fi.c., pro-Rasfud Alii, 
Arrested by Alliev in February E94J and interned 
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at Kashaya, Released March N-tX elected Deputy 
fer Damascus that year and again in 1947. Was a 
leading member of the League of Naucnal Action, 
which exercised considerable influence in DamiwtMs 
and On which the President of the Republic placed 
considerable reliance. He is now Secretary -General 
of the Naisoruit Party. 

Minister of Interior in Fares KhourTs second 
Government April 10 August 1945,. Minister 
of Justice in lares Khiwis third Government, 
August -September [945 Minister of Justice arid 
Acting Minister of Education in Saadalah Jabri's 
iccdtvd Government, September 1945 to April 1944. 
Minister of Interior and Minister of Health in 
SaadulSah Jabri's third Government, April-Decem¬ 
ber L'U6. As Minister of Interior showed himself 
ready to take strong action to present disordep and 
to suppress anli-Governmeni activity He is un¬ 
married. and drink*, ami gambles heavily, 

IJ* Ai&io». FalfiaUa 

Horn im Educated at the Frerts School and 
the French School of U. Aleppo A well known 
Aleppine lawyer of the Armenian Catholic Com* 
muctilv. A moderate member of the National Mt *' 
and a supporter of SaaJulluh Jatm Deputy for 
Aleppo in l9Jb and again in 1943 On die rc* ] S x 
nation of Naim Amaki t^.v.i from Saadulkh Beys 
second Government wa* appointed Minister of Pub¬ 
lic Worts. Jarman unit! April E'*4b A somewhat 
colour lees individual with a reputation for probity 
and high principles. 

14, Atesd- Adrian 

Born Homs ahom |W5, Sunni Moslem Son of 
Hadicm Au-u (y.c I Lawyer. Dunne Nationalist 
Government was appointed Syrian Viec-Cofliul and 
att-rched for instruction to Trench Consulate, Istnn- 
bul Married Turkish woman Elected Deputy ice 
Homs 1943 and again 1947, and President of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Syrian Chamber. 
Minister Plcnipotctiliarv to France and Belgium, 
lanuatv R45 to March L^4ii. Munster of Justice 
jnd Publiv Works in Jamil Man&unN First Govern¬ 
ment, December l l H6 to June 1947- Represented 
Svrijn Chamber of Deputies at the International 
Parliamentary Conference at Geneva. September 
1945. At one time suspected of pro-Alii at-tiviucv 
and was known to be in frec|uent contact with tire 
Grand Mufti during ibe liner’s ftsidctice at Seri 
milks A pfomiiKUl member of the Pafhaim-nLary 
Constitutional Fart). Intdligem and well educated, 
and hav now become one of the leading Deputies 
■n opposition to Shukri QawaUi's regime He would 
probably support a change to monarchy 

15, Atftui* Fddi 

B,-rn about (905, Son of former Mufti of Hams 
an.i cousin of Hasbem al Atasd fa.v.). Educated rc 
France tlawl. Had no political career, but was Chief 
of Municipality of Homs Became Minister of 
Education in the Has>uni al Hakim Cksvernment on 
j U formation in September 1941. but rained early 
in March 134: in pique Chosen to he Minister of 
Justice l Ju.jiion, Soriid Affairs in Provtstonal 
Government at Ata Bey Aytiubi (March IW3- 
\ugust 1943i. Weak character and very boastful, 
heiiig cl proud "f his education Returned i'.* ms 
,0b jv Head of the Municipality. Homs, until mb. 
when lie resigned Deputy for Homs. 194/ 

16 , Aland, Hadicm al 

IWn about 18*5. Good landed family, Prime 
Minister and PreMikm of the Ccmauiueei! Assembly 
under I Cl sal. 4ftd President of the Constituent 
Assembly of lojfc W ent to Maxa io be one of the 
three mediator* in conflict between Imarn Y ahyu 
and Ibn Saud Succeeded Huruno a% leader of the 
Ssri.m Nationalist Woe in January 1936 Led the 
Svmn delegation that went to Pam in March 1936 
ui negotiate a Fntneo-Symn treaty after the dis- 


turbancitv of January-March. 1936- A Nationalist 
who tempers courage with discretion. With the 
Syrian delegation in Pans hi:* moderating and tooth¬ 
ing influence was of great assistance to the success¬ 
ful conclusion, of the treaty negmiations. Elected 
President of the Syrian Republic 1 1st December. 
1936 On his election ah President he resigned the 
leadership of the Nationalist Party, which was taken 
over by Shukn Quwaili. As President showed the 
same dignified tact and restraining influence as he 
had done during the treaty negotiation*. His 
influence over the Nationalist Patty grew less, how¬ 
ever, as the Nationalist Government look the bit 
more lirmly between it? teeth. Resigned with the 
full of the Nationalist Government on 7th July. 1939, 
ansi retired to his properly at Homs, where he had 
built himself a pleasant villa during his tenure of 
office. Had conversations with General Dentz about 
resuming office in March 1941 and with Genera] 
C-itrou.t in September 1941 and again in March 
1943. but on each occasion without result. He has 
remained on bis property ever since, not partici¬ 
pating in 1943 elections nor standing lor the presi¬ 
dency He is regarded as a respectable old man of 
moderate opinions, but somewhat gmsiA A figure¬ 
head lather than a leader, 

17, Atfeh, Abdullah 

Rom about 1897. Lieutenant Ottoman Military 
College 1916. taking part in 1914-18 war: served in 
Arab armv during Fcisal's regime 1918-23, joined 
Troupes Spedalo January 1921; went to Pans tn 
an infantry brigade, stationed at Strasbourg for a 
year, promoted tO' rank of major. June 1933* and 
appointed QtFicer Commanding of 5th Battalion 
Troupes Special®. Lutakia, Attended French Staff 
College 1936-38; served on the General Staff in 
Beirut and Damascus: promoted to rank of licu- 
lenmiu^Cdlonei June 1941 Seconded io Syrian 
Government as Director-General of National 
Defence 1941; Chief of Sratf. Doit1942; 
Officer Commanding of t oastal Defence 1942-43. 
Officer Commanding 5th Brigade. January I y 44 
Promoted to rank of full colonel and appointed 
]>irrc ! .'r-General of Syrian Gendarmerie, June to 
Aueust l L| 45: appointed Chief of Staff of Syrian 
army. August 1945. Placed cm pension list May 
1 L »48 after failure of Syrian Army in Palestine. 

He posveiis® on paper high military juatilieadons, 
but is somewhat ceceitirie anal vety deaf. 

IS. Mradi. Amir Hmsmin «l 

Born abtsut 1908, Head of ihe House of Acre, 
the leading house of the AtraOh family. Was 
MolnsHz of Jebel Druse until he was appointed 
Minister of Defence in Husni tttmt's Gomrunent 
(April 1942 to January 1943). taking the place occu¬ 
pied hy his uncle. ALxlut Gb^ffar FasTia. until the 
old man's death in March 1942. Was apin Minis¬ 
ter of Dffenet in Jafltil Lhlii’s Government (January 
1943 to March 1943). Deputy for Soueida 1943 and 
president of Defence Committee of Syrian Chamber, 
but placed on reserve in December 1947. Re¬ 
appointed Matafiz of J’ebel Druse tApril 19431 
and resigned frtim the Chamber 1 he full integra¬ 
tion of Jcbd Dru.se in the Syrian Republic in l l U? 
was largcls due tn his influence In May 1945 he 
sponsored the mutiny of the Groupcmen* Druse 
against their French offkert and n,t\o.s. to whom 
he gave sanctuary in his house. He considers that 
the Syrian Government are not sufficiently appre¬ 
ciative L>f the leading rote " the Druse have played 
both in 1925 and 1945 against the French. Amif 
Hasmn i» a typical Druse. He is ilt-ediicated F 
stubborn, ambitious and avaricious. Despite hit 
pretence of being pro-Brindi. he did nothing io help 
the Allies during the Syrian campaign: and nothing 
to hinder. He can, however, sometimes be 
“jollied" int» favourable actiofl. Has flirted with 
Naiionatos and with the French, and now makes 
no secfei of bis close contact with King Abiiultah, 


19. A trash. SoJbm Bin Hiiinud Fovlw el 

Born abvsut 1875- (Soltan is a name, not a [itJe.l 
Family originally from Rashavu. migrated to Jebel 
Drus-j in 1860's and became paramount Dfuse 
family there. Soltan is the h&id of the Kraiya 
house, which is jutuor to the Acrtf house, headed 
hy Hntir Has>an (fl.i'.J. Under the Turks* Sullan 
adopted wary tactics and avoided a conflict. In 
1925-26 took a leading part in the Drure revolt 
and became a centre round which the varirais insur¬ 
gent leaders moved. When the revolt wus crushed 
Solton PjsIu tied to Transjordan witli his closed 
adviser, the Christian Oqla Qutami ty.i'.l. There he 
found sanctuary, although condemned to death in 
absence by French court-martial. In 1937 relumed 
to the Jebel but took no active part in publics, 
leaving Ilnur Hassan to dominate the Jebel. He 
retired to Kraiye, content to live on his past glory, 
which remains consitlcrable, During the campaign 
of 1941 look no part In March 1942. after tnc 
death of Abdul Ghaffar Pasha cl Atrash, at that time 
Minister of National Defence, was offered the 
Ministry of Defence, but refused it. Soltiin Pasha 
and O^la Qutami were awarded pensions for life by 
the Syrian Government as patriots and heroes of 
1925-26 revolt, Ill-educated, o! small intelligence 
and with a reputation for meanness, he is crafty, 
and nianaged to inspire in the insurgent.* of 1925 
confidence in kis leadership He remains the mosx 
important Druse. F> inclined to be pro-British and 
was anti-French He feds, however, that the 
British kt him down, as they told him not to 
intrigue ayiin.si the Fighting French (and he 
abstained from doing so), but allowed the Frencl: 
to intrigue against him. undermining hi> influence 
in the Jebel Druse. 

During ihe past thr« years he has on several 
occasions openly showed hiv dissa tisfaciiun wuh the 
Damascus Government on the grounds Lhat insuffi¬ 
cient deference is paid to him and Ins past record. 

29. Aviwh, Haj Mnlianrcd cl 

ILirn about I89j. Sunni Moslem. Prominent 
landowner and merchant of l>eir c? Zor, No poli¬ 
tical i^recr and was formerly well-drsposed towards 
the French. Good reputation in his district for 
honesty. Became Mimsicr nvf Nation Economy in 
Hassan al Hakim's Government i Seplcmlvr 19J i 
to April 1942), and again m Husni hUraois Govern¬ 
ment (April 1942 to January 1943); again in Jamil 
Ubin's Government (January 1943 to March 194.1), 
when lie showed goodwill in ncgnriatkms concerning 
the British -Syria ti Petrolrum Company Elected 
Deputy for l>cir c/ Zor I94j j ;i^J ' m |947 and Vice- 
Proidcnl of Chamber. Ha.-, been acting-Speaker for 
past year, in the absence of E'are*. d Khoury and 
Consistently supported Shukri Guwatli's Ttianiruvres 
for re-election as President. 

An amiahJe landowner with sonte shrewdness but 
not much brain. 

21* Ayuubi. Ali 

Born 1920, Son nf Ata Ayouhi, educated at 
French schools ami A.U*B, ficad of Rationing 
Department, .Xugu^l 1941 August 1943. Sccrclan, 
to E>ircctor-Gcneral of RavitoillcmenL August 1943 
Io December 1944* during which period he «fu 
suspected of racketeering pretty Successfully. 
Appointed head of Syrian Security Service, July 
I'M!, and. about the same time, married much 
against the wishes of his family a Polish refugee 
girl who had embe t» Syna as children'- nurse in 
* French family. He rather wqmsinflj (ixik his 
new appointment with great senousne^ and showed 
iiimvclf genuinely desirous of racing the standard 
of the Department- His marriage has proved fl 
vucctr-s .mJ seems to have steadied him. He 
operated closely with British military authorities 
until their evacuation m April 1944, Harly in 1440 
left Government service and went into a business 
partncrdiip with hiv brother whose main interests 


*v r | 

li^/tft Paris. He has also started the newspaper 
fitiyhd, which is belter served with foreign nev, 
than oihcr kxu| newspapers Dvws not belong n> 
any poltiical piny and has taken no pari in politics. 

22* A/m + Khak-iJ st 

Born about 1900. Son of Moharned Pa-.ha al 
•Akiti. Did not at lirst lake an active part in pofitics, 
except an occasional intervention m agricultural 
matters. Member of the Municipal Council, 
Managing director of the National Cemcm Factory. 
Appivinied Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister 
of Justice in the Bukhari Cabinet. March to May 

Liidet the influence of ihc Italian Disarmament 
Lorn mission* was appointed by Vidn French 
(General Dcntz) on 2nd April, 1941. iis “Chef 
d ttiit and Minister of Interior, His reidnic ta.sicd 
until September 1941. when it was replaced bv 
’independent Synun Government with Sfuilih, 
Taj cd Din as Prorido&L During Svrian campaign 
lie collaborated clo.sety with Vichy French to pre¬ 
serve order in Damascus. During whole period of 
office he s-howed himself t ( > be under the influence of 
the Nationalists—cspeetally of Shukri Quwatli 
Deputy for Damascus 1943 and Minister of Fiiunce 
in Saadulhih JabriN Govern me nl (August 1943- 
Octobcr 19441, Mitthtfr or Finance and Ruviuiillc- 
ment in Fares- Khouri’s first Govcrnmcm October 
1944 to ApnJ I l M5. Minister of Finance and Defence 
hi Fans Khimn s third Government August to 
September 19^5. Minister of National Lcoiiomv and 
Justice in Siiadullah Jabn's third Govcmmcnb 
April l94lf. Wys acting Prune Miri'^ter on several 
' ooioils and resigned in December 194ft \pptmk\3 
Minister to France, Belgium and Switzerland. May 
1947. .Syrian reprttentativc on Franco-Lev ;m"t 
States financial negotiations December \q Fcbmarv 
1946-4/. 

A rich landowner, very pompous and overbearing. 
A bit of a bully, but like all bullies, if stood up in, 
oves in. He is intelligent and well-educated and 
more widely read and Has w ider interest! than nuwi 
„ "!®. com patriots. IDs now ambitions tis becumc 
ntsidcnl of trie Republic, bui might be \criousJv 
handicapped in this bv hn prevent wife a coarse 
merry woman of m familv whom he keeps heavilv 
veiled mainly because he h afraid lest she make some 
.sencHLs sod 1 1 g.tftc. Suspected at one time of pro- 
German sympflihies, but probablv incorrectly he 
has recently shown himself ready io co-operate wiih 
the British. 


of Law Whilst a political refugee xn Tramiortfan 
fie formed with his brother. Nabih al Azmeh fa v.X 
the istiqJal Puny, whose first obicelivc wav ihc 
expulvaon of the French from Syria. During the 
1 revolt in Syria he collected, ux treasurer of 

hi>. p:triv, large sums of money from Palestine 
Transjordan .md other countries, After krerinn 
more than half himself, he provided the rebels in 
Svria with money and arms on a considerable scale 
His flagrant abuse of British political asylum earned 
imn a contumacious condemnation by French court- 
“f™- Hc t Was '"eluded in the general amnesty of 
1937. On Ins. return he wav acdalmed us a great 
patriot and given Ifigli office in the Ministry of the 
Interior by Nationalists in reiurn for fonnrnc 
fsuklal Piny.” Back in Syria he used his influence 
t" rcfkiv the cora,i4eration fie had retmed from 
the British authorities in Transjordan and Pales- 
line by facilitating the supply of arms and am mum • 
i he fe 3 tlt,s m H-iInline dunng the disiurhantps 
° ' ^ an ^ ^^7 th going a step further m 

employing the Syrian Government machinery* from 
Itiv key position in the Ministry of the Interior u> 
fl-wist the recruitment of bandits in Syria fur 
thuggery m Palestine On the f it! of the National^ 
Government in the spring of 1939 he proceeded on 
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leave io Iraq. where he bmll a cinema with his iH- 
gotten i^jfls. In hre absence (April 1V44>> he wan 
condemned lo twenty years' im prurOJiment tor con¬ 
spiring Id overthrow the Council erf Directors I inly 
1939k In colli bonbon with ii.ij Amin HuiSUifli Ls. 
believed to have hub a part m lire Iraq rising (May 
|94[j and fled to Turkey, from where he returned 
clandestinely early in 194ft, Mnhafts or Aluetiitc 
Mohalazat June 1946 lo Jan-uafy t94S. when he was 
transferred as Mohafcz to Aleppo, A leading mem¬ 
ber of the National Party. An unscrupulous political 
adventurer. 

24. Ajnurh, Nubiih at 

Bora about I til?# Brother of Adil a! Azmeh ftp0. 
Graduated from Turkish Military Academy in 1900. 
His advance in Turkish army was slow, as he was 
only a lieutenant when the war broke out in 1914. 
Vs is taken prjsonet by British forces rn 191 ft, but 
obtained. lire release to join the Amir Faisal's 
Followers, where, like the Duke of Ptazu loro, he led 
from the rear. When Faisal was placed in charge of 
the ** Occupied Enemy Territory h3bi " he was made 
Chief of Police. Aleppo, but fled Syria on the French 
occupation m 1920, He was made welcome by the 
Emir Abdullah a* a political rnfugec. He and hiv 
bmtJn;- tornied the “ Isuqlti Party Eft Transjordan. 
This led to hn banishment. and he went lo the 
Hedjaj;,, then to Egj pi and so to Palestine, where he 
continued to foment trouble in Syria. He was one 
of the iiret irf Hie Syrians amnestied in the liencni! 
amnesty of 1937 to return to Damascus In August 
and September 1937. under the duttmom of the Mufti 
erf Jerusalem, Haj Amin nt Hussaini. and in conceit 
with the Palestinian* Main al Madi* he organised rite 
anti-British pan-Arab Congress of Bludan. In an 
astonishingly short lime he constderablv enriched 
himself from the subscriptions obtained by the 
M Palestine Defence Committee." of which he was 
prominent member In December 1938 used his 
influence to try to create trouble for the French, ami 
was implicated in a plot against the “ security of 
State," for which he was sentenced io twenty year-.' 
imprisonment and twenty yearC banishment. 
Amnestied November 1940 al instigation of ItelLim 
Armistice Commission. Renewed his interest in 
poll til’s topccuily with Shukri Quwatli) and in May 
1941 became member of a committee to send recruits 
and money to Iraq, against British.. Fled to Turkey 
during Syrian, campaign from where he returned 
clandestinely early in L94b chiming Presided! 
Guwallies protection, Ik immediately made his 
house a Centre for Palestinian politics and began an 
attempt to rejuvenate the J luiqlri Party ” of which 
the President of the Republic was a leading member 
He was iwiee proposed for Cabinet appointments but 
after representation* h> H:s Majesty** Legation the 
suggestions were dropped. In April 194ft was 
appointed Minister of IX’fcncc in Saadullah Jabn's 
third Govern mem when His Majesty's Minister was 
again consulted bus raised no objection. Resigned 
June I'M* after a series of disagreements wilh his 
colt rgue. Mohafez of Damascus town October 
I94& to January 1947. Chairman of National Party 
December 1947 amt now pretends to base altered 
his anti-British views. 

A thoroughly contemptible rascal, who has 
betrayed his friends one after another. 

25. Hiibil. Nassmih 

Born Damascus about 19ol urf obscure parentage, 
.Arrested with AjUini (r/.-v.l in |93S for hi* support <4 
Shithbandar against Mardam. Remained supporter 
of Dr Shah bandar until latter was assassinated in 
July 1940, when he and Fuad Qotitnani became 
leaders of Shahhandar Parly He ami hts party 
(ailed in 1943 elections and the party disintegrated 
He » proprietor of the important Damascus news¬ 
paper El A yam and PrcMdcnt of the Press .Syndi¬ 
cate. Came under suspicion of the Syrian Go vern - 
menl d being in touch with the French regarding 


the setting: up of a quisling Government during the 
bombardment of Damascus in May 1945. 

A clever individual of no principle. 


26, Bagdash. khaled 

Born about 1910 in Damascus, of Kurdish origin 
of a fatuity named Kutrash. Sunni Moslem. Educated 
in Damascus, where he studied philosophy. Became 
secretary of Communist Party in Damascus. 1928. 
Tiic- Communist Party was persecuted! by die French 
und m 3 934. foliovring the distribution of Com- 
moaist leaflets, was suppressed. Bagdlrth being con¬ 
demned. to several years" imprisonment. He escaped 
to Russia, where he attended (ite Oriemal School of 
Propaganda. He now claims that. while in Russia, 
he in,.t Suiliru In 1936 went So Paris and obtained 
a special amnesty through the Syrian delegation 
which was negotiating the Ft a neoSyrian Treaty. 
Relumed to Syria in January 1937 11,141 resumed 
Leadership of the Crimmnnift Party. Again went 
min hnlme m Damascus at the outbreak <rf war when 
Communist Party was suppressed, remaining there 
until Germany attacked. Russia Dune I Mil, After 
attempts tu teach an understanding with Shukri 
QuwjlLi 11 j v.J by which he should be included on the 
! liter’s electoral list in 1943, llugdash stood :ts an 
independent candidate and failed He foiled also 
in the 1947 elections. Far the last five years he fcu 
devoted his energies lo organising lire activities 
of the Communist Piiity. ,irut is known to be in con¬ 
stant touch wiih members of the Soviet Legation. 
Smied to be owner of Communist paper Saul ash 
Shaab, rrf Betrui. Popular among the working 
classes and a good, speaker Said to receive 
substantia! subsidies from Russia, Speaks Arabic. 
HCurdbh* Rus&ian. French. Ambitious, and prepared 
to make trouble. 


27. Bakri, Fuo/i d 

Born Damisciis abotit IRS0. Sunns M.-slcm. 
Fittest son of late Ala Bey el Bakri Landed family 
claiming descent from second Ciliph. There is alsli 
a elo&dy-relmed branch of the family in iigypi Has 
brothers Nasrib, Sami. Hc-shit. Marhnr and 

Khair ud Dm and sons Assad and liiiha ed Din. 

Fsuzi was president of the Arab Club. Damascus* 
in Ottoman daj\ and was crindenined to death [in 
ahstntm I by furkish court-martial for dewrtiem in 
19K' In 3917 jnhtod the Arab revolt in the Hojaz* 
but doe* nut vent to hate played a prominent part. 
After FaUal's. arrival m Damascus Fauzi became an 
oflidaJ there Look a leading pan in the revolt of 
1925 and was condemned to death. Amnestied I92S 
at request of Shaikh Taj cd Din, Failed at 1932 
elections and h:is not vince been politically active. 

The Bibrw, having Itiit mom of iheif wealth, have 
tried us retain their influence K plaeinj: one member 
of the family in each political camp (F&u?i in 1945 
took a leading pan in monarchist activities in Syria) 1 
but Lin* policy has not nerved them wdl, as El" has 
raised suspicions on all sides 

Left for Egypt for duration of war Unnuary 1943) 
in order “ j Lm avsiid ctnnplfealions for himself and 

Allio." 

k a stupid man and it seems untikeh that he will 
ever figure largely in politics again, unl^ a 
iiKinarehist regime comes into being. 


28. Bikri. Mnuhir 

Sunni Moslem, born about 19003 brother of Faujr.i 
Bakri At the ape of 14 fled front Damascus to join 
With hiv brother* the Artb revoR against the Turks. 
Studied agriculture in France 1919-24 and travelled: 
CJttenaveJ) in liurcipc in 1^25 was condemned lo 
death bj the French fur his part in the re-mlutioo 
but was kEer pard^uied and with his brothers kd 
the Mujabidaoto Party. Ill 1932-36 was Director- 
General of a section of ihc Ministry of Finance, 1937 


Director-General of Police and December 1944 was 
appointed Mohair/ of Damascus. Appointed 
Minister to Brazil in March 194?> bui has been '.'cry 
ill for the Iasi sin motuhs anj has been unable to 
carry out his dudes-. 

He ha;, consistently v«'orked for Syrian imte- 
pendertec, but at presoal tukca no active part in 
pohEies, 

Is a popular and hard-working man and well- 
disposed icw’^rds the British An agreeable and 
cultivated person. 

2>, Bitni/i* Humu 

Bom ah nit \ H Z Son of Suleiman Agha Barazi . 
a rich landed Kurdish family of Hama. Minister rrf 
(be Interior under Damad. 192ft. ]Jcp.>rted on 
suspicion of availing rebels m July L926- Member 
of ComtUueoi Assembly* 192S- Oppt^-ed by 
Kilionalists in elections of 1932 aod wa* not elected 
He was, however, appointed Minuter of Educauon 
in Taj ed Pin’*, GovemmctiL in March 1934. and 
resigned wirii Shaikh 1 aj n February I93n 
Appointed Motiafiz of Atenaiufrctu in January 19,37, 
he -ought lo prow hi> attachment to his new 
Nationalist misters by intriguing with the Arab 
parties lo the Sunjak agadlSl the Turk> ;uid the 
Mandatory., but was ejected ift November |9,17, 
Appointed MnHafiz of DsmovCus in. Match 1942- On 
fail of Hainan el Hakim Govern merit f April 1942 1 
was jppmnied by Shaikh Taj ed Pin IVe^idem Of 
the Council t>i Miniriers and Minister of the interior, 
Succeeded Fari KhOUri j-h President of the Coffl- 
uiti.'iioji SupcricurC erf the Wheat Olhec, in which 
capacity he promised to secure Large quantities of 
wheat, but did not succeed. Quarrelled with Shaikh 
Taj ed E>in. posing ^ Syrian patriot, thinking he 
hud the support of lus colleagues. Matters came to 
a head in January 1943, when ill his colleagues 
resigned and he was obliged lo retire. 

A min of mme strength of chi meter, hut devoid 
of morals. Intriguer,, and accused in the past of 
trafficking in hashish. Until lie assumed office 
w,s> heavily in -debt, Before the visit (c> Syria of 
the AngbiAmerican Commission of Enquiry on 
Palestine in 194ft he volunteered to His Majesty s 
Consul, Damascus, to testify before the commission 
in favour of the Jews 

30. Rarari, Muh--eit 

Bom aljout l^Kl, A Kurd of Hama FJucutcJ 
in France. Profcy-or at School of Law ;md taler 
f 19411 Dcaei Appointed Minister of Education in 
Ktialid al A/.m Gbvernntefit f.April 10 September 
1941). Appointed member of Higher Committee for 
the AdnurtisiraiLOfi of the Funds of Common 
Interest. January 1944, and Secretary -General la [he 
Presidency, February 1945, Head of various delega¬ 
tions to Arab League- Min inter «f Intenor and 
Health sn Mard&rils second Government, October 
1947, Aetiny Minister for Foreign Affairs on various 
occasions. 

Although he if well educated and takes an inlclEi- 
$cni interest in world affairs he has nhowm himsdf 
to b; very narrow-mi nded Over the Palestine 
question. 

1L ft.ini/i. Nujib Agha 

Burn, Haraa. about J 885. Wealthy landowner and 
head of liarazi family, who are of Kurdish Origin, 
Leader of Nationals bloc in Hania and Dep-uty in 
[9.1ft and ag aui m l^rf- 1 . Vice-Pre''idenl of Syrian 
Chamber of Deputies 1944 45, Mom influential 
man ia llama, but unpopular. Strong character amt 
very ambitious- Cunning, polished* but not well 
educated. Opponent of Husni llta/i (y.v.k 

32, Barudi, Kakhri 

fKirn, Damascus, IS93, Aide-de-camp to King 
Fcitai in DamMOis. PinJ became prumineni in 
irf in which he toui an aciiwj pan 
Elected Nationalist Deputy in f9Ji and again in 
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1936. In 1936 he was Lnspcetor-Gcrter^3 of Iron 
Shirts, a Nazi-inspired youth ton hue ion. Exiled for 
a short period by I rencli for his share in 1936 
trouble*- Fled to Tran!ijord4a in 1939 after dis¬ 
covery of “plot against steurilj of State and kept 
a low coffee-house in Am nan until he returned 
to Damascus in May 1941 after formation of Khalid 
cl Arm Government, Elected Deputy at a by-elec¬ 
tion in Damascus (October 1943). Deputy for 
Don too 1947 and J 'Cumrolter " of t.he Chamber, 

Was bitterly anti-French. Poses as an ardent 
Niiiiijjialiit. but is a mt of a butfoon and a farceur; 
consequently nobody really takes him seriously. As 
head of the National Arab Bureau in 1938-39 
actively aided Palestine rebels in propaganda sphere. 
A noted Arab orator in low-style Arabic* and a heavy 
dnnkcr, CtimmonEy accused pf unnaiLir.-il vice- 

13. Bukhari. Xavsnuhi at 

fevrn about E8M Li-Turkish officer. Educated 
in CoEislantlnopb. During 191 -i -L.it war wav brigade 
Cnmitrandcr in Turkish army, Captured by Russians 
on Caucasian front. Escaped from pri.woCTs-<ff-war 
cjinp in Siberia through China. Returned (o Turkey 
via United Slatc-N and Greece and given command 
of FurkLsh division on Palestine front. Went over 
to British when ihey occupied Damascus in October 
1918. In J4Z5 appointed Miitisier of Agriculture in 
the Da mad's Goiernmerti. In 1?Z7 took office as 
Mmisier of Education. Formed neutral Government 
with himself as Prime Minister in March l9'*4. hu’ 
was dismissed by French in Maj 1939 j-, a pre- 
Eimmary to ihc appointment of the Council of 
Directors (July 1939k Deputy for Damascus [443 
and appointed Minister of Education and Defence 
in Sundijitah JabriN Gov'enuncnt i.August 1943 
Ocwbef 1944), Made his acceptance ofMintstry 
Defence conditional on the taking over ol Syrian 
trivops from the French. A man of principle and 
well respected. 

34* iJiiham cl Huili* Shrith 

Born 1895, Bedouin chief and head of the 
Mianuiur Khros^a. Disputes flic leadership of all 
the Sham mar of Syria with hri cousin, Meirar Abdul 
Muhscn, who actually heads the Sh.immar con¬ 
federation. Also claims hereditary leadership of ihe 
Iraqi Shammar, from which he wm evicted by the 
Eiritish. He is therefore bitterly jealous of Slidkh 
Stouk and continually contrives [u undennioe his 
position^ Appointed Deputy of the Je?irah irtbiev in 
1936, Eailcd in E942 for obstructing n?ad construc- 
tttes and wheat purchase. In spite of his being in 
elide, was elected Deputy in 1^43 for Jerireh tnbes 
and in 1947; returned to Syria 1944 

A proud and truculent sheikh, ignorant of hts 
limitations, and of wctfld conditions 

35, 1 >Jhr, | lap Sami Sus cm al 

Bom lh9ft. Wealthy indiretrij&t and head, of .1 
waving buvinevs. Frcvidcm of (he Aleppo Chamber 
of Industry Contributed lurgelv to the Natiorvaftst 
Farty funds arid was treasurer L>f the funds collected 
tor Palestine:, hut became disconteniet! with the 
policy of the Syrian Nationalist Governmenl and 
resigned from the Nationalist hfae in March 1939 
Fleeted Deputy 1943 Presented the tom of a 
Spitfire io Royal Air Force (March 19441. 

36. Hand ash i. All Abdul Karim 

Bom ji Fcl Kabkh. Member of the Danaich 
cbn A Sunni Moslem Studied at the fslamic 
College in Beirut till [92s. Joined the scout niove- 
inetu in 1433 and has remained associated u-iih it, 
In 1937 he look a group of Syrian scsHJta in the 
jarnbaree in Holland, travdling by w*v of the 
Balkan*, Austria and Gerumny, returning, threwjgh 
France and liaU On this occasion be stayed for 
some hmc in Berlin and Potsdam, where he 
atsodittod wirii Syriaru in Geittam* notably one of 
the Da I if i brothers* whij- are ajsaooaird w itfi hmi in 
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the jicotit wvtmini. Froifl 1937 has tkvoE&J niqst 
of his time |d routing and was elected Chief Scout 
in November I 94 |. Is associated wiih the League of 
National Action, which wav founded by his cousin 
and of which his. Colleague in ihe icPiil movement. 
Dr. Ru.vhii Jabi is leading member. His arrest 
ordered by the French in February |942, hut the 
order was cancelled m the end of March, and. shortly 
after, he paraded at the head of the scouts at the 
review' of the Syrian gendarmerie. 

Danda^hj played an important part in the dispute 
between ihe scout movement and I lie Ministry of 
Yoctb and Propaganda under Munir Ailuni 
opposing Government control of the scout move- 
nient. After the Allied occupation showed himself 
wilting to eo-operate and look pn with his scouts m 
pa wise defence exercise* and now holds 4 leading 
position in the Fotuwwi (Youth Movement). 
Energetic and a disciplinarian, 

37, Furaj. Bishop Antoine 

Greek Catholic. Born m Dama-sous in 1185. 
Appointed patriarchal representative in Egypt in 
1922 and tn Damascus in 1928. Intelligent intriguer. 
Rules his flock with 4 despotic rod. As a Latin, his 
sentiments have inclined towards llaiv. but after the 
Allied occupation in 1941 he concealed his pro-Italian 
propensities. When the religion* school* were all 
closed following the events of May 1943 he arranged 
to accept responsibility for the Sreiins da Be^nynn 
(Greek Catholic! school and obtained permission far 
it to re-open. His ififfuence has dwindled since the 
arrival of I 1 ,'. Beatitude the Patriarch Maximos 
bayegh fa-L.i. An arch scrounger. 

3L Fan) Mahimcd tl Sheikh 

Bom about 1893, Leader of the Wulda semi- 
sedentary tribe 00 [he Euphrates, centring on Ratjqa, 
■' on tod term* with Mujhem ibn Muheid of 
the Fcdun. Has considerable influence on Abu 
Shitubar Confederacy (wmi-MdentariesS Banished 
January 1943 for obstruction to road making and to 
Allied wheat plan Allowed 10 return in Janumrv 
1943. 

Intelligent but inclined 10 hypocrisy and uket 
hasty decisions, 

39. Ftlaiib, Mehamnl a) 

Born Ddr cz Zor about 1880. Sunni Moslem. 
Deputy in Istanbul in days of Ottoman Empire 
EvPresidcni of the Municipality of Deir « Zor. 
Headed Lhc movement in Deir c* /.nr in May ]94£ 
to help Rashid Alj in his revolt by touring the 
country and trying |o send recruits to join the Iraqi 
army Deputy for Detr ct Zm 3.936 and again in 
1947. A former supporter of the Nationalist bUK 
and was on Kid term* with the French, but now lends 
opposition to the btac in the Deir e* Zor district. 

4ft, Fa'or, Fa’w Amir 

Born about 19(10. Chief of the El Fad I Bedouin 
(sedentary3 MB Lake Hub The lands of his tribe 
are astride the Syria-Palestine frontier Setts his 
lands in Palestine to lews. Elected Deputy for 
kuna Era. December 193&. Strong!* suspected of 
being engaged 111 initialing 11 W and men to 
Palestine during the disturbances of 1937 to 1939. 
Was useful to British during and before Syrian cam¬ 
paign (June 1941). Went on pilgrimage to Mecca, 
w-mter, 1941 42. and, on return, spread pro-AUied 
propaganda at instance of Min Suud In May 194 - * 
toured Syna with Jamil ShamriL securing the 
signatures of ev Deputies to a declaration in favour 
■ if the President nf the Republic, Sheikh Tai ed Dirt 
Deputy for Kuncitra 1943 and again in 1947. Has 
wwe joined (he supporter* of a monarchist regime 
fok Syria under king Abdullah and maintains dose 
coruact with Amman Visited America at the time 
of (tie United Nations Conference in S*u Fraflctsctj 
and -pent a month in London on his way back. 
Took pan in vinous minor skirmishes with Jewish 


settlements in the Hula area during the earlv part 
of 1948. 

A weak and spendthrift individual who has not 
maintained the renown of his family established by 
his father. Always playing at polities but with no 
conviction. Has the ambition to become a Minister. 
An agreeable hut ineffective personality. 

41. Ghazzi, Said al 

Born about 1895, Took law degree in Damascus 
m 1421. Deputy to the Constituent Assembly 1928, 
but lost his popularity with the Nationalists by 
supporting Sheikh Taj ed Din Pressed for 
Nationalist participation in 1932 elections, When 
negotiations with High Commissioner* delegate 
came to a deadlock E.ihsan Sherd insisting on 
stand ingk Said al Gha&ri withdrew his own 
candidature. Reputation enhanced by not being a 
party to the subsequent unsuccessful deals with 
M. Fonsot Withdrew a second time in favour of 
Aftf cl Soth in July by -elections Included in Ata 
Bey al AyoubiN Cabinet us Minister of Justice in 
March 1936. Refused the post of Mohaftz of Luta- 
kia in January 1937, Appointed Direetor-Generai 
of the Ministry of National Economy 1938 and 
Director Ajcnenii of Posts and Telegraphs in 1938, 
but dismissed in 1939. Included on Shukn 
Ouwaih's list for 1943 election, be polled nearly as 
many votes as Quwatit himself. Reflected Deputy 
1^47, tn fact, it is almost certain that he polled 
more votes hut the matter was ** arranged," 
Minister of Justice and RavftaiJIcmcnt in Fare.* 
Khouri’s second Government, April to August 19*5. 
Minister of Finance m Jamil M.irdam's first Gove ru¬ 
men t, December 1946 to October 1947, and was on 
several occasions acting Prime Minister. Minister 
of National Economy in Mandam's second Gnverrt- 
rneni, October £947 Good-natured, intelligent, 
comfortably off Too colourless to be either useful 
or dangerous. Of moderate Nationalist tendencies, 
bui dissairsficd with treatment received from that 
party, 

42. ffulfur. I.utfi 

Bom Damascus of a familv of well-estab¬ 
lished merchants, Minister of Public Works under 
the Da mad, 192$, and deported for Natiomilist 
sympathies some months later. Member of the 
Constituent Assembly. 1928. Accepted post as 
4dHDnmtritor of Am Pitch waterworks, mu 
Deputy m 1932 and again in 1436 when he was 
elected vice-president of the Chamber of Deputies 
Mmister of Finance in the second Jamil Martinm 
Cabinet (July 1937 ki February- 1934). Prime 
Munster, 23rd February (o I4ih March. 1939. 
Implicated in the murder of Dr. Shu bandar in July 
J94U. and lied 10 Bagdad Returned to Syria after 
the Charge against ham; had been dropped' and the 
Government of Directors replaced hv the moderate 
Nationalist Government of Khaled Bey el A/m 
If/.vJ m April 1941. Deputy for Damascus 1943 and 
again m 1947 and Minister of Interior in Sandullah 
JubriN Government (August 1943-Octobtt 1944). but 
resented the latter's interference irv his Department. 
Minister of Interior in Fares KhourTs ihind Govern¬ 
or!!, August-September [445. Minister of 
Interior in Saudullah Jibfl's wcond Government, 
September 1945 to April 194b. Is interested m ihe 
newspaper .41 Inshiut. which is nominally owned 
and directed by his cousin, Wijib el Haifar 
Not an eMretne Nationalist, but has a lengthy 
record of political activity in ctmrtejiioEi with 
Piife.stine- :i.ssi.nted Ncbih el Azmi to oreanise the 
Arab Conference at Blutiun in I9J5 and is now 
c ha nr man of the Syrian Committee for ihe Defence 
T Jalestiite, Nsit a strong personality though he 
was an important member of the Nationalist hfoe 
and hi now president of Damascus branch of 
National Party. A good second fiddler Has lately 
been suJfennj from heart rttnible. 


43* Hajju -Agha Hussan 

Bom alx>ui 189S near Martimc. Turkey, He^id 
of Haverkan tribe o! Kurds which moted into Syria 
about 1922. No specific education, but reads and 
writes Kurdish. Arabic and Turkish, With Ins late 
father took prominent part tn Separatist Movement 
m the Jc?rrah Resides at I fassetclie. Was pro- 
Ally arid co-operative during ihe war, elected 
Deputy for Kamishli 1943 and in 1947, but does not 
enjoy the confidence of the National Party owing to 
his former connesiort -with the French- 

44. Hakim. Hass an Bey at 

Born Damascus 1 bout 1886. Was an Inspector of 
Finance and later Direct or of Posts and Telegraphs 
in Faisal's Syrian Government of 19)8-20 He was 
held responsible for delay irt sending off Faisarj 
repls to General Gouraud's ultimatum in July 1920. 
lit was the absence of a reply that prodded the 
excuse for General Gouraud to order French troops 
to advance on Damascus,) lisiled by the French 
Ijue had fled to Egypjt and later went to Iraq. Then 
he ohlained an appointment as manager or the Arab 
Batik's Jaffa branch. Amnestied in 1937. he 
returned to Damascus and, as a loyal Nationalist, 
was appointed Director-General of Wakf Minister 
of Education in. Bukhari Cabinet, March 10 May 
1939, Later became Director of Government Agri¬ 
cultural Bank. In September 1941 became President 
of Council and Minister of Finance in “ l Indepen¬ 
dent " Syria under the presidency of Sheikh Taj cd 
Din. ai proclaimed by French. Quarrelled with 
President over latter’s financial requests and with 
French over non-granting of various concessions of 
form to indeprridenee. Because of his rather stub¬ 
born and limited capacity was on bad terms with hkv 
colleagues, whom he was unable to pull together. 
VVas undoLibiedly pro-British, but was vers indiscreet 
in falling under the influence of unworthy coun¬ 
selors. He gave hh enemies a chance to attack 
him because he openly proclaimed himself av 
Opposed to the truth I landlords and because, 
although materially honest, he provoked laws to 
benefit hcnysclf in smalt ways. In April 1942 he was 
forced us resign in rather unpleasant manner, after 
defying tlie President, ansi reverted to Firmer employ¬ 
ment as Director of the National (Syrian! Agricultural 
Bank until July £944, when he retired Since then 
he lias criticised the actions of the President of the 
Republic and the Government in fettera and memo¬ 
randa and has been outspokenly in favour of & 
Hdshimiic monarchy in Syria." Applied to visit 
London at the same time a* the Emir Abdullah curly 
in 1946, but was not granted a visa as his visit did 
not come under any category admissible at the time 
and at was not considered desirable to make any 
exception. Failed in 1947 elections. 

45. Hukvm. Jlikim t el 

Bom I89H. Obtained M.D. at Insianbu] College, 
served i .11 the Turkish army during the First World 
War and w'ltied in IdUb. where he practised. 
Deputy for Id lib 1926. 1936, 1943 and 1947, Minis¬ 
ter of Public Works »n Fares Khourys second 
Govern men!, April to August 1945, and again in 
KhOuD'ft iWrtl GovemmciU, August to September 
1945, Minister of Naiional Rcouomi in Jamil 
ManJam's him Government. December :i C| 46 to 
October 1947. .md Director-General of Mira. 
Llcctevl second Vi«-President of the Chamber of 
Deputies. October 1^47. Used 10 be a member of 
the National bkte. but his not joined the National 
^urly. He is not very impressive and has usually 
lidd office because he has few enemies He is 
respected for fit- honesty and succeeded in making 
a number of reforrris (o dean up the Mimutnet of 
which he wav in charge. 

46. I tii La hi, l aid 

Bom Damascus about 1905, Sunni Moslem 
Married to w» Atai H of Horns; formerly civil judge 
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in Damascus and Homs. Appointed Acting 
Moluh/ ol Homs 1^42. confirmed in CXiober anti 
maintained in iff lice by SaaduLluh JabriA Govern- 
menL Reputed honest as juti^e. anti showed him¬ 
self an astute anti capable administraicu. After hi» 
definite appointment as Mohafiz, however, he dis¬ 
played political ambitions and showed himself reluc¬ 
tant to take 4 slfang fine when notiNes Wirrc con¬ 
cerned, Appointed (,'arly in 3 946 as Administrative 
frispector at Ministry of Interior, Fri>m December 
3 946 Director of Tribal Affairs, 

47. Hamzch, Araf 

Bc^n about £9()3., Educated tn Damascus. 
Ntucticdi law m lhc Damascus Sdtwl of Law. 
Member ol the Court of Appeal, having been 
appointed to this post lit year 143*, Head of the 
Damascus Munidpality in April 1942 until eatly 
1945, when he was appointed Gorernmem repre¬ 
sentative on the Council of Stale. From June £947 
Scvretary-General of Prune Minister's office [he is 
u broilicr-in-law of Jartiil Mardam), Organised 
Damascus Spitfire Fund. Member of a well-known 
Damascus family claiming descent from Hie 
Prophet Muhantc'd. Given Kings Medal for Ser¬ 
vice rn ihe Cause of Freedom 10 1947. Popular, 
pleasant, well-mannered and well educated, but 
rather weak. 

4f(, Hariri, N In turned Khcir 

Bora about The mast influential sheikh in 

the Bauran. Considered a large landowmef. After 
ihe entry ol the Allie-. tnio Syria he was one of the 
prindpaJ a|iiiaiofs for the co-orntination of the 
Hauran w r ilh Transjordan. During the summer of 
394: he was u leading figure in the move for a 
Huumni Moha fi/. liis name headed the leleeram of 
protestation sent to General Co(l« 011 2lkh 
.August. 1942. complaining of Husni B.-iran’s high¬ 
handed method for the collection of wheat. This 
telepram demanded Bara/i\ resignation under threat 
™ non-co-operation stith the OC P Frequently 
i rax els to [>a nuascus. where he has dealings with 
rolihL-al personage. Depute for FJ7rira. Iljuran, 
1943, and again in 1947, 

i iterate, but not educaicd Political I v conscious, 

ambitious and wilting to run with the hurea. 

49. Unriri Wahbi el 

fttirn In Aleppo in IM7, received a secondary 
school education. I miJ 1939 was a small contractor 
,i:;J businessman in Aleppo, with connexions in 
Turkey. During lhc war he very rapidly mereased 
hi L . fortune contracting for the I tench and British 
armies, and building wltat is now the largest teaiili; 
factory in Syria. Gave ihe price of a Spitfire to the 
British in £942; Elected Deputy 111 1943 on Saadlluh 
Jabn's list and in 1947 on the list nf the Parliamentary 
PiipiiUr Party. Appointed Minister of Finanoe in 
Jamil MordamV Government in OiU^c 1947. L 
on good terms with Jamil. He k a dever business- 
man with few scruple^ but has no knowledge of 
Government finance or nf currency matiers He 
drinks heavily, ami is dispvHai to talk frankly with 
the British with whom he believes fits commercial 
interest lie. 

50. Hal L in. Di. Anwar 

tkirn 19ill. An Alepinif Chrisltar educated an 
France, graduate of law from Paris University 
Teacher of i-rench Literature at the lAjhir School. 
Duma.scus. 1933-36. Secretary to Prime Minister 
I 37-3*9 Assistant Chief of Diwan ai Prime 
M mister * Office 1939 42. Diraaor of Pnaoipanda 
iiral Social Affair- Apral 1942 April l k >43, Chief i 
Semee m prime Minister's Office April 1943 Mav 
1941. DutCtor of Prime Minister’s Office May 194?. 
AppKvitiled Second Counvdkir 111 Ministry for Foreign 
Affine March 194b irt addition to his other posj. 
August 1947 sent on mission |o London and was 
*MMt Of British Council for a month Intelligent 
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and hi% accurate idea of the kwflietengy of the 
Syrian <jo\craftttrti. A supporter of Jamil Mardain 
4nd has frequently shown himself willing lo provide 
information to Hi\ Majesty'■* Legation, but in not 
entirely trustworthy and inclined to dnnk over- 
much. 

51. llun^h Adr 

Alnwiie. Born about 1885. Chief of the 
Matawirah tribe living, at Safita. Hes* family for- 
lunci, never great, have diminished to such an extent 
that he has to rely on his tribe i which is not rich) 
for financial support, Commii-Jtre of Police in 
Beirut under Turkish regime. Resentment of favour 
shewn oy French toother Alamiic leaders made him 
throw, m his lot with the Nationalist Mae, and he was 
made Mohatiz of the Kan ran (1939) and subse¬ 
quently of the Damascus province whence he was 
retired in 1943 Lived in retirement at Safita. and 
wih arrested by the Vtchy authorities during the 
battle <-f Syria. L Her rcEciscd by Fighting French, 
who did not, however* rerard him aa reliable. His 
attitude to the British was equally unreliable. 
Arrested and interne2 i May 1943 J for alleged contact 
with Xusv By many h:. 'arrest was regarded as a 
political mow by (lie French againm the 
Nationalist*. 

A nun id man) marriages. Lavish* educated, but 
or limited intelligence* stubborn, courageous and 
popular in spite of his poverty, 

52. Eiwyane. T&uliq 

Sunni Modem* Born about 1895. From ASeppc. 
Kist nakim of Doumo in 1925 and Governor of 
Hauran, 1930. Secretary to lhe Syrian Govcmnjenl 
after the dismissal of Sheikh Taj ed Din (1933). 
Acting Governor of Damascus during the elections of 
April 1952 President of the Municipality of 
Damascus J93.fi. and Mnnafrz of Damascus. r Div 
mwsed March 1942 and shelved rn Conned of Slate 
whence he was recalled to become Director-< icneml 
of the Interior on the dismissal of FLihij al Khacib 
■l./.v.i October 1943. Having quarrelled with his 
.Mmivlcr tLulfi Haffnrl was appointed Director- 
General of Pons and Idcgraphs August 1944. A 
pteMij.ni person and has shown himself to be 
co-operative particularly in pulling through contracts 
for BniE-.lt lima for telecommunrcaiitui material* 
Standard telephone- contract foe example. H:i> 
repruiented Syria on sc. era I occasions at Arab League 
Comiriuniddor* Conimiuro. 

53. tlilfcl, ShrAh Abbnd ■! 

Bom about KU Son of Sheikh Jedaan al Hiffel. 
the weak and slings ShcriLh of the AgutdiL Sheikh 
Obud wav. dectei Deputy for Mcyidiae in 1943 and 
again in 1917. Speak 1 Arabic mnly but is intelligent 
and hat the personality to command the respect of his 
follow?’v Ac he in -till voting ^nd untried be is api 
in resort to force to a.>--crt himwlf, but Is not. by* nature 
turhutenc. His popularity iv on the increase amongst 
the Agaidil. 

54. Jiindteh. t.rcKuirc 

Armenian Catholic Ardhbiiheip of Aleppo. Bom 
l@‘LV Educated in the Armenian Seminary in 
Rome. Member of j. wealthy Aleppo family with 

C i'Inis.al connexions. A brother wav at one time 
Sinister of Finance. Formerly known as a Franco¬ 
phile; .'liter his brotherV resit-nation from the Finance 
Ministry he became a vehement critic of the French 
Administration in Syria, and later became just as 
critical of the Syrian Nationalist AdimnUtration. 

A prolate whose utferetta arc more temporal than 
spiritual and who n not much trusted locally* 

55. Hiraki. Ilikmac 

Bom about I&95 prominent M-wlern landowner 
of Mratet<rt*Nciman (Aleppo region). No political 
career, hui always friendly to the French U a 
farmer and on very good (emu with the Bedouins of 


his ilistnei ami with his own tenants, being kindly. 
Became Minister of Ravitailtoment in the Hawaii al 
Hakim G. a ernmeni (September 1 IJ 4l to April 1942)* 
again in Husat Bjrafl'i Government (April 1942 to 
January 1943) and again in JemiJ Uljhis Govern¬ 
ment iJanuary 1943 to March 19435, Was also 
appointed Assist;, ul to Jemil Ulshr as President of 
the Wheat Comnufeiem. Deputy 1943 for Miwm-en- 
Noman and again in 1947 Shrewd. 

56. Hutttsi. Fdmoni) 

Born 1901. Son of Albert Hotiihi* educated A.L.B. 
Switzerland and England, private banker with 
interests in Egypt* who did lucrative business with 
Turks during (he i9U war. Was Syrian Minister 
of 1 1 nance [March to October 39341 . Member of 
Syrian deteiiation for the conclusion of ihc Franco- 
Syrian Treaty in 1936. Elected Nationalist Deputy 
for Aleppo, December E93£i Took unofficial charge 
of the British Consulate at Aleppo during 1943 
evacuation and has always been outspoken in his 
British sympathies. Was mode honorary Commander 
of the British Empire. April I94& appointed 
MLruclcr of Finance m SaaduHah. Jabri's third 
Government when he instituted investigation into 
irregularities in Finance Ministry. Failed in 1947 
elections on Presidents list. Was at one time a 
candidate for post of Syrian Minister in, London. 

Is intelligent and pleasant, if somewhat indolent. 

57. MarjnJ* A km in 

Born ilinn iibotn 3 4(5 Sunni Moslem Lawyer. 
Extremist leader of Youth Party pt Hama, Joined 
Iraqi revolution 1941 at head of a small number of 
you rig iiiL’iu met German commission m Homs and 
Aleppo. Deputy I'143, ami Secretary’ of Chamber of 
Deputies. Intelligent and has considerable influence 
over young men, including sons of notables, m spite . 
of hlv anti-feudal views. Was, engaged in active 
agitation ag.unsl the Feudal Party (Ghnleb Aim, 
Abdul Oader Kailam (n/,t.>) and escaped arrest 
together with Rail Milqi ordy by intervention 
of the Prime Minkicr tFebruary 19445 A leading 
member of the ConstilulinnaJ Liberal Party and a 
travel active critic of the Government. Proprirtivr 
and chief editor of f\{ YatjZQ first published May 
194b—which from the Eirsi issue has adopted a 
viotently anE-British attitude* and is notable even 
auivtngst Syrian Eurw^,[iapcr>. foe the inaccuracy of its 
new- Re-elected Deputy Fn llama ( 947 , Member 
of Parliamentary Cosmitutional Party 17+8, Actually 
fought for six weeks with volunteers in Palestine early 
l l 48* and urged severe nteasurcs in Government. A 
nun with considenbte drive hui vain and 
lreop«»ibk. 

5& I luh hi, Vubum 

BtM-ri about 1888 at leritat ibn Omar* Turkey. 

I ducated at Catholie Cnllcge in Miiaul, where fve 
worked as teacher and preacher, and laici was secre¬ 
tary to the Ottboik' Mihstt'n Syrian Catholic Arch* 
hi -hiip of the Jerriah, A confirmed supporter of the 
Nationalists* md later of the Separatist Movement 
m l«irah. W r enl Co i J aris in 1937 with rhe Syrian 
(At hi die Patriarch* Cardinal Tftppouni. and suc¬ 
ceeded m securing from the French Government 
certain additional sjfeuuardv for his community in 
Jczirah. but was obliged to remain in Beirut for a 
time in 193S tn E)J9 wav again connected with 
the Separatist a pit at ion in the Je/irah. which con- 
trihnted to the downfall of the Nationalist Govern- 
merit in July 1939. During Vichy regime in Syria 
was pro-Ally and helped Allied tM*jps during the 
I’ecupalion 1 194h A keen churchman and an astute 
Mdidlii who ably protcch the imetesri of Sue 
flock. 

59. Ilimaidi* Muhunud ml 

Born Deir C3! Zor about 1800 Sunni Moslem. 
Rich landlord and ev-prcsidenl Saleh of Dt-ir &. Zor 


[ bamber of Commerce. Part-owner of Deir n Zor 
Flcctrpaly Company and owner of several pumping 
engines along the Euphrates Was a supporter of 
National him: and Irnked with Mohamed ei Ayeah 
being one of his strongest supporters, "His 
son Oa.\ini was elected Deputy for Derr e/ Zot 1945, 

60, tlutalki. His hop, Ignulkw 

Bo.Tt about 19tit). Greek Orthodox Bishop of 
Haiiu As EJMi.il wiiii Levant ccctewasiicH* more 
inlcreslcd tn politics than church matters and tries 
to get his linger in every pie. Plays off Moslems 
against French* Supporter of Nationalist btoc. was 
elected vice-president of the Committee for the 
Defence of Palestine ai the Arab Conference in 
Bludan 1937. At meetinfi at Ateppo i2lst Novem- 
lief. 1^42) to cvinmenioiate Hanano. Nationalist 
ciern. made a Speech it? the died that there were no 
minorities. Phis roused uproar in the Christian and 
French circtes. A speaker of repute, in July 1947 
wj^ sent by Patriarch t<» Brazil, where he addressed 
e\-paui 1 cc Syrians 

Lie 1 .cr an^l unicrupulous. 

61, I Fish, Nuri al 

Bom about 1895, Educated at A.l.LB and 
Clreflccdcr Agricultural Colfece. Appointed by 
Saadulfah Jabris Government 10 "tie Director-General 
of rrihal Affairs (March .19441 on the cession of 
she Tribal Department by the F'rench to the Syrians. 
Resigned November 194b. Elected Deputy for 
Damascos 1947, rcccivinc Snchest number of" votes 
cast, which nude him aspire to the Presidency. His 
spent a. greut deal of money on the improvement 
of his farm near Damascus, 


62. Ibrahim Pasha, Khalil Btev 

Born about I88S at \eranshehir, in Turkes 
Sunni Moslem Kurd, chief of MiTli tribe, but dis- 
cL-irEiied by many rtil Lords bj the re is a large Arab 
element in the tribe. Studied in Istanbul;" spcik, 
ami writes Turkish and Arabic. Wealthy lanrfosvner 
m Ran et Ain; in his nmc ha? sided "with Turks* 
Kurds, Aratis. French, British and Germans; a coin- 
ptete Fmntit and doubbertwf, but possesses ton- 
ciiierable charrn. Elected Deputy fur Hassetche 
194.1. but failed trt 1947 to secure re-elect ion 

6.1 l nc.hri. Iwiim 

Baum 1913. Educated American University of 
Beirut and Law College. Damascus. A friend of 
Subn cl Avs.iLi (rjr.v, 1 . in •. iiose vifiL-e he was from 
3937 to 1934. Practised as a lawyer From 1 94(1 to 
1944, when he w-as appointed head of a Department 
at the Presidency. Was known to be a sympathiser 
with the League of National Action und is thought 
to have been mixed up in the Shthtandir murder. 
Vwiled London, November 1945, as one of the secre¬ 
taries to the Syrian deleeftlinn in the preliminary 
meeting of (he UniicsJ Nations Organisation Con¬ 
ference. and returned favourably impressed with 
Biiiish intentiofte Member of Syrian delegation on 
United Naiions Enquiry Committee \o Greece and 
Balkan States, January [947* Adviser to Syrian 
dclcLMirum to United Nations Assembly, September 
1947, Aciing Secratary-Geneial of Presklcnej. 
February 1948 Speaks excellent English A Mime- 
whiiE overfed und gross man, jmj while overtlv c.ivv 
to gel on watli* he is prolmbly not lo<> reliable 

*4, lihuq* Said Bey 

Born 1897, Syrian Orthodox Chnsujn Elected 
Chrisitan Dcputj for Ehc Jczirah itt |9?7* despite 
(he opposition of the Syrian Nnkmalita. Deputy 
for Kamishh 1943. Controller of the Chatul-ef of 
Deputies 1943 44. though formerly one of the 
leaders of the Separatist imwemem in Jczireh, n-m 
support.-, Syrian unity. Failed 194? elections 

37804 



Bom Damascus 1902. Sunm Moslem, Doctor 
of medicine of American University of Beirut 192b. 
Doctor 10 Damascus. Municipality 193b Is more 
interested in social and pnlitical actmties tlmn in 
medicine Since e*fiy S 920‘s has been associated 
w ith Ali Dandosbi (^.c,)* in Syrian Scout movement. 
Member of League of National Action <1936) and on 
good terms with Nationalist bloc, who made u--:: of 
Jabi% MSHitj for polnicj] demansbratioos and propa,- 
ganda. Inipltcalod in plot against the security of 
the State ami Bahij ul Ktiatib [July 1939) amt'llci 
the country to Transjordan, where he raubliihcd a 
clirsic eu Ammin. In his absence wa* >cntcnoeid to 
twenty j cars' imprisonment and twenty year-i’ 
bapivbrtUTit* und only returned to Syria "jn 1943* 
when charges iigainsr him had been 'dropped. In 
1942 appointed preside- 1 ; of Higher Scouting Com¬ 
mittee and participated in movement lo oppcB* 
affiliation of Scouts with Syrian Ministry of Youth 
and helped RasJikl Ah to make his journey to Saudi 
Arabia 1945* Eventually came to terms and was 
nominated head of Higher Scout Committee His 
brother Jamil (now defunctl, ako a member of the 
League of National Action (a Gcrrnanophitel. flei 
the country on the Allied oeeupaOen. After the 
failure or his; private pract.ee in Damascus 
Dr. Ritihdi secured [he appointment of Dircclor of 
Health in l.acakia fApril 1944) Sent to England* 
September KHS* on a meJical mission, AppoEiUeJ 
Director of Health in Aleppo early in 1948. 

S r ,5 a prominent nor plei-,ui|i person a li tv in -.pile 
of hiv posit inn 


66. Jabri. Ibsn.it E'rv al 

&nrn Aleppo about 11135. Brother of the face 
Saa-JulDb al Jabri. Deputy for Aleppo in the Parlia, 
men; at Comtanbuopte during the rurkivh regime 
anti for a time aideritr^amp lo the Sulun, Returned 
(0 Ateppo after the vur and proceeded to TkinautK 
wbe-e he was Chamberlain to King Faisal during [he 
lutteris short reign Fled with King Faisal at the 
tune of the Freneb occupation of D-amucus, tiret 
(n Palestine and then lo Iraq, In 1924 he wm* 
delegated by the Syrian Aral's to go to Geneva 
to uphold I he cause of Syrian independence at the 
League of Nations in company with the Dru«e 
leader, the Emir Shikib Arslan* Sentenced bv ihc 
Fiench to permanent banishment from Syria and 
remained m Europe working for Syrian inde¬ 
pendence from 1924 to 1937, Amnestied in April 
5937 and was Mohafc of Lafnkia in November 1937 
to April 1039 Was actively associated with bread 
vErikes tn Aleppo. March I-ML Arrested by the 
British in Aleppo in ScpEcmbcr 1942 as porertiiilly 
dangerous, but release! in Sepiemhcr 1943. Faitcil 
m 1947 election*, president of the Aleppo branch of 
Nation:,! Party l94g. An cnthlLsiascit Nalionatisi 
of Enftucnce who itill has pcrwraal ambitinm 


67. Jibri* Afejd ed Dio Bey 

Born in 1910* wn of Kcmiil Bey Jabri arul nephew 
of Saadulliih Bev Jabri; married (o Hale, daughter of 
IhMin Bey Jabri [brother of Saadullah Beyl, 
LducaiM at Aleppo and Pit rive years at Robert 
College. Utanbul. Spcnl Ehree year^. J932 to 1935. in 
United Stales (B A., Illinois 'University) where he 
Studied engineering Served for six yeare m the 
Public Work* Dc^rtmmt of the Palestine Govern 
incnl and seconded for service in Tnuisjordari 
l! 9 ;* 74 / 1 ^^lary-Gcncrj] of .Aleppo MuitidpalHy 
1944-45 and President of the Munkipaliiy since Julv 
1946. Well educated, practical* rmsderaic md less 
susceptible to parly and family influences (hart mo*t 
Arah-i. Devotes his little spare time to exploding hk 
father's main- estates Speaks erodknl EnylUb and 
good Preach: the main hope for the fuiure of the 
Jabri family. 
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66. Jr bora, Kuuii Bcn 

Aljwite. Born liIxhii 189? at Ale^ndretta, where 
h <£ wa± educated in I he French OoH*ge dcs fofcftt, 
Worked in the Deutsche Palcstiiia Bank and on the 
Bagdad Railway before the 19-14 war. After the 
armistice of Hi? h< supported the French, and in 
1942 was appointed Director of the Finance Depart¬ 
ment in the Sanpl of AEexandrelta Went |o 
Geneve in 1937 to assist the League of Nations 
eipcU'i in drawing up the statute of the umiak. 
Supported the Alawitc dement in the sanjak, which 
he tu-, done much to organise. Lspelled from 
Alcxamirctia in August 193ft and appointed Director 
of Finance at Aleppo kief in that year. Appointed 
Director-General of Finance by k bated cl Anti in 
April ] 94-1 and combined this with the directorate of 
Supply for one year. Inspector of Trade Disputes, 
] H, i’ Mitiister of Ravtuiifcmeiit in Fares KhouriN 
second Government April to August 19J5 Minister 
of RasujilLiuem in Lares KhouriN third Govern- 
riKLiu August to October 1945, Minister of National 
Fanuomy and acting Minister of RavitaiUcmcnt and 
Government Rcpresenpiri e MIKA m Saadudati 
JabriV second Government October 1945 u> April 
t946. acting Minister of Finance from December 
E*>45. Reverted to Dircctor-<JCOcral of Finance and 
appointed Government representative on Supreme 
found! of Common Interests May 3946, Syrian 
representative [April 1947) on International Trade 
Organisation. Syrian delegate to Havana Con¬ 
ference on trade and employment November 1947, 
Appointed Secretary-Genera l of Ministry of Finance 
March (948. On several occasions represented 
Syria on Arab League Financial Committee. Being 
born in the Malay, i# bitterly resenLc its cor>;OH to 
Turkey. espcaaUy as the Turks cotthscuied his 
properly there. Until outbreak of war wn* ptrsom 
non gruia to Turk*. 

An able financier and believed to be honest, 
though he has been accused tti the press of being 
pans to financial irregularities tn the Ministry of 
Finance A umototts fw-rsonality, although of 
stubborn character Not liked on account of his 
coklfics* 

69. JncicL Mohmned 

Burn about 1885. A law tie. Chief of the Rasha- 
winah section of the kalbiah, tribe living ai Saihab 
tn the Masiaf district. Is very popular with his 
tribe. Owner of emeosive properties on which he 
has recently redeemed the mortgage. I> paid by the 
Syrian Tobacco Monopoly to 'suppress tobacco 
wnun^lmg. but is believed, nevertheless. to help 
smugglers. On had terms wnh Sulci man M inched 
Of. i-j, jealous of the Abbas and Kinj famdsev 
Deputy for Miiiaf in Syrian Partiiment, H37 
Middle aged, calm and reasonable. kept on good 
terms with the AJminisirainui and the French us he 
considered this to be in the interest of his tribe 
For this reason the other leaden in Ala wile area and 
in Syria regard hint as spineless Fleeted Deputy 
for Masiif I94J, and again in 1947. 

70. kubbam Sami 

Born Damascus 1904. Sunni Mihlem. Dvetor of 
law of Montpellier and Geneva. Diplomc! of the 
" liuiituc itcv Haute* Etudes Je Unon Inter- 
national." Chief Clerk to the Speaker or the Syrian 
Parliament 1972 31 Owner and editor of news¬ 
paper Ai NiJaS. 

As 4 personal friend of the Late Dr. Shahbandar. U 
opposed to the Nationalist*. Although he failed to 
tx- elected in 1943, lie secured the most votes of any 
non Nationalist candidate. Succeeded in 1947, hut 
rarely attends Clumber because he geii little support 
for his advocacy of 4 broad-bared Government A 
well-educated. maft. 

71. knilmii Alrptn 

Born 1905. Speakv Lnglrh and a little French 
Hr, f.imily own village of Beit Suwa in the Damascus 


Glioma. Helped Shukri Quwatli in t94J elections 
On whose list he Hoped to appear for election, but 
he did nm do so : became dissatisfied with the pre-rent 
regime, Su spcctcd of havj ng helped Rarehid Ah to 
go to Saudi Arabia. In 1946 was actively touring 
Syria contacting notables throughout the country on 
behalf of King Abdullah and reporting somewhat 
over optimistically on the successes attending hi* 
efforts. Since then he has been running a Greater 
Syria bureau an the Lebanon, and ha> kept an con¬ 
stant touch with supporters in the Levant Slates 
and w-ith King Abdulla. He ri a petty intriguer w-ith 
little personality. 

72, Kaibni, Saadi tShdtni PirJ 

Born about 190-4 iti Damascus. Brother nf Akram 
Kaihtni (q.i t. Made no secret of his admiration 
for the Germans, and after the British occupation of 
Syria m 1941 reappeared in Wajtiristan where he is 
known to have stirred up tribesmen to join in a 
rebellion against the Afghan Government, Wm 
found in the British Zone of Germany m the autumn 
of l a 45; representations were made by die Foreign 
Office to the War Oflice that all possible steps should 
\k ttken in prevent him returning to Syria, The 
India OiTke took the same view' a> regards India. 
He remitted to Damascus, however, in July 1946 in 
a French ship. Failed in 1947 elections. As _a 
result of high gambling and election expenses hi* 
llnanccs arc shaky. A cruel and ruthless person of 
considerable ability, who would probably be ready 
to support arty regime from which he could eapeci 
to bendit. 


73. Kayuli. Abdurrahman 

Born 189(1 Educated in the American University 
of Beirut. Mamed into the Mudarrci family. King 
Fai*a Tb Chamberlain ai Damascus. Prominent 
Nationalist but inclined (o preach moderation 
Fleeted Nation a Li vt Depuiy for Aleppo in 1936. 
Minister of Education and. of Justice in the former 
Nationalist Government, Went to Geneva in 
December 1936, to put forward die Arab claim for 
Alciandrctta- Sent from Damascus to Aleppo m 
Fcbnwry 1937 to apologise to the French for the Iron 
Shirt clash w-tih the French Gendarmerie Minister 
of Eduettkon and Justice in the second Jamil Mar- 
dam ratu null July 1937 tn Fehruary 19391. Mirusier 
nf National Econo im in I he Lute Haflar Cabinet 
(February to March 1939}. His modernle party was 
swamped, in July 1943 elections by Saadulluh Jabn, 
but lie was eventually clcvied himself and was. 
Minister fm Justice in Saadullah Jabri’s first 
Crovemnieni August 1943 to October 1944, Minister 
of Justice and Minister of Public Works in Fores 
KhouriT first Govemniens Ocuiber 1944 to Apnl 
1945. htnee he left the Ciovemmetu he bos become 
d leading member of the CoaMUUlisin.il L the ml 
Party and hos lost no opportunity of attacking 
succeeding Governmems sn the Chamber of 
Deputies Failing in 1947 election*, but still aspires 
(ns Ik Prune Minister. Hiv inllucncc is probably less 
titan might b£ expected. Intelligent. Hut not 
masterful 


74. kniti, Kudulpht* 

Bum HSS in Cairo t Roman Catholic. Doctor of 
law nf Park, Lawyer for the Djinvasrov Municipality 
1931-J9, Wav owner and editor l assisted by Ins son 
Andrei of Damascus French language daily Lr Matin 
which was suppressed after the events of May 
1945 to reappear in French for one day three months 
later but was finally converted into an Arab language 
daily Ai Aiman in January 1946. D.N.B agent at 
Damascus from (93S to begirung, of war Supported 
Axis whenever ii paid him in Vichy year, On 
a^-umpuon of power by Nationalist Government in 
1943 showed himwlf a French tod. 

Complete opportunist and efcver lawyer. 


75, RriLhia. RuMidi 

Born 1905- Belongs to a well-known Aleppo 
Moslem family Studied law at Damascus Uni- 
vervity. Elected Deputy for Aleppo December 193b, 
he became known fot his vehement ?p«x:liei in the 
Syrian Assembly Rcsigmsd from the National 
bit*- March 193V, Deputy for Aleppo in 1943 in 
opposition to both the Jabri and Kayali groups and 
remained dppoficd to them in Parliament, reacted 
in 1947 on list of Parfiamcnlory Goirviimiional Party, 
He Has on several OCOUtims refused lo accept a 
Ministry. A man of some character and seriousness 
of purpovc but nut much brain; has not yet suc¬ 
ceeded in gaining much influence outside the 
Constitutional Party. 

76, klladlum, Rili'il, IJeuL-Colunel 

fikim 1904 in Durovcm of Kurdish origin from 
Khannqum. Educafint Amcrkan University of 
Beirut and in Damascus Military School. Studied 
Si. C’vt Mihurv School and elsewhere in F-ratice, 
Appointed to Chief of StaJfN OlHce in Beirut 1936 
and to First Bureau of Troupe; S pec i a lev Beirut, 
1 942 . Assistant Oflicer Commanding Coaslguitrdji 
1944 45. Resigned from Troupes S&fciak'-. just 
before events of May 1945, Officer CommaQiJinc 
Desert Force. June 1945-April 1946 , AppsvinteJ 
Chief of Stall Syrian Army. April 1946 hut wa.s 
shortly afterwards posted as commander of the 
1st Liwi. Speaks French, Turkish and a liulc 
[■nglish, Docs not belong lo any political patty. 
Nm scry impressive, but well-tlisposed 

77, Khalifa, BiiHij Bey a! 

Born aK.'ijt I If 93 in the Lebanon and educated al 
itfc American College, [Jcirut Appointed a Govern¬ 
ment clerk in Faiial’s AdminislratLon (1919-20) and 
went to Palestine un the occupatiun of Syria by the 
French. He relumed in 1923 uttd ohlrineJ a minoi 
Government po>l. During the revolt of 1925-26 
Bahlj Bey scried in the Ministry of the Interior and 
earned the reputaUOn of being a pro-French nl^citl. 
He afterwards served under Sheikh Taj eti Din in 
192S anti as private secretary to Haqqi Eky al Aim 
in 1932, thus Lneurrmg tliu displeasure of the 
Nationalist Party, He was then sent as Mohaft?. to 
Deir ez Zor until 1934. when Sheikh Taj ed Din. 
once more Prime Minister, appointed him Admini¬ 
strator Inspector in the Ministry of the Interior. He 
also filled the post* or head of the municipality and 
Dircccor-Gencral of Police. In 1937 Use Nationalist 
Party, who had come into power, dislodged him on 
account of his alleged pro-French sympathies. Fie 
was, however, retained m Government serv-ice on 
Freneh insistence and Jn! [Iiueh IO qiJJt’Liim down the 
situation tn the Jchel Druse, where he went os 
administrator m November 1937 Did equally good 
work in ihe Je/imh m 1939, When NaluMialisi 
Government under Jamil Mar Jam w^as dissolved and 
the Constitution suspended* he became (9th July, 

1 939) president of the Council of Directors, "a 
Govcrnmenl of civil servants. He administered 
Ssria wiseh and efficiently until April 1941, when 
the council was replaced by she K haled a I A7in 
Government, tn June 1939 i group including Najih 
and Munir Raycss. juJ bclieitd to have been hoed 
by Nationalists, plotted to murder Him, hut the plot 
wav discovered and culpriiv arrested. They were 
subseijUdiilv released ai the orders, it sv believed, of 
the Italian Disn mill men i Comm^sion (November 

1940] . During the Khaled al Anti Government 
Bahi) iiccupied his old p^.T^t of InspeL-tor-General of 
the Interior, but on formation of Sheikh Taj ed Din’s 
Government (September 194h he reluctantly (on 
French pressurei accepted appointment of Acting 
Miiniater of Interior, Had several disagreements with 
the French over their non-implementation of promise 
of independence and ■with the President over 
his interference with internal departmental affairs 
When Cibind was reformed after fall of Hassan al 
Hakim ilfitH April. 1942), Bahii again reverted to 
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post d inspector-General. Shortly afrer the acire-.- 
sion to power of Niiknulab in August 1943, was 
fir>l relegated lo post of Mohafiz of Damascus 
Province and later placed on retired list (October 
1943>, Withdrew to Lebanon and was told by 
Government not us return to Damascus, as they 
feared him to be a French tooli alleged to have been 
included in the Quisling Government which wa> to 
have iwen set up after the events of Miy 1945. He 
ts younger brother of Sheikh Fuad ai Khatih, 
prijminent figure of Arab revolt, and later councillor 
to Lhe Emir Abdullah of Transjordan, a great Arab 
poet and Anglophil. 

He has earned the unusual reputation of being a 
painstaking and honest public servant. Speaks 
French and English fluently. Not above political 
intrigue, for which he is well placed, owing to his 
wide contacts. He would almost certainly return lo 
a position of importance in Syria should there be 
a change of regime. 

7$, Khoja, [{amid 

Born i9t)7 of a family of religious teachers, Edu¬ 
cated at the Franciscan School at Aleppo and at the 
Tmhcrs* Training College. Aleppo. Studied law m 
Parts, where he obtained his Jeer re. Deputy for 
Raqqa 1932-36 and again 1943. Appointed Kaima- 
kiim 1937 first at Ziwiyeb and then at Jerablous. 
A leading member of the Constitutional Liberal 
Party, he failed in the |947 clcctiom as the result 
of the intervention of the Syrian President in favour 
of hi:i owft candidate. He is therefore hostile to 
the President and favours King Abdullah. Ht* 
inflL nee might prove important in th< Tribal area 
where he ii the recognised political leader of 4 
number of influential tribal sheiks. Has shown 
readiness to co-o per Lite with the BrEti^h and ts an 
agreeable and cultivated individual 

79. khciuri, f ares nl 

Born abnui |S75. Brother nf Fai 7 Kiiouri 
Educated ST American College at Beirut. Was u 
dragoman at British Consulate, Damascus, from 
i*9o to 1909. A mem her of the Turkish Pari lament 
in INI}. Lawyer. Minister nf Finance under Faisal, 
when he discreetly lined his pockets Minister of 
Public Instruction under Damad, 1926. Deported 
some months later on suspicion! of a^$iv(idg rebels., 
thuv winning inanyrN crown nf glory and eonSdrocc 
of Moslems. WelN4f. Chairman of bt^rd of 
directors of N.itioEial Cement Company; wav pro¬ 
fessor of the School of Low, but reigned in |94l; 
legal adviser lo the muoiciplny until 1942. when he 
passed it to his son Suhatl Took leading pan in 
the general stnke of 1936. Went to Parts in March 
193A as niL-uiber of the NatvouiLlisi delegation tu 
negotiate a Friuco-Syrian treaty. Deputy. Decem¬ 
ber |93n Elected President of the Chamber of 
Deputies (Speaker) on list December, J936, in 
recognition of Hri «nices to the NainnialiM Mw in 
the treaty negotiations From fall of NaimmiUst 
Government in 193u k played no active part m politic^ 
until 3 943, when lie was re-clecicd Deputy bs u 
hare majority and again in 1947. President or the 
Chamber August 1943 to October 19-14 ond again 
October 1945 to October 194ft prime Minister and 
M in riter for Interior and for Education, October 
1944 lo April |945. Member of Syrian Committee 
which signed Charter of Arab League. March 1945; 
Prime Minister April lo August 1945, I lead of 
Syrian. Delegation to t ruled Nations Organisation 
Conference rt San Francisco Apnl 1945, Prime 
Minister August to October 1945. Head of Sjrnan 
Delegation to United Nations Orgamsatioti Con¬ 
ference til London, November 1945, and to Round 
Cable Conference on Palest int in London August 
|9-i6 and lo t nited Nations Cienenl Acsembfv 
Scssinn October 1947. Syrian Representative cm 
Security Council December 1946. a prudent and 
skiEfuL if unscrupulous, politician, who k. despite 
his religion, on good tenm with the Moakms and 
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r.oi with the Qinstians, TalU eHtellurit English A 
Jilahlc but dhilirta.lt eld macs, hui his age and 
bean trouble have made him incapable of with' 
standing The rough and tumble of Syrian politics, 

fid, Klouii hu il 

Bom about 1#9|. Greek QnbodeJ*. Educated . 
by Irish Presbyterian Mission. at American College, 
Beirut, and at Law School. Istanbul Originally 
Frote-stan t, but converted to Orthodoxy in 1935 as 
latter community had representative in Chamber 
and Protestants had not. t: looted to the Constituent 
Vreeiubh. as mouthpiece for his brother 

Fares c^.v.Jl Noted Ns bona list. Dean of the 
Faculty of Law at the Syrian l diversity, Damascus, 
from year 1941 to 1943. Nationalist Deputy in 1932 
with great following among university students. 
Played o leading, part in the first session of Partia- 
merit and again during the general strike of 1936. 
Re-elected Deputy in December 1936. Head of the 
Dama>cu-. Par. 1936 to IWt, Minister of Finance 
an-.l \aing Minister for Foreign Affairs in the fifteen 
day ministry of Ludi Haffar. 1939 Minister for 
Foreign ASiirr under Hassan al Halim, September 
1941 to April 1942. and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Minister of Finance in Husnt Bitrajii Govern¬ 
ment * April 194.2 to January 19431 Took ^trony line 
with the French over concessions of form to Sjnan 
independence, but t*as luuaooraM In agreement 
with Lebanese. struggled to obtain control of 
' Intereh. Communs." Framed budget for 3 942 
bah need (on piper i with proceeds from new tares 
on income and agriculture. Was president of Com- 
mission superieure to munopoli-’te Syrian wheat, and 
displayed considerable energy and courage, Wis 
attacked by tu milords, &c„ as'being a Christian and 
corrupt. and fenced! to resign presidency of Wheat 
Office in July 1942, When Jemil I'lshi replaced 
Husni Rarari us Prime Minister (January' 1943) Fasz 
Khuuri pave up the Ministry mf Finance, retaining 
only site Ministry for Foreign Affaire. one of the 
reasons for iftis being that it was fell that, as a 
Christian, he war, no! in u strong position to enforce 
lava [ion projects He remained in office until the 
fall Of the L'lvhi Government, March 1943. His 
association with the non-parhatnetitars regime of 
1941-43 brought hint into disfavour with the 
Nationalists, who refused to include him on their 
electoral (Ft He stood 4s an imlcpendeni and 
failed, retiring to lie inn where he remained for a 
year Appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to Moscow 
April 3 1 *45; remaining there for a few months only as 
Acting Director General Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
October to December 1945. Raced on pension (946. 
Appointed .Syrian Minister to Washington. June 1947. 

A mm of moderate political opinions and con¬ 
siderable intelligence with undoubted ambition but 
has the reputation of being difficult to work with. 
Speak-, good English and French- Despite Ins 
religion. is on good terms with Moskittd. 

HI. hioj. Ali a I 

Born JK93. Alawite. Brother of Ibrahim ftf.v.). 
Director of the Interior in the Alawite Administration 
19JHJ, Was L-vded by Free French, together with 
Shawkai Abbas for some time during the summer 
of t94L but later returned to his position. Was 
dismi.vied in January 1943 by Damascus Govern- 
mem The Abbas family lend to defend him as they 
use him fur his influence over his brother Ibrahim 
bj.v,). «ho fe*rs him. Uncouth,, tin intelligent. dis¬ 
honest, tactless, intriguer. Detested generally, 
especially by Christians, Refused a minor Govern¬ 
ment post early in 3943 and ha ' been disgruntled 
ever since, 

»1 km], Ibrahim 

Bora about 1080. Alawite. of peasant stock Has 
risen u> the leadership of the Hadadin tribe during 
the last twenty to thirty years. bovine wrested it 
from the Al Hamid family 1 . Appointed president of 


Alawite Administrative Council tn 1931. En 1936 
opposed the union of the Alawite Province with the 
Syrian State and Alawite representation in the 
Svriiin Parliament. Since 19 IS hire backed the man¬ 
dator v Power, and was on good terms with the 
Abba* family [y.v.l In 1943 lie led an election 
aimpeiigu .[gainst the Mobafiz of Latakia. and as 
a result faded, to be elected in his own Oaza of Jcbd, 
By time-serving politics and by tohacco. hitslnrii and 
even arms smuggling, has accumulated both land 
and wealth. In politics was openly opposed to the 
National hi'/.*-. Bluff, more diplomatic than hi-, 
brother Ah. ill-educated, hui shrewd and popular 
u a mg to his lavish generosity and hospitality, 

83. Liau, MiLhaeS Mfciel 

Born Aleppo 1900, Greek Orthodox Educated 
American University, Beirut, Piefests an extreme 
form of nationalism. Was secretary at Aleppo of the 
Nationalist Woe before he was elected Deputy far 
Aleppo in July 1943 In August 1945 he organised 
4 large number of Deputies to present a petition to 
the President of the Chamber asking for the resigna¬ 
tion of Farts Khouii’s second Government. August 
to November 1945 Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
Fares kheuriv third Government. April to 
December 194b Minister of Public Works in 
Naadullah JabnN third Government Speaks some 
English and E-rcn<h and has shown himself anxious 
to be well regarded hy the British, He is an 
assiduous political intriguer anti enjoyed Saadullalt 
Jabri s support but otherwise appears to be stupid 
and incompetent. Failed in the 1947 elections on 
the President’s list. 

£9. MuasartuiL. Abdul lliidi Ben Mtdultah 

Moslem. Born about I9 £i 5. A Homs nicrehant 
and local rcnresettlutivc of the Shell Company. A 
redoubtable leader of the National W«\ and farmer 
chief of the Nazi-inspired Arab Guard; lias a con¬ 
siderable reputation for physical courage and 
Xenophobia,. Commanded n troop in tbn Sands 
Wahabi columns against the Hashemite forces during 
the last war. later fought against ihe French in king 
Ferial's desperate rearguard action in Mesoaloun; 
to.iL part in (he revolution of 1925. fighting in b&wxi 
KawjikgiF forces at Ff-Ghou and Baalbek, after¬ 
wards joined the National bloc and is suspected of 
having taken part, financially if nol persons Ely. in 
both the Palestine and Iraq rebellions. Interned in 
1936 hy the French and was again interned in 1942 
for security reasons; released in 1943- 

ftf, Miuviiriifii, iiaj NuUiiUan 

Bortt, Homs, nbout 1^05 of lulmhrc family, S'unrtt 

Moslem. Chemist- l airtmc N.itionalist who, by 
demagogic methods, acquired political influence, 
PrcsidcfU of Muslim OrpEiana^e. Homs, and was 
loot! secretary of National bkv. Nationalist 
Deputy, 1936. Several times unprissmed between 
June &ml October 1942 for harbouring Palcstiiiian 
rebels Owns and edits At Duiui, a newspnper in 
hfoms and enjoys the protection of Shukrt Ouwutli 

SO. Mahavin.' Sjid 

Born about IK85 poor Damascus famdy. Edu¬ 
cated Coostanilnople Lawyer. Minister of Interior 
under Taj ed Din, I92S-30. Rigged elections to 
the Constituent Assembly, |92ff. Was attacked by 
Nationalists and jettrioned hy Taj ed Din. A pro¬ 
fessed monarchist and attacks the present regime 
on every occasion. Head of the Damascus Bur (1940 
to |94 2), Pmfevsor of civil Law in the Synun 
University. One of the best lawyers in Damascus 
(j partner of Sami Midam), 

87. Mains aiL, Hraat, Cotadrl 

Armenian Cathohc. Born 1 Man but 1895 ; graduate 
of Istanbul College, leather Military College Htan- 
bul 39I5-16, Took pari in 3914-1S war with J3rd 
Turkish Division at Ghaza. Chief of the Armeniaa 


Dmsion m die French army at Beirut in 1938, As 
iwcond lieutenant took pari in viecupation of Adana 
and Cilicia; promoted to rank of captain 3 9E1S: was 
appointed to Syrian Gendarmerie at Akppo, Acre 
amt Antioch Jy^l to E925. during Syrian revolution 
was Lrareferred to Damascus JVJJ-26 in charge of 
Gendaimerie rrarviport Company; from 1935-37 was 
Officer CdPimandinf. Gendarmerie Hama, Deir-cz- 
jnd Euphrates.. 1939 43 Officer Cormiiautling, 
Gendarmerie. Damascus, Mohafazat 1942-45 was 
promoted to rank of litfutcnant-coEoncl and appointed 
Officer Commanding, Gendarmerie, FirM l egion In 
August 194; was promoted to rank n( colonel and 
appointed acting Commandant-General of Gen¬ 
darmerie. He speaks Arabic, English, French. 
Turkish. Greek, Italian and Armenian. 

Eiiremely able ami intelligent tad it ii largely 
due to hts capability that the Syrian Gendarmerie "has 
been rei>rgamscJ. ami has readied .i reasonable 
standard of dfkimey it is doubtful, however, 
whether he will be able to retain his pvvshion in view 
of his Armenian descent. 

He ha*- shown himself ready to co-operate with the 
Fruish aumofitLL-s aiiJ at tiroes is inclined to be too 
friendly fur ihe good of his reputation as a Svriati 
official. 

HW. Maras pill, EJjj Fateh al 

Born about IS9!>, Member of a wealthy Aleppo 
Moslem family. Notorious pro-Turk during 193 4 
war. bat joined Ibrahim Hanano in the rebellion 
which _he organbed against ih-e French a,ml fought 
with him [j[| 1921, when he escaped to Turkey, where 
he owns vfUigei near the Syrian frontier, and settled 
in Gazi Am tap Opted for 1‘urkbh nationality and 
is still persona gntfer to ilie Turks, in whose interest 
he is scjIj reputed to be working, despite the gratitude 
lavished on him by the Syrian Nationalists, 
Returned So Aleppo m April 1437 on ihe piodama- 
tiorn o,E die amnesty and was accorded a triumphal 
reception Is now living quietly. 

89. Mardam, Haidar ile> 

Brother-in-law of l.tiiul Mariam Bey. Born 
Daniascuj, IW, Grinimied from Law School. 
Damascus. 1913, Married Damascus Clm>iian and 
went to France to study Saw for several years, 
Secretary to municipality 19^9-30, [ n '1936 
Kaimakaru at M a stral January 1938 (Natioruifist 
Govonirttent) ‘"chef tEu pratocote" in the Foreign 
Olbce and in March 1938 uppoinled Acting 
Mohafiz of Jczirah. In July 1939 Kiimakam of 
Idlib. 3n August 1943 appolnled Mohati? of Homs, 
where he remained until June 1^42. when he 
was dismissed Iseeau^c lie was suspected, hy Syrian 
Government of carrying information to French. In 
August 1942 he was appointed to Foreign Office a.? 

‘ J chef du pfdtocoie Mohafu: of Haurnn. April 
1943 to Malth 1446, when he was transferred to the 
central office at the Ministry, for Foreign Affairs, but 
refused to take up liri post .i> it was graded lower 
ni rank itian thai of Mona fit While Mobafifc of the 
Hiiuran he wan suspected by the Go venom cm L of 
being in suspiciously «Id«c touch with Amman, but 
wia the flret to * clean up “ French in 1945. wlieh 
he seems to have shown energy, courage and ability 
to handle a ffuid situation, and firmness, tempered 
vvrifi justice towards a defeated enemy, Appointed 
Syrian Minuter to Jcdda in March "|947. 

Mildly NatroniBsl in politic^, pteofarU and open- 
mmded, but rather lacking in energy 

9ff. Marduin. Jamil 

Born about 1890, Nationalist member of Contft- 
tuenE Assembly 1928. Deputy in 1932 and Minrikr 
°f I-iruincc. Was u member « the Nationalist dele- 
gilion that went to Paris in March 1936 find bevame 
Prime Minister and Minister of National Economc 
December 1936 to July 1937, He formed new Cahi, 
net July |937. hut his Government was attacked, 
notably by l)r, Shah bandar and Mumr AjEani, over 
ffic 19J6 I'ratioo-Syrian Treaty Relations between 
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Mardacpi and Shah bandar continued to detenonite 
unit! the former was forced to resign. He and his 
Cabinet were openly accused by the press of great 
corruption and peculation. When Shohbandar was 
murdered in July 1940 Jamil Mordant was accused 
bj the SltahbandirusLs of complicity and T with a few 
OLhers, lied co lEngdad. Was in Bagdad ar hymning 
o] Kaahid All revolt (May 3941). but is believed [o 
tiijvc everted niodcriiting influence on rebels, 
Returned (0 Syria May |94i. 

tn January 1942 lie went to Egypt, and, on his 
return, tried to provoke a political crisis by pre- 
tcndjjig shat he enjoyed ihe con tide nee of ffie briltsb. 
w ho had asked him to form a Government. He 
repeated jJiis ittanunjvre wiihi greater inaistcticc in 
Jem; 194^. As □ fc»ult, the AtJics obliged him to 
loe in the Lebanon aiid j conutiurLitjui; was issued 
wndemtung his action Elected Dcputv in 1943 and 
an 194/ on Shufcri Ouwafh's list. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and president of Cereals Commission 
tn Siadullah Juton's lirsr G^vfnnjcut, Atieu.st 1943 
to October 1944. Syrian repreretitalivc on the Com¬ 
mittee of Foreign Ministers of Aran Co unifies which 
met in Cairo in February 3 445 iu draw up Arab 
League Charter, Mmister for Foreign Affairs and 
for Defence and Government repfnsentahve 10 
Supreme Mira CtninciJ in Fares KJtonri s first 
Government. October 1444 to April 1945. Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and for Defence m Fares Kbouri s 
Goyentmeiit. April no August 1945 ; Acting 
Prime Minister during the Prime Minister's absence 
u( L'.N'.O. Conference in Sun Francisco and wav 
therefore he^id of the Government at the lime of the 
ere .it-, of Stay 1945. Appointed Minister Ffcmpo- 
temiary to Cairo. October 1945. and also to Saudi 
Ar;ibiu. October 1^45, ;md presided at November 
Fra. session ol Arab League, and on several other 
^.Kcassons has represented Syria he Arab League 
Meetings. Prime Minister and Munster of Interior 
uiw Health December (946 to Fcbnum 1947, 
^ n j e Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
April _ j L|i J7 Apjxrintcd Mililan, Governor Syria 
Mjj 1 . ^ Minuter of Defence 23rd Maj ( 


SCnipulOBs m money matters. la probably the most 
ikely Of die leading members nf (he old NLitionai 
Nor to ally himself with a monarchical movement: 
d ftc thought fits interesta lav that way. 


C L _ .. "W nine o 

Munmiar of /!or in 1 c wt7, when, French reragrtiset 
him instead of Mb haul ,d Fares. Distant cousin d 
[ >-i3uin a I Hadi fo'.v.k who aspirev to his place 
Deputy 193b 39. Iu 1941 had contact* with Gcrmar 
Armistice CommissHin in lleimt Denuts in [941 
Md IWfor 6»«tiat cl Jtrir<4. ! 

Oi j r>c,u'cfu> Ji4p..,(,hm and ,veak in charade* 
Vvas always led by Frerrcb. 


r-„7|"': * " ' ,| , U 7 KU » l Lsiannuj t-.ngirseerui 

; .’, / re f u °: 3 \ the Kridgc?! and Rieh1> CoIIl-l'.c, Pari 
fj 1 ” 'Cchnica! Bureau of Min ism of Puhli 
Works 192.1, hut reigned in 1927 after disarm 
with the Freach adviser and worked as a private con 
Dtoector general of ihe llejaz Railway fror 
rebruafy 1945. He is an ittnmate friend of KliuJin e 
and mm sn experimental fa mi as j hobbt. If 
i§ capable and fncndlv, 




College for Bridgev and Roads in Park tn L T 93 i v 
and. after graduating from the Law Collet 
Damascus, in 1935. practised as hamster. Was' . 
prominent member of the League of hiaiifns.il Actior 
and w is interned for a year at Raffiiy.i in 1943 witl 
other mem Iters of the Leogue. Secretary of ih t 
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Lawyers' Syndicate m L 43-4, Mo ha fez Of Jerireh. 
A u £ lia| 1445 to January 1948. He is an intelligent 
young rcun and appears to have taken 9 teal inteiest 
jn the work of administration of (he Jerireti* He k 
a loyal supporter of Shukri Ouwalli, 

v-l. Milqi. Rail 

Horn Hama about 1 905 of humble family. Sunni 
Moslem. Lawyer. iittreme Nationalist and fometiter 
of riots, Very intelligent and has great influence 
over the iiiiLvyti. who support his aim-feudAl policy. 
Sincerity believes in his cause, Is prepared io use 
violence. Deputy for Hama I'M! but failed tn 1947, 
has become a leading member of the Constitutional 
Liberal Party and joint editor of Al YatfZfl with. 
Akram Hourani (y.v.l. Had .i reputation in Partia- 
meni for demagogic oratory, which is usually of (be 
most violent type directed against someone or some¬ 
thing. 

95, Mirco» Ghateb 

Bom in MW2L started in Government service a* a 
clerk in the Ministry of Justice, later became a 
tntgritrate* President of the Court of First Instance 
and member of the Court of Appeal, L944-4fi 
Mohafcz of Ddr-eZ'Zor, 1946-48 DirccterAjencral of 
Police* appointed Mohafcx of Hauran, January 1^48. 
He is a Kurd and his enemies look down (hi him for 
bis lack of education, but he is, however, a friend of 
Shukri Quwatji. jrtd he has shown himself ruthlesa 
in putting down disturbances or demonstrations 
hostile to the President. He is extremely deaf and 
speaks very poor Arabic, Turkish and Kurdish being 
his first languages. 

96, Mohammed* Said Agha el 

Bom al AirtOuda 1899, A Sunni Moslem Kurd 
and religious farmtic, Writes some Arabic, speaks 
i’urkisJi and Kurdish. Chief of Dukewrieh lobe. 
Took a leading pari in Christian massacres in 1937. 
lied to Iraq* but relumed in 1942. A letter exists jn 
his handwriting calling on Kurds in the name of 
their religion to %hi the British. Sleeted Deputy 
for Oamichlie in 1943, Strong and unruly, but 
influential in his district. 

97, Madura, Muhanied Khalil 

Bom 1894 Member of a family of wealthy 
Aleppo landowners who have a perpetual feud 
with the Jabris (y.v.k Pres idem of the Aleppo 
Cotton .Spinning Company, Moderate in politics. 
Appointed Minister of Finance in the Ministry of 
Nanoubi al Bukhari (March May 1939). was 
several times consulted by Sheikh Taj ed Din in 
1942: with 4 view to hss becoming a Minister in the 
Syrian Govcmmcnl, but is rrptMoJ to have refused 
any office unless u was that of Prime Minister. He 
did not therefore become 4 member of the Cabinet. 
His brother, Ahmed, wu elected Deputy 1943. 
Industrious and well respected: is a friend of Jamil 
MarJ.im Iky and lidmoml Hormi. 

9& Mojhcni ben Mu hind. Amir 

Born about 1885, Bedouin chief. head of the 
Fcdaan Wuld tribe in the Je/jrah and fiupbraie* 
region. Given the tide of Amir and awarded the 
Legion nf Honour by the French in 1921 on the 
model of the chiefs of lire Rualla. Deputy for 
Jc/irah m 1*3*, 1943 and 1947, Has. well-armed 
forces and has been supported rinse 1920 by the 
French though he is careful not to offend the British. 
Of considerable importance but unpleasant, cold and 
astute in character, likely to turn any emergency to 
his advantage. Always wears black spectacles "His 
eldest sort. Noun, Ucki his fathers' dignity and astute 
ties*. 

99, Murabcl, Jawarl el 

Bom 1905* y,rad ua ted from the Law College. 
Damascus, and the Sorbonnc 1925 26 necrctary of 


the Mined Tribunals at Damascus. 1926 28 secre¬ 
tary of Damascus Municipal Council. 1928-29 chief 
of Municipal Technical Office, 1929-37 chief of 
Diu.au of LTie Administrative Governor of Damascus* 
1937 38 Chief of Police, Utrakia. 1930-40 Director 
in the Ministry of Interior. 1940 41 secretary of the 
Council of Directors and Director of Press and 
Information, 1942 MohaJez of Ddr-cz-Zor, Mohafcz 
of Hauran for a few months in 1942, inspector of ihc 
Ministry of interior 19-0-45* Director of Administra¬ 
tion m Ministry for Foreign Affairs November 1944 
to March 3 946. Appointed Mohafez of Damascus 
Province March 1946- He has on several recent 
occasions been Director of the Pilgrimage. Though 
a somewhat fanatical Moslem he is an active free* 
mason and a leading brother in the Scottish Lodge 
at Damaiscus. 

160. .Murad, Leon 

Bom m Aleppo about 1900 of Amieman stock, and 
was a clerk in French delegation there. On account 
of his efficiency in this capacity was transferred 
in ilx' High Commission in Beirut, where he 
rentalned on the economic side. Director of 
Rawtoillertieiit for Syria August 1942 to December 
1943 juring which penod he u* believed, to have lined 
his pockets. Syrian representative on Supreme 
Council of Comrncm interests January 3 H-3 to June 
1946. Director of Syrian Mira June 1946 in January' 

IV47. Appointed Secretary ■General rtf Ministry of 
National Economy October 1946, and has shown him¬ 
self suspicious of the two British adviser*- Has the 
reputation of being efficient but difficult and disagree- 
uHlc to work with. 

10 L Murbtj. Farid 

Bom Hama about l l XXk Greek Orthodo*. 
Wealthy landowner of Hama* who habitually 
indulges m smuggling Cultivates, friendship of 
Moslems, with whom he is well established. Enjoy* 
support of Bishop Henrik i (iy,v.), Deputy for Hama 
1943 and Controller in the Chamber of Deputies. 
October 1945 to October 1946, 

An attractive personality but entirely self 
interested. 

3 02, MiuMud. Sheikh. Rttkan 

BOfrt about |9t>5. Bedouin chief Head of the 
•'mall but predatory Saba's- tribe (Bteioat), which ls 
usually encamped m the Sklimiyeh district Deputy 
for the Damascus tribes 3 936 39, A sheikh after 
the novelistv heart, Ccuerou* to ihc poor but a 
tierce ruler. Realise* that the nomadic life of the 
Bedouins is doomed to extinction and is now actively 
snJeniA losing his people, Elected Deputy for 
Palmyra tribal area 1943 and in 1 947 , 

103, N'amy, Dnnud AhmeH 

Born abput 1885. Cirir-Mian origin. Grand¬ 
father was Emir Mahmoud and Governor of Tripoli, 
Father was Fakhro Bey and had Urge estates in 
Beirut, Ahmed Nunn wa-- von-in-law of Abdul 
Hamid and retains, rather questionably, the tide or 
Du mad, although divorced. Became Chief of Stale 
of Syria 1926-28 at a unheal moment and worked 
conscientiously at a policy of conciliation. t he 
French High ConunivNOtHr dropped him without 
ceremony and replaced him by Taj cd Din 
Supported Nulioiiali.sLs in itu- Advisory Council 
193). Still clings to the hope of being made Kini: 
of .Syria Has far Ee^ political induence titan fie 
thinks due to the fact that (u) he lives in Rebut, 
he is a Circassian and not an Arub arid tel he 
has a Christian wife. 

Well meaning, dignified, perhaps a little fatuous. 

104. N'i/um ed pin, Abdul Raqi 

Born 1903 in (he Na*sihain, Turkey, where his 
father was Kaimakam, Ekmcniary educalton U 
rccogn 1 sftj as a political leader of Moslem! in the 
Jezsrah Was elected Deputy in 1943 with French 


support, but since then has professed strong indepen¬ 
dent Arab view.-, and was re-cbclcJ tn 194?- Owjus 
large properties, from which he draws his income. 
Reported ili have sympathised with the revolt of 
Rashid Ah in Iraq. 

IU5, fJiLmni. Gqb 

Born about I8S5, Residence Kharaba. Greek 
Orthodox, Leading Christian of Jcbol Druse, 
Supporter of Atrosh family, who U:.e him as contact 
loan. W;ts protege of Hiriir Selim cl A trash. Ldu- 
cation Arabic only Said to he hastaid son of SJiibli 
Bay d Atrflsh. Sultan Pasltj and Qffami were 
awarded peitsion by Syrian Government (19421 for 
their part in 1925 revolt. Deputy for minorities in 
IcbcE Druse 1943. 

Influential and intelligent. An intriguer who was 
viewed w ith great suspicion bv the French* is m close 
contact with King Abdullah on behalf of the Alrash 
fimily, pjofcvse- 10 be pro-British 

KJ6. Qudinani. Abdul Chnni 

Born 18-^k Enlisted in the Turkish gendarmerie 
and obtained a commission in the Turkish army 
1914- I ft war. Held a number of posts in the Syrian 
gendarmerie from 1920 to 1942. when he had risen 
to tlac rank of major. MoHaiij .md Commander of 
1 he Gendarmerie. Hama, 1912-43. Assistant Com- 
miitiiier-Generat of Gendamienc and Director- 
Gcncnr! oi Police, Muich-Decembcr 1943. Priuic 
A-D-C- to Shukri Quwatli, January 1944 10 April 
1945. Irtspectix'General of Gendarmerio since 
April 1945. Appointed PrcsidaU of Gendarmerie 
Military Courts. April 1948, A man of little educa¬ 
tion ami stupid, but sly. and for several year?, past 
has Ihwsh intriguing against Hi* superior. Colonel 
JHrant Maloy&n Dependent on hi^ influence 

with the President and members uf me National 
Pany. 

I (17, {judmani, FnaiS 

Biorn Damascus atniut I POO. As a result of serving 
as a ^.Scrk in a lawyer’> office, wa-. “tolerated ' as 
a lawyer almut I92ff. Of no uttportance until he 
became rncmber of Shahlxuidaf Puny in ]93^, 
Remaining loyal to his chief, when latter was 
murdered, he shared »ith BabiJ (q.v r \ the leadership 
of the party. 

Elected Dt-an of ihe Damascus Bar in October i 342 
Us 1944 after elections, whose validity was. challenged 
by his opponents, 

' Not very intelligent inj rather unpopular, but pro- 
Brin sh. Tried to organise an opposition to 
Nationalist Government, 1944 Elected president of 
Confederation of Lawyers' Syndicates' 1 unc 1946. and 
again in 1947, 

IIHJ. tjLnJ%i, Nn/em 

Born 1906 in Aleppo, Lawyer. Active during 
troubles of ^ February 1936. Resigned from 
N;iLoiulisl bioc March 1939 ^nd since been in 
oppooti *n to the hh.K. Considered suitable in 1941 
as British propagandist, hut refused pay Suggested 
for psisition in Syrian Cahuut m March 1942, hm 
his candidature was ruled out by ihe Allies on 
Aocounj of his part jtcftpphobc record. Elected 
Deputy in July 1943 and in l!>47. sind worked with 
Rushdi Kckhia [i/.i ri as rcawnablc critk of Govcm- 
nu'n!. refused Cabinet rank. Minister Plenipotentiary 
to L'niicd Sutt". January l tJ 45 ti' August ]946. 
Member of Syrian Delegation to U.N.D. Conference 
at Sun Frandvco April 1945. Member sd Syrian 
Delegation to t .N O, Conference at London Novem¬ 
ber E945. Pronuneni member of Parliamentary 
Constitutional P^rty. He realise* tfiat Syria cannot 
slund without friends, and nmy perhaps be working 
for closer relations with British. 

|ua. (Juwatli, Shukri 

Born uf»ul I8H6, Supporter of Faisal, During 
ihe rebellion of 1925 afforded every assistance to 
the relvrts. He fled to Palestine, but returned to 
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Syria in 1931, Vict-pr&idail of the Nationalist 
btvc m its inception. Made Finance Minister and 
Detence Minister (combined) in Jamil Mardaro > 
Cabinet on 21 m December, 1936. As head of 
his own party (htiklall, but allied with the 
Nationalists, was bitterly opposed to Council of 
Directors, but until French armistice iJunc 1941)J 
did not take overt polUivjl action. He wj^- in dose 
contact with the Italian Disarmament Commission 
during the whole of ihcir stay litre and w- 415 . a con- 
stam ealler on the Italian Consulate in Damascus. 
Met Rover, the German Agent, several times during 
the 3uiter\ May in Syria, On arrival of ,\Lh« was 
openly opposed to them arid judged it best to go on 
“pilgnmage" to Mecca (October 1941), Went to 
Bagdad, wncie he was entrusted by lbn Saud w^iih 
various negotiations between Saudi Arabia and Iraq 
Returned to Damascus (September 1942), Emceed 

elections of i L U3 11 % N-itionaliM leadm. Electei 
Depuiy uetd President of the Republic b_, over¬ 
whelming majority. Fell seriously id ( April |944i: 
his life was saved bv Brutish military doctors v-ub 
tranifttsions of BriEish blond. Visited IJugdqd in 
March i^ 45. where h;- was no* warmly received. 
Attended meeting of Ar.ih ruler' at tctshiiss m May 
1946. Rtj-dcuii-'d President for j. second icrm in 
April 1948 

A delerenincd exponent of pan-Afabism. Is some- 
whai slow and pondevous Has rot got a ijuick or 
btri EEia.au t brain but has a good deal oi wisdom. 
Mentally and physically he might not unfairly be 
hkened in an elephant. Makes quite a good repra- 
sent.iliVi: head iff State, Wio regarileJ i?i Lite early 
days of the war as pro-Axii and undoubtedly had 
Contacts with Axis represenutives in ihe Levant* 
but (hri cam probably lie attributed to enure single¬ 
ness of purpose in the Arab cause, It was at one 
lime rumoured, hui there is no proof, that he has 
used his official position to advance bis own financial 
interests. In 1945 and 1946 he co-operated welt with 
the British authorities and he almost certainly hiLs & 
sciisj of profound palilude towards the British both 
po&lkaily and personally, This is not 10 say that 
lie might not lake a fine opposed to Britrsih policy 
if he thought Arab intered* tay that way Is, not 
untuduraBy. profoundly opposed to any suggestion 
Loi a rnonarctiknl regime in Syria, 

I HI. Ravesv, Munir il 

Born Hama in 1S99. Sunni. Cousin of Najib 
ty.i',) Strong Nationalist Joined! Palestine rebels 
in I9jh and became second in command to Fauzi 
Oawekji. Appointed head of the Secret Police fir., 
political) tty (he Nationalist Government in 1938 and 
in ihat capacity aLded Palestine rebels. Dismissed 
a few months later on charges of brutality. Con¬ 
demned ip twenty years’ prisnrs and twenty years’ 
hum sh mem far plotting against life of Siroj a I 
Khafib (head of Council of Directors) in 19)9, but 
released sn 1940 al intervention of It alia n Armistice 
Commission- Fled in June E943 on Allied approach 
and broadcasi for Gcrmnnv from Athens - rejumed 
to Syria at the end of 19-t? ; is sole proprietor of 
Btimda. 

A dangerous ncu.ilor and iniriguer. associated with 
the Arab Club* League of National Action »cul ihc 
ex-Mufts, 

111 . Haiesx. Nniib tl 

Cousin of Munir ttf.v.), Bom Hama 1898, 
Sunni Proprietor nnd editor of Qohos, a utrongh 
Nalionah-.t organ. His paper has been suspended a‘l 
various times for its violent altitude, notably in I93E 
for i|x attitude towards Palestine troubles. In 19)4 
condemned to twenty years’ prison ami twenty 
years’ banishment for implication in plot to murder 
Bahij a I Khaub [head of Cotinci] of Directors). 
Amnestied November I94t) on intervention of Italian 
Armistice Commission. In Vichy year was. anti* 
Allied. Arrested, but soon released by Allies in 
Fcbntary 1442 Reamrsted in June 1942 for his 
share in Jamil Mardam’s (^.t .) false claims to Allied 
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support. Rcfcaseti Marvel l <*43, Elected Deputy for 
Damascus on Sluikri QuwmS* Iim in 3$43; member 
cl journalists' delegation which visited London in 
Jui> J ‘*45 A Strong NiLwnjUliU he and his paper 
rum support National Pirty. 

112. Rkaby. Haidar 

Born about 39IJ. Son of the late General Rida 
Pusha Rikabi. C B.E. <Governor of Damascus after 
the British occupation, in 19181, Educated at 
Victoria College in Aicxa,ndrin and wxw a teacher ill 
lr.ti] until May 1941, when lie rammed to Syria 
SVu> appointed Acting Director of Political Section 
in the Syrian Eorrign Oflicc August 1944 April 1946, 
hut quarrelled with J.smil Marrfam Bey {q.v.f, who 
w.a^ unwilling lo give him (he advancement fie con- 
ridcred he bad merited, and has iince held an edu¬ 
cational pm( in Iraq. Setrcury to Syrian delegation 
tn l N O. Conference in. London November 1945. 
Is mildly Vasiorialisl in outlook, pit hough so far he 
ha. not beeji politically active.. Speaks and writes 
very ciwd English, Ldicicnl and hanFwiirkirg but 
conceited. A good MosJcm. 

1E3. Rllai'L Ahmed 

Burn in Aleppo aboul 3907. mu died political 
economy in Vienna, A member of the Con- 
siitucit Assembly in 393h but subsequently gave 
up pohlics, coficrntriifcig on the administration of his 
Jarg: estate near Aleppo, Fleeted Deputy in 3947 on 
the list of the Parliamentary Popular Party. He is a 
brother-in-law of Abdul Rahman Assam Pasha, their 
wise* being “esters, He is a man of considerable 
influence in .Aleppo, where his family are large land- 
owners Appointed Minister of Public Works in 
Jamil Mardam’s Government in October 1947 and 
has. m this capacity, shown himself to be a complete 
obstructionist on any matter of development or con¬ 
trasts with foreign companies. He spends much of 
his time in Aleppo, And suffers ffevjuenif) from 
rheumatism 

114. Sabah, Dr, HmJ 

Born 19<X). M.D. of Damascus Medical College 
1919. Assisisml at the Medical Laboratory 1922-25. 
Spent 3 926 in France. Where he specialised in 
neuralgia jmE infernal diseases Assistant professor 
<4 inieitui 1 medicine at the Syrian Upiversjtv 1928 
and professor 1932. [>c*n of !he Medical College 

l ,J ?s President of the Syrian 1 niversicy since 194?. 
Private physician to the President and family. Has 
made several trips to Europe, especially in 'France, 
Germany and United Kingdom. 

\uthor pf eleven volumes in Arabic on internal 
medicine. Speaks Turkish, French. Engl ish and 
German. Does not interfere in pofitiet, 

115, vjhnaimi. Jean 

Bom about 1905. Greek Catholic of humble 
extraction, one of seven brothers, alt of whom arc 
now wealthy Appointed honorary Spanish Vice- 
Consul in 1936 Because prominent in Greek 
Catholic circles wi* considered pru-Italian, hut m 
year following French collapse showed considerable 
signs of bring pro-Brinsh. In April to September 
1941 was Minister of Finance in Khaltd al Aim 
Government During winter of 1941 42 was 
engaged in large contracts for British army over 
which he was not too well treated—but ha* never- 
IheJess made a peat deal of money Represented 
Syrian Chamber of Commerce at the Gtummiercifll 
Conference held in Chicago in 1945, Left Damascus 
in May for a lengthy private commercial tour of (be 
Unites I Kingdom, Europe and the Urn led States, 
Ho visit lo the United Kingdom was strongly backed 
be the Department of Overseas Trade Managing 
diroetiif of Syrian Airline* and of big sugar and gUv, 
companies and interested in (he formation of a 
National Bonk 

U an estrcmeJy uiuarislacttiry business man lo 
deal with, putting off any decision lo the Last powjblc 


moment;, amiable personality, close personal friend 
of Kha led cl Aim t-r/.v,), 

116, Saleh, Sheikh Nawwaf At. 

Born about 1S8D, Bedouin chief. Head of the 
Hadkliyin tribe, the largest in the Aleppo district. 
Sheikh Nawwaf wav educated in the tribal school at 
Constantinople. ,imj for the Iasi thirty-five years has 
been Chief of the Hadidiyirt, Given Legum of 
Honour in 1925. Deputy for Aleppo Tribal Area 
1936 ,’9, a bo in 1943 and again in 1947 

An astute and benevolent ruler, peace-loving and 
respected. His sun SaLtam now manages many 
tribal attain*. 

117+ Ssyeglk Mavimov IA 

Bom in 1878. Archbishop of Tyre in 3919 and 
of Beirut in 1922. Fleeted Patriarch of the Greek 
Catholic Church in ihu Fast in succession to 
Moghabghab in October 394? hy the Synod of the 
Greek Catholic Church mcciing as 'Ain Trajt in she 
Lebanon. He is well liked by the Greek Catholic 
community and ha* decided lo live in Damascus 
though he may spend a parr of his lime in Cairo 
and Mexandpa. where he has palaces. Ha-, on 
several occasions delivered anb-Conmiunrit sermons, 
and often intrigues in local politics, 

118. ScfaJ. Mini Ben Gritab 

Moslem, horn about 1902. Lawyer, jiudg.tr and 
Deputy for Homs 1941 and apin in 1947.’ With 
Hilmi Aioisi formed a strong opposition movement 
[o (he Government; ha;* a certain oratorical skill and 
impudence in public debate and doev not heritjuc 
to speak Ilia mind: in the House, Is i professed 
Monarchist and now a member of the Parlinmcmary 
Constitutional Party. \ I most penniless in his 
capacity as a judge, he ha* had recourse many times 
to those legal adjustment for money so necessary 
among underpaid Syrian officials 

3 19, Sebiii. Sbtikh Mu Mal'a a I 

Bora in Homs about E*9|5. Studied nr AI-AzJiar 
University. Cairo, where he wjs when RaHud All’s 
rebel I ton look place. He was accused of having 
distributed a circular in Cairo calling on (he 
E gyptian people to support the movement, was 
arrested by the Egyptian police and detained for 
■L'mc two months without (rial; deported from Egypt 
and interned hy the British authorities in Palestine 
H Sarafand for seven months. Repatriated to Syria, 
where Ike was again interned for two years, first at 
Midi-Mich and then al Rnshii&: releases! early 1945. 
when he began to take a strong iticeresl in the 
Moslem Brclhren. For ihe past three vears he has 
been director >.sf the Arab Insumic in Damascu* fa 
vehod run by the Moslem Brethrenl, He is now 
coni roller-genera I of the Moslem Brethren in both 
Syria and the Lebanon, and is one of the principal 
editors of El Muwr newspaper, the mouthpiece of 
the Moslem Brclhrcti 

He is an ardent Moslem and declares himself to 
be anti-CommuniM, 

110. Mu'.dan, Amir Fawwa/ 

Bam ibout 1907, Grandson of Nuri, whom to 
succeeded m brier's death in (942. Even before 
he became chief, had a strong following in the 
RuwjlJa. Treacherously slew hiv nival and cousin. 
Parhan bin Mashur, near Palmyra in April E935, 
E-lav married both his sisters unto Ibn Saud's 
fiimiTy. one lo Ibn Saud: himsdf ami the oilier to I he 
Amir Saudi. These m.itches arc looked upon by the 
IkiCouin as having a political significance in con- 
iteAiori with the 'Aadt Sirhan grawng land* and the 
Gul Oasis. Was Deputy 1936-M under the 
Njluifiiihst banner 

During lire British hlockadr of Vichy Syria f!941 1 
conduvicd a remunerative contra band trade between 
Transjordan and Syria. During Syrian campaign he 
and the RuwalU remained strictly neutral, although 
the Vichy French juve (Hem a number of arms, which 
tbry largely surrendered on the Allied arrival in 


Damascus, lei 1942 he wa* ^iven profitable con¬ 
tra els by the British army. Elected Deputy for 
Bedouins of Damascus area 1943. and again in 1947; 
visited America al the time of the United Nation'- 
Conference j n San Francisco, April 1945, and spent a 
month m England on his way back. 

Like all Bedouin, a shameless money-seekef. 
Despite the fact that much of his earlier life was 
spent tn Syrian and Furnpejn cabaret!;, he is nov, 
a nsorc dignified character, respected hy the other 
tribal icaden; and is becoming a leading force in 
tlac desert. Hi- close connexion:, wiih 3bn Satfd 
result in him E>eing tbe only big in ha I leader who is 
definitely opposed to Greater Syria. 


121. Slumk-h. Tewhp 

Horn ab<njt Greek Onhodcrc, Head of 

Faisal’s polmc il bureau. One of ihc leadeis tif the 
People's Party J424, but, because he supported 
Sheikh Taj cd Dm m IV2S. the Nationalists dropped 
hint. Minister of Public iVorks under the Damad 
]92n. anJ Minister of Public Work* undci E'aj cd 
Din 1428-29, Minister tit Finance 1931, but uticm- 
ployed after the election* until June 1936, when he 
was appointed Mohafi/ of (he Euphrates. Kid¬ 
napped by Ji?/jric>[ autonomists December E937. Was 
still Mohaliz when Allies arrived during Syrian 
campaign in June 194! He collaborated eluwly 
with Allies ini settlement of the mfamous, Mayadin 
incident Accused of pecul.ittoss, he was tramferrod 
to Hamn as Mobalu (942. but resigned almost 
immediately. Withdrew hk candidature m 1943 
elections m favour of Nairn Aftiaki in Siiadullah 
Jabri's first Government, August 1443 to October 
1944. Suspected of bemg implicatvd in scandals 
Connected with die export of soap. Appointed 
Moitiber of Council of Common Interests Januarv 
1947.. 

A well-educated man with definite Nationalist 
outlook, who speaks English and French. Anxious 
to mm close and frceutfly relations between Great 
Brifain and the Greek Orthodox community. 

122. Mum ban, Ahmed 

Born about IAJ4. Student in the American 
E ’ntvensily of Beirut. EH Sc,. C.E.. from M E T. 
(United States) Speaks, heside^ Arabic, English, 
French. Gcrnun and Turkish Spent «mc time 
in the Utiited State* and collected money in the 
Aub cause, cstablabing Society for Arab Prop* 
panda. Returned lo Syria in 1930 and started 
tobacco-growing and other industrial enterprises in 
Transjordan and Syria En 1931-32 established the 
League erf National Action- From 1935 to 1939 
worked ns contractor in Egypt and Irak). Drew 
the unfavourable a (Centum of tlic I reneh in |939 
by delivering speeches urging national unity and 
was sentenced with other members of the League 
of National Action u> twenty vears' imp re-on mem 
and twenty years' deportation Fled to Trans¬ 
jordan. where he started a fishery at Aka ha. 
Returned lo Syria when the British occupied 
Damascus in i94f and resumed his political 
activities with the League of National Action. Ha* 
remamed a firm supporter of Shukri QuwatJi mid 
was elected Deputy for Damascus in August 1943 
and again in 1947; March Uhl? was Mmister of 
Education in Faros el KhouiryN first Government, 
Minister of Education and Acting Minister of 
National Economy in Fares cl Khourys second 
Govcmmenl, Apn] u> August f945; Minister of 
Education and National Economy in Farce el 
Khotirys ihinJ Government for ,t few' days in E*J4S. 
Minister of Education in Saiidullilt JftbriV third 
Govemnwnt, April 194b, but was iransferred to 
Ministry of National IX-fence m June l'M6 after the 
Migration of Nehih A/mch, Mimstcr of jifenee 
December to October 1947 and again in October 
1947 ti> 23rd M*>, 1948, when he was asked hy the 
President to resign Is in ciosc touch with the 
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American Legation and has been recently appointed 
agent tn Syria for General Motors. 

Although he is i|uiEe wild, he has cotisideribte 
dnve and managed to retain the confidence of Shukri 
iky Quwaili until the Syrian arms entered Palestine 
and iti shortcomings, were obvious for uSJ to see. 
He i.s married to a Lithuanian whom he is alleacd. to 
have met in Tel Aviv. 


123. Nhasjsh. Abdul Karim, E Ulir 

Born jiIhsue 1893. Chief of the Mawati Oiblivin 
and has influence throughout the tribe. En 1925-26 
jinried the reJvck against French and sentenced to 
a years imprisonment Deputy 1936-39 and aernn 
in 1943. Has considerable hohE over his tribe 
Intelligent but a hypocrite. 


r24. SlidlahL Amir Uahjal ul 

Bofii iitout IS85- Moslem, Cousin of Mustafa 
Studied law in Loristantijicpte, Gi^co 3 a 
appointment in the Damascus police during the 
Faisal regime, bul dismissed by the French, Elected 
head of the Damascus Bar in 1934-36. Mohafu of 
the Je?ircd] 1937. President of the Dannascuri Court 
Of Appal t938* hut resigned a few month-, Eater to 
te-Hime lies priiciice. Appointed Mohark of 
Damascus town, February 1947. Member of rnitt 
Defence Committee iM.iy lrcj|] -;irganised to collect 
mvmcy and recruits for lnn| rising. An influential 
Naixmalist, and lawyer. 


fHasbayaf Cousin of Amir Bahia? fiaiv), Studied 
at one erf the French vch+Hik in Damiii,cu.s. at 
Istanbul and at the Agricultural School of Chalons 
France, Ucutciraiic under Faisal and Inspector ,>f 
Agriculture. Took flight when Faisal was forced to 
withdraw from Syria. Returned tu Syria in 192^ 
*5 »«• a^imtsl Director of State ITomains* 
in I 34 his position as Director or Suite Domains 
was suppressed and Shehabi was attached to the 
M'm.stry of Agriculture by Sheikh Taj cd Din. In 
3935 he was one of the directors of Damascus 
exhibition, and in 193h [February to December 
WJ.S Minister of Eduction under Ata Bey Avoubi. 
Hi 1 acconipaiutfil ihe Syrian delegation u>. Paris Tor 
the negotiation of the Franoo-Svnan rreatv (E 9 ito 
Mohafcz of Aleppp fFebnrary 1937 to March 1939} 
under the C abinci of Jamil Manlasi. after which he 
went imo retirement, devoting his lime to com- 
JJJJ Arabic-French botanical! dklionary. 
Appiunted Minister of Finance m the Jcmil U fafc 
Government on Hih January. J 9J.V Resigned on 
personal grounds on E7th March, 1943. Was 
appointed Minister of Finance, National Economy 
;'i ui Kantaillemcnl tn Ata Ayoubi's Provisional 
Oiwcrnmcnu March to August (943 Mofeafrt of 

MiUfS n ^vu ,Cr 5*trotory<ierttrit] of Prime 

Mmr.--.icr "■ Orlice. Decemhcr 3 945 to June I94(i 

\ppomted Mohafcv of Aleppo, June 3946 to 
January 3948 when he wav transferred to Laitakia 
aji Moriah In politics Amir Mustafa Shchuhi Ls a 
sympaih,se r of the fstiklai group, but piovn no active 
pari. Enjoys reputation as a man of probuy and 
drive Art agreeable personality* modest in 
demeanour but can he very obstinate, 


12& Sherif, lh*cm 

Born about |«9>. Lawyer. French decree 
f, Y"" JjJ ' Secretary of ihc People s Pam 

I ^‘4. Mcmbcf of the Conabtsent Assembly 1921 
when he held most uncsmipromising Nationalist 
v E cw ' i - Insisted on standing for ejectionv in 1932. 
thuv nearly spoiling (he agreement wilh the High 
CommiSMoncr s delegate. Nationalist Depute i9p 
and 1936. Appoinied Syrian member on' Joint 
r [i c her t mi 11 v-Kin for Com mon 1 n terosts with 
Lebans'se. January lo September 1944, M .hafw ot 
Aleppo September 1944 io May 1^6. during which 
peruxl lie was vucccNsful in preventing am major 
clash between Syrians and French ' Fa rued (he 
gratitude of the Christian midoril-ics for protecting 











ihcir iiucnsis, for which he has been decoded by 
ihe Pope, Appointed tirsi Syrian Minister to [he 
Turkish Republic, July (946,' Svrian representative 
»n Security Council Committee of Enquiry to Greece* 
January 3947 Syrian Minister to Greece since 
September 1947, A man uf aanoere convictions with 
a violent temper. A minor Nationalist leader. who 
hai, however, not been steinc for some lime. 

127, Shretali, Abdul Qu der 

Born about 1N40. A very rich and pious Sunni 
Moslem and head of one of the most important 
Moslem families in she Atawiie Province, Hri 
family was rubbed of a portion of its property by 
Suleiman Murshed in |9J9, it was restored in 1442, 
notably the village of Brafcmo, Deputy in Syrian 
Parliament 1937, Convinced Nationalist in politics. 
Arrested in November 1942 for anti-A Hied seoUmciiU 
and believed connexion with Asi5 spies. released in 
1945. H.Lights and truculent, 

128, Sidawl Wadi' 

Born Damawov 1907. Greek Orthodpt. Took 
law degree. D^irotCu^ (9Z5. Worked as assistant for 
seventeen yea A to Yusuf cl Isa on ihc paper 
,4fcr Ba. and in 1941 bought At Kifah from Amin 
Said, but abandoned il in early 1944 So its original 
proprietor; now financially interfiled in El jVtp/. 
Speaks EjT.jiir.ch and French, Was pro-Allied during 
the second world war but has since developed a greed 
for money which results in his, new.sp;ipcr vilifying 
anyone or any Government for a sufficient payment. 
In the first half of 194® El Ne$r bus been particularly 
anti-British over Palestine, and has clo&ely followed 
the changes in Communist treatment of hews. 

129, Stall Mgr. lyunis 

Bom about IS&4 Of Homs- Syrian Catholic 
Bishop of Damascus 1 19331. Not w fanatical 
Christian, uv, he Can bear sight of Christians not 
member*, of his church Is an at dent defender of 
the " minorities." cause. Generally esteemed Pro- 
Bntish in Vichy year. 

|», ^Ih, A If nl 

Burn Saida (Lebanon! 1890 Studied law at 
Isi.inbui. but docs not practise, Interested m 
politics and opposed the Turks before the 19N war. 
dunna which Ivc was Turkish officer Accused of 
giving the names of the Arabs hanged by Jcmiil 
Pasha, but an proof forthcoming. Sent on a mission 
by M. de Jouvend to Jebci Druse in 1926 to 
negotiate with leaders of the revolt At that time* 
w.iv one "f the leading Srtiomi lists wifling to 
cooperate with the French. Organiser of the 
Ntfnnabrt Party in 1927, Tools an active part in 
Organising the general strike in January 1936. Was 
exiled bv the French, but was amnestied with others 
in March «*f the same year. Deputy for Damascus, 
1936 and 1943. Minister to Bagdad March 1947, 
Not a man of much persona lit y, 

131. L ffi. *hri*h Said 

Born Dcir c2 Zof about 1890, Sunni Moslem, 
Claims to be related with the Sherilian family of 
Mecca, Mufti of the Euphrates, Officer in Turkish 
amt) in World War but was with the Amir Faisal in 
Dnmascui in 19|9 and since then has remained in 
close touch with leading poBtkal pervonalilies in 
Irtq. Opposed the R.tshid Ah Revolt in 1941, 
Strong pau-Arab and keen supporter of policy 
followed b; the late King Faisal, A good orator and 
able to sway * crowd bv sheer Uruucivm On 
friendly terms- with the Freneto though id heart he 
dislikes them intensely. 

132. YarilL Timflq 

Bom about 1848, Christian from Kale kb Edit' 
enteti Suqlehurb American High School Left Syria 
for Cairo in when he wav on the editorial staff 
of FT Hikil and FT Ahram. Has travelled in Europe 
ami United Suites. Speaks English and French, 
Appoi ruled vecond counsellor to Syrian Legation in 


Cairo April 1945, Did not proceed. Left Syria for 
Eevpi in July 1945 in connexion with the printing 
ot the Svrian, Black Book (record of alleged I rcnch 
misdeeds). On his return in August appointed 
Director of Arab Section hi the Ministry for Foreign 
Ada if', Returned to Cairo with Jamil Mardam, 
Octaber 1945 ; mm stared as Counsellor to Brazil. 
January E946. and especially delegated U> carry out 
pro*Arab propaganda in South America 
Art unpleasant little man bur intelligent, 

133. Yusuf. Mohmnrd s^id nl 

Born about 3 899. A Kurd and landowner. Son 
of Abdurrahman Pasha and hereditary chief of 
Kurils in Syria and Palestine. He received bis edu¬ 
cation <u A.U.B. and during 1914 war in Austria 
and Germany in company with many young Syrians 
who. for political reasons, were made much of by 
the German authorities, Speak* German, French 
and English, bi widely read and highly cultivated, 
but .i flaneur. His father had great influence among 
Kurds owing to his position, but he has largely lost 
it. Has j German wife. Of no political importance, 
but may have ambitions. 

134. ZaYm, CnSanc! Hiuiii el 

Born 3 898, graduated from the Turkish Military 
College, Istanbul, in 19(6. and took part in the First 
World War nl the Heja/, Taken prison of war at 
Medina in September 3 4J L'J. Served for a short 
period in King Faisal's Army. Graduated from the 
Military College, Dama-veus. with the rank nrrt 
lieutenant in 1924, and joined the Troupe. Sptcialry. 
promoted to captain 192S. commanded a company 
at Aksnndrctia in 1935. Sent on a special mission 
to France in 1936 where he attended military courses. 
Commander of the Sixth Legion 1937, promoted to 
lieut.-colonel June 1941. when be pined the Vichy 
forces But .liter a disagreement with Colonel Cotet 
w.h arrested and sertienced to ten year*’ imprison* 
mcni- Was released in 1943, Returned to Syrian 
arnii a* iicut.-colonel in command of Fuphrates and 
Jc 7 :reh in 1440. acting Dfrcxti>r-General of Police 
January to May l^ft; appointed acting Chief of 
Stull of Syrian army a week after the invasion of 
Palestine* with the rank of full colonel He ls mote 
of a staff officer than a lighting soldier, and always 
appears to have been ready to work with the highest 
bidder. For die moment he enjoys the support of 
Shirkn Quwadi* but until tfuitc r:c:nllv he w s 
known to be fit favour of bin^ Abdullah s scheme 
for Greater Syria. 

135. /jin «t Din, Farid 

Bom a tout 1905. A Druse of Lebanese origin. 
Studied at American University, Beirut, specialising 
in economics, and later continued hi- studies in 
Englind and France iD<*ctdr of Law, Pam, 1932), 
Acquired Syrian nation] lily and joined the 
NaLioEndist riloc. In Jim 1938 appointed 
Assistant Uuder-Secretary of State in the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs. After fall of Nationalist 
Government, went to Beirut. Was a prominent 
member of the Arab Club in Damascus, the cenlri.- 
of pro-Nazi intrigue, tn 1940 41 is believed to have 
been go-between for the Italian Armistice Cnimtiif- 
dan and Shukri Ouwatli Arfested by Allies and 
interned until 1943, Dircctof-Gcrtcrat of Supply. 
January to November 1944., Syrian fepre^entaiive 
on General Supply Council. March 1944. Expert to 
Syrian de legation to LI.NO. Conference lit Nun 
Francisco. April 1945. Syrian reprgscmotive of 
Prelimirtary Committee and member of delegation 
to U.N.Q Conference in London, November 1945. 
jv believed to have fined hj$ pocket while in 
Mimstrv of Supply. Appointed Miri^ter to Moscow 1 
April 1447- Member of Syrian delegation to U.N.Q, 
April 1947 and September (947, 

Is ^cmiphobc in general and in the pust w*s 
pr*Tinouno£dly Anglophobe; his- attitude towards the 
Brilish nniw it- not clear, but he hav not caused (0 
mail hiv internment in Ntieh-Mieh 
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SVRTAN FINANCIAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH FRANCE AND 

THE LEBANON 

Mr. Bundin' to Mr. Bemn. {Rwtifed 27 th September} 


(No. 1 IfJ) Damascus, 

Sir, '2:2nd Sept^mbtT. IU4H. 

1 have the honour to n&t out the history' 
of Syrian financial negotiation h with 
France and the Lebanon over the last eight 
months, even though some of the ground 
covered hiu> lieen reported previously and in 
more detail, since political and public wu- 
cen:ration during this period! haw lieen so 
largely dinaued outride Nyria. 

2 In (he dating motillm of 1947 the 
Freneh were preparing a revised financial 
agreement with the levant States to replace 
the one signed in 1944.. The new agree- 
ment pruvided that the 10 milliard fraru.s 
Htan ling to the credit of the Levant States 
in France should be guaranteed against 
devaluation; 3 milliard francs of this sum 
should he retained’ by France in payment 
for French upsets in the Staten stuzed by the 
li> al f lOvernmenU; hal f the balance *hoiild 
be paid over a period of five years, com¬ 
mencing in 1®B8, on the heals of 59 per irnt. 
in European cur rend is at (he free market 
rate in Faria, 5(1 fiereent. in goods at prices 
rnling at the date of shipment. The 
rerrmining milliard francs to be blocked 
for ten years, and to this sum was to tie 
added suras due* in compensation for 
devaluation of the franc; at the end of 
ten years* discussions were to take place to 
decide the manner in which this amount 
vvus to ht* paid A furl her sum of 
7 milfiard frames was held in Paris as cover 
fr»r credit* and deposits with the Ranqne 
deSyriP ft du Libau This sum the French 
refused to giirminiee against devaluation 
of the franc, and pmpoasd to pay within 
two years, half in giKWs and half in Kiinj- 
fH A an rurremies- 

3 The Syrians have maintained that 
throughout the negotiations thev r were oon- 
corried only to litpiidate their assets, arid 
did mil wish to conclude n further fmaudal 
agreement. Tlw* fins I draft w r a>i ready in 
early Jamiary. Qn 31st driTtuary the 
l*ebaur.se initiullcd tht* draft, but the 
Syrians raised objerlioiia* tis parlicular to 
the FroncJi claim for inmpenmlion The 
French eKtcmdsd the time limit for agree¬ 
ment by sii days, during which French and 
l<eb&nC'i' pressure was brough 1 on to the 
Syria as. who still refused to sign and 
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declared that Jieritcforth they would l» 
responsible for their own currency. 

4. From an economic [soini of v tcw Svria 
siud the Ijebiinmi are Basically comple¬ 
mentary; tari ET barriers between the (wo 
errantries would in all probability operate 
to the disadvantage of IhiHi States. This 
fact was mngnised in the existence of a 
customs union, directed by a body known 
a® i ru- “ rmiseil ettpdrietir des imereti 
cociumins,” sitting for six months alter¬ 
nately in Beirut and Damascus. An inde¬ 
pendent Syrian mummy toulrl, however, 
operate only if the Syrian < 1 oven uncut 
maintained control over the flow of goods 
and currency r or if the Lebanese Goreru- 
rueni agreed to restrict import* and 
currency issue (of the existing |oini 
currency) to con form with Syrian Lminomic 
policy'. 

5 Signature of the agreement by the 
Lebanese Clove m men l meant that the 
Syrians found themselves in an impossible 
position as lung as they coritiaued their 
economic union with the Lebanon; for they 
t-otiM have no tturirol over the two factors 
most affecting their internal financifii 
position Att'oniiugly, suid in admnix* of 
the Lriittnese rntifiention of the agreement, 
which took place at the end of August (he 
Syrians declared their ctimmiv indepen¬ 
dent; limited the amount of Syrian 
currency which could bo transferred nr 
taken out of the country free of jjcrmi&4oiz 
to LSvrSOO; separated in March the 
Tobacco Regie and in-.- 1 Ltmaecua-Homif et 
Prolongodenti Railway from t^banese 
partnership; transactions in foreign 
currencies were suspended for a nionrh 
pending the altcdirion of the existing Joint 
SyrianJjCbaneae Exthange Codtiril under 
the administration of the Ban^ue de Syri# 
et du l.iban rind the e^tahUaliment of an 
i ndependen ( Syrian I ■' xcha nee f h s 11 is 11 
<mice under the supervision of ihe Ministry 
of t inance, and for a short whili 1 the tkport 
"f grinds ti> the Lebanon was prohibited 
Meanwhile Syrian politicians attempted to 
persuade the Lebanese not to ratify the 
French agreement, and though formallv 
committed to the di^lution of the 
ettmomir union, made a temporary “ gentle- 
monV agrreineDt/ 1 which, by lieing 
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extended on several oocoriunH* is nut due to 
expire until SUth September. 

« Whatever the male rial balance of 
a -1 vantages in continuing the French ji*&o 
ciaiiou might he, the Syrian decision to 
separate watf quite certainly taken as a 
jwdiUioi imrasriity The Egyptian separa¬ 
tion from the sterling bU& had pointed the 
way, and no Syrian politician, particularly 
the President, who was nearing the end of 
his campaign for a second term of office, 
11 tit Id afford to advise negotiation with the 
French The decision was therefore 
received hv the public with a wave of presa- 
sponsored enthusiasm, and responsible 
Ministers vied with each other in stimula 
ting the patriotic feelings of the country in 
the cause No thought as to the eontpe- 
q lie nee* appeared to have keen given in 
advance, and the measures outlined above 
were issued piecrme&l. The issue then 
resolved itself into— 

( 1 ) The desirability for the creation of 
it National Bank, and 

f'2) The obtaining of cover adequate for 
the new currency. 

7 So far the National Bank has not been 
formed Three Egyptian experts who 
arrived in Damascus to advise on its forma¬ 
tion left—with Syrian decorations—after 
a week s stay, nothing apparently having 
lieen accompli.ihed. Hopes for the currency 
backing were based on this year’s esccep- 
tionally good wheal crop. The govern¬ 
ment a 1 when 11 ol ] eeting o rga nka i ion. M i ra, 
was continued in operation to cover the 
harvest, and the Syrian Government then 
offered to Sell wheat abroad against hard 
currencies at a price well above the world 
level \n initial quantity of 50,000- 
ftO.OOO tone was offered against payment in 
dollars, and although officially confirmed 
on 7th duly that a contract bad been con* 
cl tided with an Aleppine merchant residing 
in Beirut for the sale to Italy of 50.000 tons 
at 156 dollars per Ion f ob. Beirut, the deal 
wn-- later reported to have fallen through on 
the ground that the Italian Government 
refused to pay the high price demanded, 
An agreement for the sale to Iraq of 
30,1)00 UijiH a! £45 storting per ton was 
signed at the end of August Meanwhile 
Syria was running into difficulties with 
Lebanese currency, the Lebanese having 
withdrawn all Syrian notes from circula¬ 
tion. and, DQQBequently, though unwillingly, 
agreed to sell wheat to the Lebanon for 
I Chinese exchange, This exchange was 


needed- inter tilia, to pay the oil t cm panics 
for oil imports to -Syria, all of which transit 
the Lebanon or are refined there. At the 
beginning of September the Syrian Govern¬ 
ment's indebtedness to the two major 
importers was 4 million 1 4 ? bin aw pounds 
'These oil products represent the only com* 
modify absolutely necessary to her economy 
imparted by Syria from the Lebanon. If 
cifclnsr of the reJincries projected by the Iraq 
Petroleum Company or ihe Middle Last 
Pipe line come into production in Syria (ho 
importation from I-ebauoii of even these oil 
products will become unnecessary, and the 
acquisition of Lebanese currency would 
Cease to he essential for Syria 

3. Other foreign exchange was equally 
scarce, and the Syrian Government applied 
to His Majesty ’s £ Invert]merit for permis¬ 
sion to um- limited sujils of sterling for the 
expenses of Syrian legations and studente 
in Belgium, Greece. Iran, Saudi Arabia 
a ml Turkey, They were also glad to agree 
to the suggestion, made m the first instance 
by Ills Majesty's Ciovemment, that a pay¬ 
ments agreement should be negoi iated 
between the United Kingdom and Syria, 
Conversations were carried on in the latter 
part of August between a representative 
of the Treasury and Syrian Ministers and 
officials; but to no result, as the Syrians 
were unable to convince Mr Waight of 
their ability to control the free market in 
sterling by the measures they proposed. 
From the tenor of Lhe conversations it twmn 
evident that the Syrians had hoped by this 
agreement to sec ure enough sterling to form 
a reasonable proportion of the backing for 
their new currency. 

ft The temper of the Government has 
now changed from die airy, patriotic irre¬ 
sponsibility in which they first decided to 
separate from the franc The determina¬ 
tion to have an independent currency 
remains, but with it there is a realisation 
of the difficulties which He in the way. and 
of the severe harm which an interruption 
of economic union with the Lebanon can do 
to the country 1 * economy, 

10. Recently, in a conversation with me, 
the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affaire 
gave as his view* that, while Syria was at 
present in difficulties, the Lebanon’s 
economy was turned nn her trade with Syria; 
without it she would become uaviable, 
Syria, however, could not afford the uncon¬ 
trolled inij>ort and export of commodities 
which the Lebanon desired; there were, 
therefore, only two courts* open to Syria, 
either to obtain the agreement of the 
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Lebanese Government to the prohibition 
and/ or control of various exports and 
imports along lines which suited Syrian 
economy, or to set up customs barriers 
between the two States. In the long run 
the second course would be disastrous to the 
Lebanon; and extremely inconvenient to 
Syria; he sincerely hoped that the Lebanese 
w ould agree to co-operate 

1L The economic differences outlined 
above have, during the past nine months, 
shown a tendency, in Syria at least, to lead 
to inflame political opinionsj and, should 
Lebanon persist in her course of refusing to 
co-operate with Syria in protecting the 


Sauer * economy, it is not impossible that 
Syria will raise her claim to the four qa/as, 
a claim which she has been content to 
neglect as long as economic and political 
relation* have remained friendlv—such a 
claim might Bind support amongst various 
Ijejianese factions and add fuel to the ion- 
fessionaJ ill-feeling to which Mr. Houston 
Swell's despatch No. S3 of 2 fith June, 
1044, draws attention, 

I am copying this despatch to His 
Majesty’s representative at Beirut and to 
the British Middle Last Office, 

J have. &c. 

G. A F DUN HAS, 


E 13800/244/8» No. g 

SYR1AN-LEBANESE ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL RELATIONS 


.1 / r, E M 7is to 1 / r Ih. r in 

{No. 115 E.) Beirut, 

Sir, v 2\st October, liHB 

T have the honour to refer so despatch 
No 118 of 22nd September addressed t4i you 
by His Majesty’s Charge 5 d’Affaires at 
Damascus on the subject of Syrian fin a in in] 
negotiations with France and the Lebanon, 

2 Since the end of August a series of 
meetings has hern held twtwten representa¬ 
tives of the Ij'hanese and Syrian Govern¬ 
ments in order to find a I hi*]* for an agree¬ 
ment Eo cover the future economic and 
financial relations between (he two 
coon trie*. In the course of the discussions 
three innin problem- have emerged; a satis* 
factory solution can reasonably he expected 
to t>e found for nnc esf these, but the 
remainder have nnh served to throw into 
relief ihe difficulties which confront the 
countries in their efforts to reach under¬ 
standing. 

3. The first of the Lebanese objectives 
was to reach agreement with Syria regard- 
ing the purchase of wheat in sufficient 
quantities to supply the country until the 
harvest of 104ft. Even with an excep¬ 
tionally good harvest (hr* Lebanon is not 
self-supporting in cereals and has to pur 
< 'li cl - !■ i he balamonf is, rniuircmeriG from 
abroad: This year the Lebanese Govern¬ 
ment have naked the Syrians to supply 
30,000 tuna of wheat, and ns this quantity 
fall)) well within the Syrian exportable 
nurpin* negotiations were opened for « 
purchase agreement Difficulties were soon 
encountered a& the price demanded by (he 
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Syrians compared unfavourably with the 
landed cost of Australian or' Canadian 
wheat. The price difficulty would not 
unduly hare worried the I-ebanese had they 
been allowed to pay in Syrian currency, but 
Syrian demand* were originally for pay¬ 
ment in bird currencies, which made the 
offer dearly unacceptable. As a result of 
the withdrawal of Syrian currency from 
circulation in the Lebanon last February a 
amn of approximaiely £(Syr.) 40 million 
has boon frozen in Lebanese banks pending 
agreement as to its utilisation, and it was 
the Lebanese hope (hat this sum could k* 
user! to purchase Syrian wheat The 
Syrians, however, declined to aecepl that 
this blocked account should be used for 
wheat, pavments. hut eventually agreed to 
payment in Lebanese currency. Syria baa 
need of Lebanese currency in order to pay 
for her Tripoli oil imports, which have to be 
purchased from the refinery by the marker 
ing companies in Lcbn «rrency, and 

tin!! Syrian inability to pay in this form 
hiw already led to serious difficulties 
between the Syrian Government and the oil 
distributors (ace Damascus telegram m you 
No, 4fHi of 23rd September). 

4 Although it is generally felt that 
[^haneae wheat requirements will he met. 
largely by imports from Syria no definite 
arrrangement has been tnnde, and in order 
to strengthen their bargaining position the 
Lebanese have drawn attention to their 
present satisfactory supply position and to 
the fact that licences have h*en granted to 
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private trailers lo import upwards of 
m.im tons of wheat from Canada.. 

5 I hr v‘. orni main topic of discussion 
has been the rerntro-Jnctuin of the system 
(suspended in February last) whereby Lite 
Syrian and Lebanese i ur reside** were freely 
intro Iisiuffettbif Since tin 1 Lebanese 
utts/plaTii'e "! [iMiiiJriftl agreement with 
France the greater proportion of the 
Lelwumse note issue has been guaranteed by 
the French Treasury, while the Syrian has 
not nd with (he lilure of the Syrian 
Government to find a backing for the note 
it-sue, the value of the Syrian pound has 
declined to a point where it w*a# (rang 
quoted at a discount of 5 6 per vent, m the 
Beirut market* In addition to the obvious 
disadvantages which thi> entails from the 
Syrian point of view, it bas alr-o had a dis¬ 
turbing effect on the I-flbanese economy. 
Syrian merobpntx, npp returnrive as to the 
future of the Syrian |>oimd, have been 
hLiving gold and foreign exchange as well 
o.h substantial quantities of merchandise on 
the local market up to an extent where 
priit*’ have been gradually forced up. 

i\ II iwever derivable it may be to reiii-sii- 
tuto the two currencies on their old basis 
of interchangeability (and this is generally 
agreed). there would appear to he little 
prosp'vj of tin arrangement, for stahihsa 
tin hi of the Syrian pound with the Lebanese 
until the Syrian* find earn* adequate 
backing for their currency. In this con- 
ration there is now a .strongly held local 
belief that discussions are in progress 
between the Syrian and French Govern 
TijL-nts jt«r form of monetary agree¬ 

ment the recent meetings held in Geneva 
between ilas^iu debar a and Buswd t 
lirector gencrftl of I he Ranqtk? de Syrie et 
do Li bar. and the subsequent arrival of 
Bur*-iru here have lent some support to this 
view It i: not within the province of this 
despatch to speculate on the possible Syrian 
nuitude in such distiierians, but merely to 
record the local belief (and hope) that the 
Syrian* will be forced to conclude some 
face -i.iving agreement w ith the French 
which may include temporary support 
<if the Syrian i ur renew 1 would add , how- 
cvcr, that mi 17th October the Lebanese 
Minister for Foreign Affaire informed me 
that the Syrian Guveroment bad definitely 
decided to sign 

7. The problem which has aroused keen¬ 
est local interest and which has tended to 
overahadetw the currency problem (front 
whirl) it cannot easily be separated) is. the 
pr yw>s4il to nitric*) the hitherto free import 


oi goads into the two countries. Rdigiuua 
and political influence?. never far from Uve 
surface have tended, to ol locate the issue: 
never the let* the differences of opinion on 
ttuK question are not without interest as 
revealing dm.-muis which run through 
Itehone-v s*.;h, ieH. U. ran not be denied that 
since the war tin- two countries have been 
maintaining imports on a scale far above 
Llir.-ti limited export capacity, and that, 
despite the* vast hut largely improved 
invisible earnings of ihe 1 .chancse, there 
ha* been, a serious drain on the inhabitant*' 
yubstunual fonrigu exchange resumes 
I ke Svrlan Government, now realising too 
late that the sums expended on luxuries and 
consumer gtxri? mighs better have Iwcn 
employed in the purchase of capital equip-* 
men I for the development of the country 
ituil in (he l reation of some reserve with 
whii b jq, Lack it note is?U(.\ have decided 
that imports must henceforth be limited to 
netessities and related lo the countries 
r\ j k >rline cajWiCiLy- 

S. The Lebanese, on the other hand, are 
divided in their attitude to the question 
The influential Christian merchant* con- 
tend that the Lebanon ran live only by its 
large and well-organised ent repot l rude and 
that such a trade* is only possible Iwcause 
the Lebanon is one of the few* remaining 
i i,iint tick where almost any form of article 
can be freely imported and sjj-IiE. Further¬ 
more. although much of the trade iu in 
luxurit 1 * and non-essentials it is by the 
handling of these goods (hat they (and in 
their view* the Lebanon a* a whole) tan 
evisi Any restriction on imports would, 
therefore, mean financial ruin for a number 
of importers. They also point out that the 
standards of life in the Lebanon and Syria 
are not comparable, and what is regarded 
as a luxury by many Syrians is a necessity 
to many of the westernised Lebanese, who do 
not see why they should Jw compelled lo 
give up their way of life let satisfy Syrian 
ideals of austerity They argtie that the 
ease ami luxury of life here is one of its 
main attractions for foreigners ami fur 
tourists. While this is partly true, it is 
also true that the Lebanese themselves like 
their luxuries and find the selling of them 
u profitable business. The leading 
merchants, both a* individuals and through 
their business organisations, have main 
tainted steady pressure on the (iovernmenl 
and on the public to resist any attempt In 
restrict import even though it leads to & 
complete break with Syria and the erection 
of (iiaEpimis barriers lietweeu the two 
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countries. They are confident that the 
Lebanese genius for smuggling would mini¬ 
mise any adverse effect of any attempt by 
the Syrian Government to exclude 
Lebanese'handled goods from the Syrian 
market. Linked also with their theory is 
the ideal of a small Christian Lebanon free 
from all restriction and acting a? the great 
entrepot centre of the Middle East. 

9. On the other hand, the Moslems as a 
whole maintain that nothing must E>e done 
to loosen the tie* between them and their 
Syrian neighbours. Pursuing the &im<? 
policy but for different motives are the 
numerically small hut powerful Ijebanese 
industrinlist* comprising some of the lead 
ing Christians, who hope iliat a restriction 
of import* would eliminate foreign compe¬ 
tition and who fear that the introduction 
of a customs barrier by Syria would deprive 
them of their best market. They therefore 
argue that the Syrian policy h justified and 
that the Lebanese should fall into line. 
They alto contend that economic collabora¬ 
tion 1 is of prime necessity io both countries 
and that no entttaxit centre can survive 
amid neighbours who are hostile and who 
are pursuing a policy of control led eeanomy. 

Id. The position of 1 lie Lebanese Govern - 
nn-Tit has so far represented a tm lance 
between the two view?, and while the 
Lebanese negotiation* have hitherto diown 
lit* disposition to accept the Syrian* drast ic 
proposal? for limitation of imports, there 
is a feding that some t )Hoc*>s!ons must be 
made under this heading as a prhe of 
obtaining agreement. Hut when an attempt 
is made Ui specify the actual goods, import 
of which is to be prohibited or restricted, 
the diiTerences in uutli^k, tute and needs 
of the two countries immediately give rise 
to difficulty. The lA’haneto art 1 :, moreover, 
sufficiently rtolistic in their estimate of 
their administrative efficiency and genius 
for evasion to know that one practical effect 
of restriction will be the creation of a va^i 
smuggling trade between the two countries 
and in the Lebanon itself. 


11. The commenial secretary has been 
asked undht iully nri reverui otxasious what 
our policy as an exporting country would 
[& to a restrietton on iiujsorte. As it has 
not yet been possible to ztsccrlain the precise 
nature of the commodities thrcnseucii he 
has replied that while Hi Majesty's 
Govemmcui would regret the introduction 
of Import restrivlioi], we could not. 
especially in view of uur own present policy, 
oppose nou-d i s<■ riminatory measu res which 
the I^banese might feci compelled to take 
to safeguard their economy and their 
foreign exchange position. Mr. l*atefson 
is also- of the opinion that the 1 Anted King¬ 
dom is not at present the main supplier of 
frivolous and QflRecvsBAry gon<b to Ibis 
market, and ilm: those conic pritici pally 
from France and the United StatcH, ho 
thinks, however, tlmt British exports of 
textiles and nou-eomirtoreial vehicles may 
be affected by the proposed restrictions. 
Attempts have been mude by die " free 
traders " to elicit statements from members 
of this legation which would enable them 
to claim that His Majesty's Government is 
on their side, but a purely neutral attitude 
has been adopted. 

12. At the moment, therefore, there is no 
sign of agrenmefLi despite the numerous 
iirmotint i-mem< that d raft* were ready Fur 
signature, and each winds brings a luriber 
intensification of the pres# campaign for 
and agoinsL tin* Syrian theris, while the 
confusion of the present and the uncer¬ 
tainly of the future in commercial circles 
art? causing the timid to hold back arid the 
Indd to launch out In specuiation and in the 
purchase of any tummoditics which 
threaten to become sicaree This abnormal 
and uriHat isfin U>rv stale of affaire will con¬ 
tinue until the shape of the ultimate future 
arrangement becomes clearer. 

1 b<m sending copies m this deapaicb to 
Hi* Majmy's Minister at Damascus and 
to the head of the British Middle East 
Office. 

] have. Ac. 

T E. EVANS 
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No, n 

DISTURBANCES IN SYRIA 


Mr Brmdmmii to ■/> Ifr-Vr 

(No. 13fi) D<$maae us> 

Kir, HtA jDtfrcjwfiere JiHh 

With reference to my udegram No, fist 1 
of Sikh November. I have the lionour 
import in greater detail on the disturbances 


// ( Rtc? i red L 3 1h /L. . m h* r \ 

which have taken ji’tne in Syria during 
the past week. 

2 On 29th November student* in 
Damageu> organised a demons! mtton 
avowedly in pretext against the United 
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Nations’ KoommendatioD for partition of 
Palestine of 29th November, 1947. The 
demount rat nr* prficeeded in orderly fashion 
through the- town which was closed, but, as 
well as protests against partition, shoots 
were heard against the Syrian Government 
and Jamil Mardom by name, against the 
British and against Anglo*Arab treaties* 
The tiftC day the town remained dosed 
and same what larger demonstrations took 
place in which it was noticeable that de 
meats other than the students took part, 
including members of the Raatk el Arabi 
Party and the Ikhwan el Muslixneen. The 
demonstrators wen- more vocal in their 
cries against the Government and its indi¬ 
vidual memtairs. About midday they con¬ 
gregated outsider the Chamber of Deputies 
where they were address'd by three Depu¬ 
ties, all of whom had, it is understood, 
severely criticised the policy of the Govern¬ 
ment the evening before at a secret session 
of the Chamber held in discuss Palestine. 
From Parliament the demonstrators pro¬ 
ceeded to the showrooms of the General 
Motors agent, owned by Ahmed Sharah&ti* 
the Minister of Defence who resigned in 
shortly after the opening of b wti Li ties 
In Palestine They form! sm entry, burnt 
two motor cars and smashed the contents 
of (he showroom* The following day still 
larger demonstrations took place in which 
the original protests against the partition 
of Palestine were swamped by cries against 
the Government, Jamil Mar dam and the 
Syrian President* Despite efforts of the 
police to prevent a crowd collecting, several 
thousand demonstrators attempted to 
approach the Serai L Acting on instruc¬ 
tions the police and gendarmerie opened 
fire on the demonstrators with rifles and 
automatics After nlumt half an hour the 
demonstrators were forced back from the 
Serai I nwcl broke into smaller crowds which 
tried to approach the Chamber of Deputies, 
the Presidency and the Citadel where about 
a dozen demonstrators, arrested on the pre¬ 
vious days, were imprisoned, Shooting 
continued off and on throughout the morn¬ 
ing and a number of casualties occurred. 
No official figures have been issued, but it 
is thought that above five of the demon¬ 
strators were killed and between forty and 
fifty wounded and taken to hospital. On 
the following day a funeral procession was 
formed to convey the coffins of those killed 
to the Omayyad Mosque* and Hashes with 
the police and gendarmerie again occurred 
A few hand grenades were thrown by the 


demonstrators and firing continued off and 
on throughout the morning. 

3 The next morning an announcement 
was made over the Damascus Broadcasting 
Station that public security had been taken 
over bv the Syrian army: a proclamation 
was issued in the pre** over the signature 
of tlie commander-in-chief of the Syrian 
force* in which all gatherings were pro¬ 
hibited, the carrying of arm* of any kind 
was banned, and & curfew was announced 
lasting fmm ft pm to ft a m Units of 
the Syrian army were posted throughout 
the city and the street* were patrolled by 
military armoured cars, Censorship, in¬ 
ternal and external, was taken over by the 
military r and trunk and telephone calls 
i iiiilil be made only with military permis¬ 
sion. No disturh&m es took place tin ring 
the day and a few shops begin to open in 
the afternoon 

■l On 4th December conditions in the 
town hod returned to normal, and on 5th 
December Syrian soldiers were largely 
withdrawn, the polite and gendarmerie 
returning to their normal duties.. 

5. On 5th I teeember an announcement 
was made over the Damascus radio that the 
«urfew would towitflfifK-e aL H p.m. instead 
of at ft pm,, but the priK-hiniation of 
Military Control of Security remains in 
force. 

0 I have not had a* yet any first hand 
information about events in Aleppo hut, 
according to the press* demonstrations were 
staged there on 1st December in sympathy 
with the Damascus mans festal ions, Simi¬ 
larly, demonstrations are said to have taken 
placo in Homs, Hama and IVir-ez 7,or: in 
the latter town they were openly described 
as being against the Government. 

7. The explanation of Lhe events which f 
have outlined above is, 1 kdiove, to be found 
in the continued ireflectiveness of Syrian 
| iovernmcnlh sim c J u no Hi to in all matter* 
imuenung foreign policy, economics and 
internal affairs (though in this Utter 
connexion it should he noted that the 
internal security of the country has been 
well maintained during the period); the 
steady deterioration of the Arab situation 
in Palestine and the realisation that the 
Syrian military effort has failed has given 
point to criticism of Government ineffici¬ 
ency Other immediate causes of dissatis¬ 
faction have been the unstable situation 
with regard to Syrian currency, the failure 
of economic talks with Lebanon, the short¬ 
age of ml products due to currency difli- 
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ctilties which has resulted in considerable 
hardship in the larger towns of Syria, the 
increase in fhe price of bread and the 
heavier taxation proposed in the 1M® bud¬ 
get, During the past year there ha* there 
iV*ne 1 >een steadily inereasing Hissatisfaetion 
with the policy of the Syrian Government 
nnd etjpialh ivitfi lIic Syrian President 
The Popular Party has in Parliament con¬ 
sistently opposed the policy of sure-ceding 
Government and the re-election of the 
President, and there is little doubt that 
in tile recent disturbances in Damascus 
they have combined with extremist organi¬ 
sation s. such as the Ha cub el Arnbi and the 
Ikhwan el Miislttneen. to fore© the resigna¬ 
tion of Jamil Mai’dam s Government and 
to make things a* generally difficult for the 
* Syrian President as possible, 

*■ Up to the time of writing this des¬ 
patch the Syrian President ha* been 
unable ui find anyone able to form a new 
Government Has hem Bey Atassi, an ex- 
President of the Republic, failed to do so. 
m did Mustafa Barnmda. an ex President 
of the Court of Appeal. The Emir Adel 
Arslan 1ms now been charged with the task 
I? js generally believed that the Popular 
Party are insisting as a condition of join¬ 
ing the new Government on a number of 
points of which the more important are 
said to be dissolution of Parliament, the 
reconsideration of the President s re-elec¬ 
tion for a second term of office by the new 
Government, and the trial of Ahmed 


ShambMi, Minister of J k-frin i< up till May 
of this year, and of Fund Maivlain, a cousin 
or Jamil Bey Mardam who in alleged to 
be i implicated in the wiling of arm* to the 
Jew* Unless an all-party Government 
can be formed it is probable that the 
Popular Party will remain in opposition 
and will continue to make use of extremist 
elements to create difficulties for the 
Government, 

9, The *\ rian President is no doubt 
aware of the widespread dissatjsfaction of 
the public with himself and with previous 
Government. fits deep-seated fear of 
Kuj^ Abdullah's Great Syria schemes is 
probably adding to his uneasiness; the mo 
trot of puli lit- security by the army, whose 
chief, Husni Zuim. is known to have Ikoii 
in touch with King Abdullah in the past, 
may turn out to lie a double edged weapon 
since a military evup d'Etat could in 
present circumstance* be more easily 
brought off than at any other time in the 
past. It seems probable therefore that the 
President will work for a strong all-party 
Government at the earliest possible moment 
with ft return to normal control of security 
by police and gendarmerie 
X am sending copies of Lhis despatch to 
HG Majesty s representatives at Beirut, 
Amman, Bagdad, Cairn, .ledda and to 
the British Middle East Office. 

1 have. iAc. 

P M. broadmead. 














